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BY JOSH SMITH

Stars and Stripes

  HERAT, Afghanistan — The hot summer 
wind sent dust whirling into the air as Nasir 
Ahmad deftly picked a handful of brown saf-
fron crocus bulbs from a freshly dug hole in the 
parched earth. 

With his fingers, weathered by decades of farm-
ing in western Afghanistan’s deserts, he plucked 

the lingering dirt clods from the bulbs. It would 
still be months before they yielded their valuable 
flowers, but Ahmad cradled them gently.

A towering figure in a bright yellow turban 
and long, graying beard, Ahmad  gazes across 
the few acres that will determine his future.   

“These are now my life,” he said, fingering 
the bulbs. “Afghanistan is a nation of farmers, 
and we need to succeed.”

SEE SAFFRON ON PAGE 4

 Nasir Ahmad  harvests saffron 
bulbs from   the few acres 

of land where he grows the 
spice on the outskirts of 

 Herat, in western Afghanistan.  
JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes

Afghan farmers see big money in saffron business

 BY KEN DILANIAN 
AND BRADLEY KLAPPER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The case of
Mehdi Nemmouche haunts U.S. intel-
ligence officials.

Nemmouche is a Frenchman who 
authorities say spent 11 months fight-
ing with the Islamic State group in
Syria before returning to Europe to
act out his rage. On May 24, prosecu-
tors say, he methodically shot four
people at the Jewish Museum in cen-
tral Brussels. Three died instantly,
one afterward. Nemmouche was ar-
rested later, apparently by chance.

For U.S. and European counter-
terrorism of-
ficials, that 
90-second 
spasm of vio-
lence is the 
kind of attack 
they fear from 
thousands of 
Europeans 
and  as many as 
100 Americans 
who have gone 
to fight for ex-
tremist armies 
in Syria and 
now Iraq.

The Obama 
administration 
has offered a 
wide range of 
assessments 
of the threat to 
U.S. national 
security posed by the extremists who 
say they’ve established a caliphate, 
or Islamic state, in an area straddling
eastern Syria and northern and west-
ern Iraq, and whose actions include
 the beheading of American journal-
ist James Foley. Some officials say
the group is more dangerous than al-
Qaida. Yet intelligence assessments
say it currently couldn’t pull off a
complex, 9/11-style attack on the U.S. 
or Europe.

However, there is broad agree-
ment across intelligence and law en-
forcement agencies of the immediate 
threat from radicalized Europeans 
and Americans who could come home 
to conduct lone-wolf operations. 
SEE THREAT ON PAGE 6
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US officials: 
Radicalized 
Westerners 
a top threat

AP

 Douglas McAuthur 
McCain , who was 
killed last week 
in Syria, is one of 
several Western 
Muslims during 
the past two years 
to have taken up 
extremists’ fights.

Mideast: Fort Hood shooter petitions to be Islamic State citizen » Page 6
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against Russians
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SAFFRON BASICS
Described as the most 
expensive spice in the 
world, saffron threads 
are harvested from the 
dried stigmas of the 
saffron flower. Each 
flower contains only 
three stigmas. It takes 
about 75,000 flowers 
to produce one pound 
of saffron filaments, 
which can sell for more 
than $1,200.

US OPEN 
Sharapova survives 
against Sabine Lisicki; 
Venus Williams loses
Page 31
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Science & 
Medicine

The deep 
sea is vast, 

unexplored 
and incredibly 

important

“They say they’re going 
to move forward, then 

somebody goes ‘boo’ and 
then they hide.”

—Kica Matos,
 of the Fair Immigration Reform 

Movement, discussing White
 House attitudes toward making 

changes to immigration law

See story on Page 9
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MILITARY

 BY AMIR SHAH

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan  — A 
suicide bomber in a truck blew 
himself up at an intelligence head-
quarters in eastern Afghanistan 
on Saturday, killing at least two 
people and setting off an intense 
firefight with security forces, of-
ficials said.

After the bombing outside the 
headquarters of the National Di-
rectorate of Security in Jalalabad, 
militants battled with security 
forces for an hour before authori-
ties were able to put down the at-
tack, said Ahmad Zia Abdulzai, 
a spokesman for the Nangarhar 
governor.

He would not say how many at-
tackers were involved or whether 
they were all killed or some es-
caped. He said authorities were 
searching the grounds.

Abdulzai put the death toll at 
two and said they were both from 
the NDS, but Najibullah Kamawal, 
the top provincial health official, 
said six bodies had been brought 
to the hospital.

Conflicting death tolls are com-
mon in the immediate aftermath 
of such bombings.

Kamawal said 45 people were 
wounded. The powerful explosion 
shook the entire neighborhood, 
breaking nearby windows and 
startling residents.

“It was early morning and we 
were sleeping at home. A strong 
explosion happened followed by 
firing. When I came out of my 
room I was covered with dust, and 
my kids and I got injured from bro-
ken windows,” said Ahmad Shah.

A spokesman for the Taliban, 
Zabihullah Mujahid, claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack in a 
telephone call to The Associated 
Press.

Jalalabad is one of Afghani-

stan’s biggest cities,  but the city is 
also located in one of the country’s 
most troubled regions.

Taliban militants are eas-
ily able to hide in the forbidding, 
mountainous terrain, and often 
cross back and forth into neigh-
boring Pakistan. Afghan security 
officials have repeatedly accused 
Pakistan of giving sanctuary to 
militants that attack Afghanistan, 
something Pakistan denies.

In May, militants attacked the 
provincial justice building in 
Jalalabad, killing at least five civil-
ians before authorities were able 
to retake the building. Militants 
in March attacked a police station 
in Jalalabad, sparking a four-hour 
battle with police that ended with 
 11 people dead. 

AP

Afghan security forces inspect the site of a suicide attack in Jalalabad,  Afghanistan, on Saturday .  The 
bombing  struck an intelligence headquarters , sparking an intense firefight with security forces, officials said. 

Taliban hit intelligence base
Bombing of spy agency compound in eastern Afghanistan sparks firefight

‘ A strong explosion happened followed by firing. 
When I came out of my room I was covered with dust, 
and my kids and I got injured from broken windows. ’

Ahmad Shah
Jalalabad resident

Obama: Hike 
pay 1 percent 
for troops, 
civilians

 From wire reports 

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama on Friday pro-
posed raising federal civilian and 
military pay by 1 percent across
the board next year, signaling that
he wants to give the workers a sal-
ary bump but prevent the rates 
from automatically rising higher
under the law.

In a letter to House Speaker
John Boehner, R-Ohio, and Vice 
President Joe Biden, Obama said
the greater increase set to take
effect without his plan would be
“inappropriate.”  

Congress has the authority to 
block Obama’s proposal, but fail-
ure to act on the part of lawmak-
ers would allow the president to
implement the pay raise unilater-
ally through an executive order,
as he did with a 1 percent rate in-
crease in December.

The National Treasury Em-
ployees Union, one of the nation’s
largest labor groups represent-
ing federal workers, said agency
personnel deserve a greater rate
increase than Obama proposed 
Friday, arguing that government
employees are paid less than their
private-sector counterparts and
that the gap is widening.

 Federal pay rates automatically
rise each year by a certain per-
centage under a complex formula
established by the Federal Em-
ployees Pay Comparability Act, 
unless Congress or the president
take action to implement an alter-
native plan. The statutory deadline
for the White House to propose a
different rate increase is Aug. 31.
The statutory pay increases for
2015 would have amounted to 1.8
percent for uniformed person-
nel and 1.3 percent for civilians if 
Obama had not proposed an alter-
native plan.

In January, federal workers re-
ceived their first across-the-board
pay raise in three years because of
the 1 percent increase that Obama
implemented in late December.

Before that, the president froze
the rates for two years starting
in 2011, and Congress continued
the hold through 2013. Some em-
ployees still received extra pay
during that period in the form of 
performance awards, bonuses and
promotions. 
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 BY ERIN CUNNINGHAM

The Washington Post

LASHKAR GAH, Afghanistan 
— The Taliban came at night, 
slipping into Sarwan Qala village 
and scaling the roofs of its mud-
baked homes to fire on police and 
army checkpoints nearby.

The incursion by hundreds of 
fighters in June sent residents 
fleeing to neighboring hamlets 
by donkey and on foot. It was the 
first salvo in a massive, ongoing 
Taliban offensive against Afghan 
security forces in southeastern 
Afghanistan.

The increasingly bloody cam-
paign shows the strength of the 
insurgents, who have been em-
boldened by the U.S. military 
withdrawal from the area in May, 
local residents and Afghan secu-
rity forces said. The outcome of 
the fighting in the Sangin district, 
which includes Sarwan Qala, will 
be a bellwether for how Afghan-
istan’s national police and army 
might fare after foreign troops 
leave the country at the end of the 
year.

Sangin is critical to both 
sides because of its prime spot 
in Helmand province, a poppy-
growing region that has long pro-
vided the Taliban with drug- and 
weapons-smuggling routes. It 
also borders Kajaki to the north, 
where a U.S.-built hydropower 
dam is supposed to churn out 
electricity for much of southern 
Afghanistan. But insurgents cut 
the cable long ago, leaving the 
province without power.

Fifty U.S. Marines lost their 
lives in fierce battles in 2010 
and 2011 aimed at depriving the 
Taliban of a base in Sangin. The 
current campaign, too, is causing 
heavy casualties.

The governor of Helmand 
province, Mohammad Naeem, 
said recently that as many as 900 
people, including both civilians 
and combatants, have been killed 
so far in the fighting.

“Sangin is a big test,” he said in 
an interview at his fortified resi-
dence in Lashkar Gah, Helmand’s 
capital.

He said Afghan troops are 
“moving slowly” because the Tal-
iban fighters have laid hundreds 
of land mines across the district. 
“But God willing they will not 
take the district center,” he said. 
If the militants overran the cen-
ter, he said, they would be able 
to seize several volatile districts 
nearby. “If they take it, it will be 
a huge problem.”

Taming the insurgency
British troops first deployed to 

Sangin, a verdant patch of melon 
and poppy fields, to curb Taliban 
advances in 2006. But they strug-

gled to tame the insurgency. In 
2010, the Marines arrived in the 
district, where they would suffer 
the U.S. military’s worst concen-
tration of fatalities in the war. 
The Marines withdrew from the 
district in May, turning it over to 
Afghan security forces.

Now, U.S. troops are operating 
in a strictly advisory role, and no 
foreign advisers or soldiers from 
the NATO-led coalition’s com-
mand in southern Afghanistan are 
operating on the ground in San-
gin, a coalition spokesman said. 
“The fighting has been difficult 
at times, and some checkpoints 
have exchanged hands,” said 
U.S. Marine Lt. Garth Langley, a 
media officer for the coalition in 
southwestern Afghanistan.

According to Gen. Ghulam 
Sakhi, a brigade commander 
with an elite Afghan national 
police unit in Sangin, Afghan 
forces took back seven key check-
points in Sarwan Qala earlier this 
month. But beyond checkpoints 
and the district’s central bazaar, 
a roughly one-mile stretch lined 
with small shops, the Afghan 
government controls little in the 
district.

Daily battles between the se-
curity forces and insurgents 
keep residents confined to their 
homes. Residents and police say 
security outposts come under 
constant fire from Taliban insur-

gents. While the militants used 
to engage with U.S. forces only 
briefly — often staging hit-and-
run attacks — they are now fight-
ing for prolonged periods, Afghan 
security forces say.

Police say they feel outgunned 
by their opponents, who they 
claim are armed with sophisti-
cated equipment like precision 
sniper rifles, night vision goggles 
and thousands of potent impro-
vised explosive devices.

“This is the worst fighting in 
the eight years I have been a 
policeman in Sangin,” said Said 
Jan Agha, 45, who commanded a 
checkpoint in the village of Gum-
bat, about a half-mile from the 
district center.

Agha suffered a bullet injury to 
his spine during a firefight with 
insurgents and was being treated 
at the province’s only war trauma 
facility, the Surgical Center for 
War Victims in Lashkar Gah. 
In the ward next door, police-

man Khoday Noor said he was 
wounded in a battle with Taliban 
fighters at a separate checkpoint 
in Gumbat, after insurgents tun-
neled 200 yards to ambush the of-
ficers at their outpost at night.

“We can’t go far — the villages 
are dangerous,” said Noor, 23. 
“Maybe they [villagers] are with 
us, but maybe they are with the 
Taliban.”

Insurgents “have covered a lot 
of area” in Sangin, he said. “Our 
security belt around the district 
center is uneven, and they are 
very close in some places.”

The toll of fighting
In the intensive care unit at the 

Surgical Center in Lashkar Gah, 
run by the international nonprofit 
organization Emergency, the in-
tensity of the fighting is reflected 
in horrific injuries and a constant 
stream of trauma patients.

More than 3,000 people with 

war-related injuries were treated 
from January through July at a
separate field clinic operated by 
Emergency in Sangin, the orga-
nization said. About 600 of them
received care in July alone.

On a recent day, a policeman
who was delirious after a road-
side bomb shredded his legs ar-
rived at the hospital in Lashkar
Gah mumbling his name, Matiul-
lah. He had come from Sangin.
An elder from the district, Juma
Khan, was recovering from a
bullet injury to his arm. He suf-
fered the wound when shots were
fired at him and his children on
the road to the local market, kill-
ing his daughter, 10-year-old
Islamiya.

“When the government took
over [from the U.S. Marines],
the fighting started,” said Fathi 
Momand, a white-bearded poppy
farmer from Sarwan Qala who 
was injured in the legs and abdo-
men by a shell the night the Tal-
iban came to his village in June. 
“Then the government retreated 
and told us they could not help us
anymore.”

“The Taliban want to take the
districts,” he said, wincing from 
the gaping bed sore he acquired
from weeks in the hospital. “If 
there is one power in the districts, 
there will be peace. If not, there
will be fighting.” 

 HOLLY PICKETT/The Washington Post

Said Jan Agha, 45, receives care  at the Surgical Center for War Victims in Lashkar Gah, Afghanistan.  Agha, an Afghan commander of a 
checkpoint in the village of Gumbat, was shot in the spine during a firefight with insurgents. 

AFGHANISTAN

Afghan forces tested in poppy-growing hot spot
With US troops 
no longer a threat 
Taliban launch 
bloody campaign

‘ When the government took over [from the 
U.S. Marines], the fighting started. Then 
the government retreated and told us they 
could not help us anymore. ’

Fathi Mormand
poppy grower from Sarwan Qala village in Afghanistan’s Sangin district
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For years, Ahmad, 45, grew 
opium poppies, which are used 
to produce heroin. As it does for 
many other Afghans, the illicit 
drug trade provided him with a 
stable income in a country beset 
by economic hardships, especial-
ly in the more rural areas.

Under the Taliban, opium-poppy 
cultivation had been banned and 
the crop virtually eliminated, but 
cultivation has rebounded since 
the U.S. invasion in 2001, partly 
because of the collapse of state 
control and law enforcement.

At the very time when many 
other farmers were going back to 
growing opium poppies, Ahmad 
made a contrarian business deci-
sion: He switched to growing saf-
fron, the world’s most expensive 
spice. Made from the crimson 
stigmas plucked and dried from a 
type of crocus flower, saffron can 
sell for more than $1,200 a pound, 
compared with less than $2 per 
pound for a spice such as cumin.

Afghanistan produced 4.5 tons 
of saffron last year, most of which 
was exported abroad, according to 
Sayed Nabi Shinwari, who heads 
the vocational training program 
at Afghanistan’s Ministry of Agri-
culture, Irrigation and Livestock. 
The number of people in Afghani-
stan involved in growing and pro-
cessing the spice is not known, but 
the ministry says it has distrib-
uted seeds to nearly 500 farmers 
and has trained 2,000.

Afghan officials contend that 
many poppy farmers in Herat 
have switched to growing saffron, 
and international officials often 
hold saffron up as an example of 
ways Afghan farmers can suc-
cessfully grow more legal and less 
harmful crops.

But the United Nations says 
overall poppy production in Af-
ghanistan remains near all-time 
highs. As the international mili-
tary coalition prepares to pull out 

its combat troops at the end of the 
year, many question whether Af-
ghanistan has any chance of shed-
ding its status as the top opium 
producer in the world. The U.S. 
has invested upward of $7 billion 
in poppy eradication and crop 
substitution programs.

No regrets
More than a decade after he 

switched to growing saffron, 
Ahmad says he has no regrets 
and that other farmers would be 
wise to follow suit. 

“Drugs just bring so many 
problems. I had to use all these 
chemicals, and it was harder to 
grow,” he said. 

Most important of all to him, he 
said, “I make more than six times 
growing saffron than I did grow-
ing poppies. When other farmers 

understand 
that they 
will make 
more money, 
I think they 
will change 
their minds.”

But Ahmad 
said he likely 
would not 
have been as 
successful 
without loans 
from foreign 
aid organiza-
tions like the 
U.S. Agency 

for International Development 
and the International Center for 
Agricultural Research in the Dry 
Areas. Those loans have been 
used for everything from buying 
seeds and processing equipment 
to advertising and packaging.

According to the agriculture 
ministry, saffron farmers can 
gross anywhere from $1,400 per 
acre in the first year to a peak of 
more than $14,000 per acre dur-
ing the third and fourth years of 

the seven-year growing cycle. 
By contrast, the average poppy 
farmer grosses about $1,800 per 
acre, according to the U.N.

A bright spot
Afghanistan is rife with ex-

amples of international aid gone 
awry. In July, the U.S. govern-
ment’s Special Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruction 
released a report blasting a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture-fund-
ed initiative to bring soybean 
farming to Afghanistan. In that 
case, the watchdog said  there was 
little market for soybeans in Af-
ghanistan and that conditions in 
the country aren’t particularly 
favorable for the crop.

Saffron, however, doesn’t suf-
fer from any of those problems. 
It’s a popular ingredient in local 
dishes, and officials say it can be 
cultivated in most of the country’s 
34 provinces.

Afghans and aid officials say   the 
programs aimed at jump-start-
ing processes that can produce 

saffron suitable for an interna-
tional market have mostly been  
successful. (A SIGAR spokesman 
told Stars and Stripes he is not 
aware of any problems reported 
with saffron aid programs.)

“Saffron is one of several crops 
where Afghanistan has a compet-
itive advantage because of a long 
growing tradition and favorable 
growing conditions,” said Wayne 
Nilsestuen, director of USAID’s 
Office of Agriculture in Afghani-
stan. “Also, it is a highly profit-
able crop that generates lots of 
employment for women and low-

income families.”
Saffron is now grown on more 

than 1,800 acres in 32 of Afghan-
istan’s 34 provinces, according to
the Agriculture Ministry. 

Through a program called
the Agricultural Development 
Fund, which is administered by 
the Afghan government, USAID
has provided at least $23 million
in loans directly to some 16,000 
farmers around the country, in-
cluding some who grow saffron,
though the agency could not say
how much of that money went to 
saffron farmers.

“USAID and other internation-
al aid was very important for us
to be able to replace other crops 
with saffron,” said Faqir Ahmad
Baianger, who heads the Herat of-
fice of the Afghan national Direc-
torate of Agriculture, Irrigation
and Livestock. “Our production 
has expanded so much in recent 
years.”

Among the recipients of those
loans was the Ghoryan Women 
Saffron Association in Herat,
which provides services for hun-
dreds of women who work in saf-
fron production. The organization
received two loans totaling more
than $400,000, which were used
to buy saffron from women pro-
ducers and package it for sale in 
larger markets.

SEE SAFFRON ON PAGE 5 

PHOTOS BY JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes

Packages of locally grown and produced saffron line the shelves of a shop in Herat, in western Afghanistan. Analysts say professional processing and packaging remain a barrier 
to exporting more Afghan saffron to international markets. 

Saffron: Crop can sell for more than $1,200 a pound, or $14K per acre

Nasir Ahmad, a farmer in western Afghanistan, holds saffron crocus 
bulbs in a field he leases on the outskirts of the city of Herat. 

‘ I make 
more than 
six times 
growing 
saffron 
than I did 
growing 
poppies. ’

Nasir Ahmad
saffron farmer
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For Sima Ghoryani, president 
of the association, the interna-
tional aid was vital.

“Ninety-five percent of the 
work on saffron is done by 
women, and we need that help 
for the very important training 
needed to get women working 
outside the home,” she told Stars 
and Stripes during an interview 
in a small room used to package 
the saffron.

Obstacles to success
In a small store in downtown 

Herat, shopkeeper Parwiz Af-
ghan dusts the glistening plastic 
vials that hold small portions of 
dried saffron. In keeping with its 
high cost, saffron is usually pack-
aged in a way  similar to other 
luxury items, such as perfume.

When Afghan, 23, gently dumps 
the pungent contents of one bottle 
onto his counter, he beams with 
pride. “Afghan saffron is more 
natural and better quality than 
that from other countries,” he 
said. “Iran and Pakistan, they 
just don’t have it.”

That’s a claim backed up, not 
surprisingly, by a 2013 report 
commissioned by the Afghan 
Investment Support Agency. It 
found that Afghan saffron may 
be of higher quality than that pro-
duced in Iran — which accounts 
for more than 80 percent of the 
world’s saffron production. Still, 
the report says,  there are many 
obstacles ahead for the industry 
in Afghanistan.

These include lack of access to 
capital, skilled laborers and the 
necessary infrastructure. With 
the saffron harvest still months 
away, the processing machinery 
in Ghoryani’s back room sat si-
lent.  It represents the next big 
challenge for Afghan saffron pro-
ducers, she said: processing the 
saffron in a way that keeps it up to 
international standards so sellers 
can export their products. Saffron 
production is more sophisticated 
than opium production because 
it requires a hygienic drying and 
packaging process, 

U.N. officials wrote in a report 
last year on the viability of replac-
ing drug production with saffron 
cultivation. 

Because Afghan farmers use 
traditional farming methods, the 
saffron is often of relatively high 
quality. But the lack of equipment 
and training needed to effectively 
package and process the spice 
has historically undermined ef-
forts to export more saffron.

According to the Afghan In-
vestment Support Agency report, 
Iran produces 200 tons of saffron 
per year, Greece turns out be-
tween  5 and  8 tons, while Afghan-
istan produces about 4  tons on a 
yearly basis. Other top saffron-
producing areas can be found in 
countries like India, Pakistan and 
Spain, which all produce between 
 1 and  3 tons. 

To try to give Afghan farm-
ers more of a chance to compete 
with saffron powerhouses,  Af-
ghan companies like Ariana Saf-
fron Co. in Herat have focused 
on building the infrastructure 
necessary to process the spice to 
international standards.

Ariana — which had more 
than 600 employees and subcon-
tractors within three years of its 
establishment in 2006 — has  re-
ceived help from aid programs, 
including a training regimen of-
fered by the Afghan government’s 
Rural Enterprise Development 
Program. It has also received a 
$202,487 ADF loan used to buy 
 about 295 pounds of dried saf-
fron from farmers in western 
Afghanistan.

“Three-quarters of Afghans 

depend on agriculture for their 
livelihoods,” said USAID’s Nils-
estuen. “Assistance to the entire 
agriculture production chain 
— farmers, traders, wholesalers, 
manufacturers and retailers — is 
critical not just for economic de-
velopment but to feed millions of 
Afghan families, raise household 
incomes and generate jobs.” 
Mohammad Aref Karimi, Yaqob Qurishi 
and Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to 
this report.
smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith

Saffron: Equipment, training in short supply

JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes

Sima Ghoryani, president of  Herat-based Ghoryan Women Saffron 
Association, motions to  saffron packaging machines.
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 BY SIG CHRISTENSON

San Antonio Express-News

SAN ANTONIO — The former Army 
psychiatrist condemned to death in the 
killings of 13 people at Fort Hood wants to 
become a citizen of the Islamic State.

Nidal Hasan, who said he was on jihad 
the day he opened up on soldiers in a 
crowded deployment center on the Texas 
post, wrote a letter to Fox News saying 
he wanted to join the terrorist organiza-
tion that has been responsible for brutal 
executions, including the beheading of a 
journalist.

“I formally and humbly request to be 
made a citizen of the Islamic State,” the 
network said Hasan wrote in a document he 
penned to the Islamic State’s chief, “Ameer, 
Mujahid Dr. Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.”

“It would be an honor for any believer to 
be an obedient citizen soldier to a people 
and its leader who don’t compromise the 
religion of All-Mighty Allah to get along 
with the disbelievers.”

A former attorney, John Galligan, de-
clined to read a copy of the letter he re-
ceived from Hasan or give it to the San 

Antonio Express-News, but said Fox had 
accurately reported its contents, adding, 
“They haven’t mischaracterized it.”

 This weekend  marks the first anniver-
sary of Hasan’s arrival at the U.S. Disci-

plinary Barracks in 
Fort Leavenworth, 
Kan. He  arrived there 
Aug. 30, 2013, after 
being flown from 
Fort Hood, where a 
jury sentenced him 
to death for killing a 
pregnant soldier and 
12 others, and wound-
ing another 31.

A Disciplinary Bar-
racks spokesman, 
George Marsec, said 

the military does not restrict mail privi-
leges and doesn’t censor correspondence.

Though he wore a thick, graying beard 
throughout last summer’s trial while act-
ing as his own lawyer, Hasan was forced 
to shave it after arriving on the military’s 
death row. 

He is one of six servicemen at the Pen-
tagon’s only maximum-security prison 
awaiting execution.

 BY SHASHANK BENGALI

Los Angeles Times

IRBIL, Iraq — Kurdish Iraqi officials 
on Friday condemned a video depicting 
the beheading of one of their soldiers by 
Islamic State extremists, who said it was 
retribution for the Kurds’ alliance with the 
United States.

The six-minute video shows 15 Kurdish 
soldiers held captive in the militant-held 
city of Mosul, one of whom is later killed in 
front of a mosque.

Kurdish officials said they were treat-
ing the video as authentic but that it would 
not deter their forces from battling Islamic 
State, a Sunni Arab militant organization 
that has claimed a caliphate on lands it 
controls in Syria and Iraq. Kurdish soldiers 
backed by U.S. airstrikes have pushed the 
extremists out of some of the territory they 
seized this month in an offensive across 
parts of northern Iraq.

“We have lost many men, and maybe we 
will lose more men, but that will not stop us 
from implementing our strategy,” said Ari 
Mamshae, a spokesman for Massoud Bar-
zani, president of Iraq’s semi-autonomous 
northern Kurdish region.

The video, which was posted to YouTube 
on Thursday but immediately deleted by 
the site, is part of a propaganda effort by 
Islamic State that has drawn international 
condemnation. A similar video circulated 
 more than a week ago showing the Aug. 19 
killing of American journalist James Foley, 
who was captured in Syria two years ago.

A member of the Islamic State group 
also claimed Thursday to have beheaded 
one of 11 Lebanese soldiers the group 
captured this month in clashes along the 
Syria-Lebanon border.

A Twitter user named Abou Misaab 
Hafid al-Baghdadi linked to a picture 
showing the soldier’s beheading with the 
message, “Now you know who are the lions 
of ISIS,” an acronym sometimes used for 
the Islamic State group. Lebanese officials 
reportedly were investigating whether the 
claim was authentic.

The video from Iraq showed the Kurd-
ish soldiers wearing orange jumpsuits, as 
did Foley. One soldier named Hassan Mo-
hamed Hashin read a message to Kurdish 
leaders that said, “You have made a big 
mistake by joining hands with America.”

Later in the video, a black-clad militant 
brandishes a knife next to a soldier as he 
warns that the rest of the captives will be 
killed if Kurdish forces don’t break their 
alliance with the U.S. The next clip shows 
the soldier’s bloodied body.

Working with the U.S. military, Kurdish 
forces have rolled back some of Islamic 
State’s territorial gains. The Pentagon 
has carried out 110 airstrikes in Iraq this 
month, more than half in the area of the 
strategic Mosul dam, including four on 
Friday that targeted militant vehicles.

The Kurdish soldiers  who retook Mosul 
dam two weeks ago reportedly drove the 
militants out of the northern district of 
Zumar on Thursday amid clashes that left 
several civilians dead or injured, residents 
said. 
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Such plots are difficult to detect because 
they don’t require large conspiracies of 
people whose emails or phone calls can be 
intercepted.

The 2013 Boston Marathon bombings 
were like that, carried out by radicalized 
American brothers Dzhokhar and Tamer-
lan Tsarnaev acting on their own. So was 
the 2010 attempt to bomb New York’s Times 
Square by Faisal Shahzad, who received 
training and direction in Pakistan but oper-
ated alone in the United States.

On Friday, Britain raised its terror threat 
from “substantial” to “severe,” its second 
highest level, citing a foreign fighter danger 
that made a terrorist attack “highly likely.” 

The U.S. didn’t elevate its national terror-
ist threat level, though White House press 
secretary Josh Earnest said the administra-
tion was closely monitoring the situation.  

So far, Nemmouche is the only foreign 
fighter affiliated with the Islamic State 
group who authorities say returned from 
the battlefield to carry out violence, and 
some scholars argue that the danger is 
overstated. But nearly every senior na-
tional security official in the U.S. govern-
ment — including the attorney general, 
FBI director, homeland security secretary 
and leaders of key intelligence and military 
agencies — has called foreign fighters in 
Syria and Iraq their top terrorism worry.

“While we have worked hard over the 
last year and a half to detect Westerners 
who have gone to Syria, no one knows for 
sure whether there are those who have 
gone there undetected,” said John Cohen, a 
Rutgers University professor who stepped 
down in July as the Homeland Security De-
partment’s counterterrorism coordinator.

“And that’s why those of us who look at 
this every day are so concerned that some-
body is going to slip through the cracks,” 
Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Mich., the House 
Intelligence Committee chairman, said 
Thursday on CNN. “They’re either going to 
get into Europe or they’re going to get into 
the United States.”

Unlike al-Qaida militants in Pakistan and 
Yemen, American and European passport 
holders who have secretly gone to fight in 
Syria can travel freely if they have not been 
identified as terrorists. U.S. authorities are 
sifting through travel records and trying to 
identify the foreign fighters, but they won’t 
see all of them.

An American from San Diego, Douglas 
McAuthur McCain was killed last  week in 
Syria, where officials say he was fighting 
with the Islamic State group. The U.S. is 
investigating whether a second American 
also was killed.

McCain is one of several Western Mus-
lims over the last two years who proved 
themselves willing to kill or die for extrem-

ist groups or help them win new recruits.
The names of many more remain secret in 
the files of U.S. intelligence agencies, but
here are others that are public:
�  Moner Mohammad Abusalha, an Amer-

ican who grew up a basketball fan in Vero 
Beach, Fla., killed 16 people and himself 
in a suicide bombing attack against Syrian 
government forces in May. U.S. officials say
he was on their radar screen but acknowl-
edge he traveled from Syria to the United
States before the attack without detection.  
�  Two brothers from East London, 

Hamza Nawaz, 23, and Mohommod Nawaz, 
30, pleaded guilty in May to attending a ter-
rorist training camp in Syria. They were
caught on the return trip home with am-
munition. In an unrelated case, Mashu-
dur Choudhury, 31, also was convicted in
London of traveling to a terrorist camp in
Syria.
�  Three Norwegian residents were ar-

rested in May and accused of having fought 
with the Islamic State group.
�  Eight men, including a former Guanta-

namo Bay detainee, were arrested in June
by Spanish authorities and charged with re-
cruiting for the Islamic State group.

Of the thousands of foreign fighters 
who’ve flocked to Syria, many have fought
with the  Nusra front, an al-Qaida affiliate 
and rival to the Islamic State. The group
poses its own threat, American officials
say, but poses less of a threat than does the
Islamic State group, whose battlefield suc-
cesses have made it a stronger draw for
foreign fighters than any jihadist group in
recent history. It has seized advanced mili-
tary equipment and has millions of dollars 
in cash.

Intelligence officials estimate that about
a dozen Americans are fighting with the Is-
lamic State group.

Nemmouche, who has a long criminal
record, allegedly killed two Israeli tourists
outside the Brussels museum entrance with 
a .357 Magnum revolver. Then he walked
inside, removed an assault rifle from a gym
bag and shot two museum employees in the
face and throat, prosecutors say.

He was caught six days later during a 
random customs inspection of a bus from 
Amsterdam. With him were the mur-
der weapons, authorities say, and a sheet
scrawled with the name of the Islamic
State. He had intended to film the attack 
with a wearable video camera, authorities 
say, though it wasn’t working that day.

Abusalha, the 22-year-old Vero Beach 
suicide bomber, was recorded in a series of
videos before his attack. In one of them, he
addresses the U.S. public in American-ac-
cented English.

“You think you are safe? You are not safe,”
he said. “We are coming for you. Mark my
words.” 

Hasan

Hasan: I want to be 
Islamic State citizen

‘ We have lost many men, and maybe we will lose 
many more men, but that will not stop us from 
implementing our strategy. ’

Ari Mamshae
spokesman for Massoud Barzani, president of Iraq’s semi-autonomous northern Kurdish region

Threat: Western militants going to 
Syria, returning undetected a concern

Islamic State group’s Raqqa Media Center via AP

 An Islamic State fighter  waves their flag from inside a captured government fighter jet 
following the battle for the Tabqa air base, in Raqqa, Syria .

Video depicts beheading of Kurdish 
soldier, warns against US alliance
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 The Associated Press

BEIRUT — Clashes erupted between 
al-Qaida-linked Syrian rebels and U.N. 
peacekeepers in the Golan Heights on Sat-
urday after the militants surrounded their 
encampment, activists and officials said, 
as the international organization risked 
being sucked further into the conflict.

Other U.N. peacekeepers were able to flee 
from a different encampment that was also 
surrounded by rebels of the Nusra Front, 
al-Qaida’s Syrian affiliate, they said.

The clashes came after Syrian rebel 
groups, including the Nusra Front, overran 
the Quneitra crossing — located on the fron-
tier between Syrian and Israeli controlled 
parts of the Golan Heights — on Wednes-
day, seizing 44 Fijian peacekeepers.

The Nusra Front also surrounded the 
nearby Rwihana and Breiqa encamp-
ments, where other U.N. peacekeepers 
were holed up.

The gunbattle began early Saturday at 

the Rwihana base some 1½ miles  from 
Quneitra, where 40 Filipino peacekeep-
ers were surrounded by Nusra fighters 
who  ordered them to surrender, said Rami 
Abdurrahman of the Britain-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Human Rights. The 
Philippines’ Defense Secretary Voltaire 
Gazmin gave a similar account but did not 
name the armed group.

Abdurrahman, whose information comes 
from a network of activists throughout 
Syria, said he was not aware of any fatalities 
among the 40 Filipino peacekeepers in the 
Rwihana encampment as sporadic fighting 
continued throughout the day. A Philippine 
military spokesman, Lt. Col. Ramon Zaga-
la, also said there were no casualties.

The 35 Filipino U.N. peacekeepers at 
the Breiqa encampment were extracted 
on Saturday morning, with the assistance 
of Irish peacekeepers who rushed to the 
scene, said officials.

The Irish U.N. peacekeeper battalion, 

which is tasked with emergency responses, 
evacuated all the Filipino U.N. peacekeep-
ers on Saturday morning, said a military 
official who spoke on condition that his 
name and country of origin not be re-
vealed, citing army policy.

He said there was no shooting involved, 

and no injuries. He said that the Irish bat-
talion also evacuated another base on Fri-
day but provided no further details.

Gazmin confirmed that peacekeepers
from his country were “extricated.” The
Philippine military said there were 35 Fili-
pino troops in the encampment. 

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Secretary 
of Defense Chuck Hagel will visit 
Turkey as the U.S. government 
tries to build a “coalition of the 
willing” to take on Islamic mili-
tants in Syria, the Pentagon an-
nounced Friday.

“Turkey is a key NATO ally. 
And given its border with Syria 
and Iraq, they share our deep 
concerns with … the regional 
threat posed by ISIL,” Pentagon 
Press Secretary Rear Adm. John 
Kirby told reporters.

ISIL is one of the acronyms 
used to refer to the militant group 
the Islamic State, which has taken 
over large swathes of Syria and 
Iraq in recent months.

The U.S. military has been 
bombing Islamic State targets in 
Iraq since Aug. 8, and consider-
ation is being given to expanding 
the air campaign into neighbor-
ing Syria.

“Can [the Islamic State] be de-
feated without addressing that 
part of their organization which 
resides in Syria? The answer is 
no,” Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
Gen. Martin Dempsey told re-
porters last week.

The White House has asked the 
Pentagon to present military op-
tions along these lines.

U.S. officials have said that en-
listing allies and partners in the 
region is key to defeating the mil-
itants, and have suggested that 
the Obama administration will 
attempt to do so before any poten-
tial strikes in Syria are launched.

“We want a coalition of the 
willing. We 
want to seek 
partners in 
this effort,” 
Kirby said.

Hagel’s 
stop in Tur-
key will 
come near 
the end of a 
six-day in-
ternational 
trip which 
begins 
Wednesday.

“Secre-
tary Hagel 

has longstanding relationships 
with Turkey’s leaders, including 
the newly-inaugurated President 
[Recep Tayyip] Erdogan, and he 
views this visit as an important 
opportunity to advance our criti-
cal relationship,” Kirby said.

Turkey is a long-standing ally 
of the U.S., but has sometimes 
opposed American military op-
erations in the Middle East, in-
cluding the 2003 invasion of Iraq. 

Getting Ankara’s support for fur-
ther action against the Islamic 
State would be a major benefit for 
the United States.

Incirlik Air Base in Turkey, 
operated by the U.S. Air Force, 
could be a launching pad for 
strikes against the militants or a 
base for conducting intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance 
flights in Syria.

Persuading the Turkish gov-
ernment to stop allowing Islamic 
militants to transit through Tur-
key on their way from Europe to 
Syria would also be a diplomatic 
victory. Many believe Turkey has 
turned a blind eye to the move-
ments because the militants are 
fighting the Assad regime, which 
Ankara sees as an enemy.

“States in the region [need 
to] stop being ambivalent about 
these extremist groups,” Presi-
dent Barack Obama said at a 
White House press conference 
Thursday.

The president announced that 
he is also sending Secretary of 
State John Kerry to the region to 
rally support.

“Our message to the entire re-
gion is this should be a wake-up 
call to Sunni, to Shia, to every-
body that a group like [the Islam-
ic State] is beyond the pale; that 
they have no vision or ideology 

beyond violence and chaos and 
the slaughter of innocent people. 
And as a consequence, we’ve got 
to all join together — even if we 
have differences on a range of po-
litical issues — to make sure that 
they’re rooted out,” Obama said.

However, it’s unclear whether 
the U.S. will be able to rally the 
kind of support that it’s looking 
for.

When asked if any regional 
allies or partners had promised 
to support a potential American 
air campaign in Syria, Kirby 
said, “I’m not aware of any such 
pledged.”

Kirby noted that governments
in the region are sometimes con-
strained by domestic politics.

“When you work on a coalition
of the willing like that, everybody
is encouraged to bring what they
can and what they’re willing to,” 
he said. “[But] they all have do-
mestic you know domestic leg-
islative issues they have to deal 
with … Every country has to de-
cide for themselves in accordance
with the wishes of their people
what they’re willing to do … It’s 
not about us mandating it.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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UN peacekeepers under 
siege from Syria rebels

ARIEL SCHALIT/AP

Peacekeepers from the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force  observe 
Syria’s Quneitra province at an observation point  in the  Golan Heights, overlooking the 
border with Syria on Friday. On Saturday militants from the al-Qaida-linked Nusra Front 
surrounded several peacekeeper encampments in the area.  

Hagel seeks to build coalition for Syria on trip to Turkey

‘ We want a 
coalition of 
the willing. 
We want 
to seek 
partners in 
this effort. ’
Rear Adm. John 

Kirby
Pentagon press 

secretary

Saudi king warns of
terror threat to West

 RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — The 
king of Saudi Arabia has warned 
that extremists could attack Eu-
rope and the U.S. if there is not a 
strong international response to 
terrorism after the Islamic State 
group seized a wide territory 
across Iraq and Syria.

While not mentioning any ter-
rorist groups by name, King 
Abdullah’s statement appeared 

aimed at drawing Washington and 
NATO forces into a wider fight 
against the Islamic State group 
and its supporters in the region. 
Saudi Arabia openly backs rebels 
fighting Syrian President Bashar 
Assad, but is concerned that the 
breakaway al-Qaida group could 
also turn those very same weap-
ons on the kingdom.

“I am certain that after a month 
they will reach Europe and, after 
another month, America,” he said 
at a reception for foreign ambas-

sadors Friday.
Official Saudi media car-

ried the king’s comments early 
Saturday.

“These terrorists do not know 
the name of humanity and you 
have witnessed them severing 
heads and giving them to chil-
dren to walk with in the street,” 
the king said, urging the ambas-
sadors to relay his message di-
rectly to their heads of state. 

From The Associated Press
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 BY JUERGEN BAETZ
 AND JIM HEINTZ

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS — The European 
Union on Saturday warned that 
the apparent incursion of Russian 
troops on Ukrainian soil pushes 
the conflict closer to a point of no 
return, with new economic sanc-
tions being drawn up to make 
Moscow reconsider its position.

Ukrainian President Petro Po-
roshenko, who briefed a summit 
of the 28-nation EU’s leaders in 
Brussels, said a strong response 
was needed to the “military ag-
gression and terror” facing his 
country.

“Thousands of the foreign 
troops and hundreds of the for-
eign tanks are now on the terri-
tory of Ukraine,” Poroshenko told 
reporters in English. “There is a 
very high risk not only for peace 
and stability for Ukraine, but for 
the whole peace and stability of 
Europe.”

French President Francois 
Hollande and Swedish Prime 
Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt said 
upon their arrival for the summit 
in Brussels the leaders will make 
a political decision and then ask 
the EU’s executive arm to finalize 
the fine print of new sanctions.

Lithuanian leader Dalia Gry-
bauskaite added Russia’s med-
dling in Ukraine, which seeks 
closer ties with the EU, amounts 
to a direct confrontation that re-
quires stronger sanctions.

“Russia is practically in the 
war against Europe,” she said in 
English.

NATO estimates that at least 
1,000 Russian soldiers are in 
Ukraine even though Russia de-
nies any military involvement 
in the fighting that has so far 
claimed 2,600 lives, according to 
U.N. figures.

British Prime Minister David 

Cameron also warned that Eu-
rope can’t be complacent about 
Russian troops on Ukrainian 
soil.

“Countries in Europe shouldn’t 
have to think long before real-
izing just how unacceptable that 
is,” he said. “We know that from 
our history. So consequences 
must follow.”

Conceding ground in the face 
of a reinvigorated rebel offensive, 
Ukraine said Saturday that it was 
abandoning a city where its forces 
have been surrounded by rebels 
for days. Government forces were 
also pulling back from another it 
had claimed to have taken control 
of two weeks earlier.

The statements by Col. Andriy 
Lysenko, a spokesman for the 
national security council, indi-
cate that Ukrainian forces face 
increasingly strong resistance 
from Russian-backed separatist 
rebels just weeks after racking 
up significant gains and forcing 
rebels out of much of the territory 
they had held.

Poroshenko, meanwhile, said 
Ukraine would welcome an 
EU decision to help with mili-
tary equipment and further 
intelligence-sharing.

The office of the Donetsk mayor 
reported in a statement that at 
least two people died in an artil-
lery attack on one of Donetsk’s 
neighborhoods. Shelling was re-
ported elsewhere in the city, but 
there was no immediate word on 
casualties.

In Brussels, European Com-
mission President Jose Manuel 
Barroso said “sanctions are not 
an end in themselves,” but a 
means to dissuade Russia from 
further destabilizing Ukraine.

“We may see a situation where 
we reach the point of no return,” 
Barroso warned. “If the escala-
tion of the conflict continues, this 
point of no return can come.” 

EU set to impose 
new sanctions 
against Russia

UKRAINE

 BY ANNIE GOWEN

The Washington Post

MARIUPOL, Ukraine — Since 
Monday, more than 200 Ukrai-
nian volunteer soldiers have been 
trapped in the southeastern town 
of Ilyovaisk, surrounded by sepa-
ratists they say have been freshly 
supplied with troops and high-
tech weapons from Russia. Food 
and ammunition have dwindled, 
and the death toll is mounting.

The soldiers’ plight and their 
apparent dispatch into battle with 
little training and inadequate 
equipment has sparked scorn 
across Ukraine in recent days. 
Volunteer commanders venting 
on Facebook have denounced 
what they say is the government’s 
neglect, and protesters have gath-
ered in the capital, Kiev, chant-
ing, “Weapons for patriots.”

The episode is significant be-
cause it exposes the weakness of 
Ukraine’s armed forces — the re-
sult of years of neglect — as the 
country pivots from a civil con-
flict to face a far more formidable 
foe, its neighbor to the east.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin focused international at-
tention on the trapped soldiers 
Friday by calling in a statement 
for a protected route to allow 
them to retreat, even as evidence 
mounted of a broad incursion into 
Ukraine by Russian troops and 
military vehicles.

“I call on the rebel forces to 
open a humanitarian corridor 
for the Ukrainian troops who are 
surrounded, so as to avoid unnec-
essary casualties and to give them 
the opportunity to withdraw from 
the zone of operations,” Putin 
said.

The statement opened a day on 
which Ukraine raised the pros-
pect of joining NATO in hopes of 
deterring an outright Russian in-
vasion and Putin likened the sep-

aratists’ Ukrainian antagonists to 
the Nazi forces that invaded Rus-
sia in World War II.

By Friday evening, Ukraine’s 
military spokesman, Col. Andriy 
Lysenko, said no corridor had ma-
terialized near Ilyovaisk, and the 
spokesman for one of the largest 
militia battalions said the fight-
ers had come under heavy fire 
throughout the day as they tried 
to break through a double ring of 
rebels. The day’s death toll was 
not known.

“Fights are being conducted. 
There are dead people. There are 
wounded. But there is hope,” said 
Vasilisa Trofimovich, the battal-
ion spokesman.

One volunteer soldier, who gave 
his name only as Vladimir for 
safety reasons, said he and other 
members of his unit had been 
hunkered down in a basement, ra-
tioning the bullets for their aging 
assault rifles and killing farm 
chickens to survive. Meanwhile, 
he said, they were being attacked 
from all sides by separatists and 
Russians armed with sophisticat-
ed guns and tanks.

“For a while, I thought they 
wouldn’t abandon us,” he said of 
Ukraine’s government, speaking 
by telephone. “But now I under-
stand what’s really going on.”

The battalions were launched 
in spring after the onset of ten-
sions between Russian-backed 
separatists, largely based in the 
east, and Ukrainians who want 
the country to ally itself with Eu-
rope and the West.

As fighting began, citizens 
scrambled to defend the country 
against the separatist uprising 
after it became apparent that the 
armed forces had been enfeebled 
by years of cost-cutting and ne-
glect. A text-message campaign 
seeking funds for military de-
fense brought in millions.

At the same time, former pro-

testers who had helped oust a
president in February hungered 
to join the fight. The national gov-
ernment established volunteer
battalions as a way to help would-
be fighters get to the front under
some form of government auspic-
es. More than 7,000 volunteer sol-
diers now serve in 10 battalions 
under the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. By contrast, rebel forces
say they have about 12,000 volun-
teer soldiers.

One former small-business
owner from the southeastern city
of Donetsk, who said he had never 
picked up a gun, said he joined up 
to fight after his city descended 
into chaos and he was forced to
close his business.

“I realized it had to be me who
was going to defend my city,” said
the businessman, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity for 
safety reasons.

He found himself in a one-
month training course with
lawyers, doctors and other profes-
sionals, including a chef from one 
of Kiev’s finest hotels. At the end
of training, he was given a Soviet-
era Kalashnikov assault rifle. But
the snipers in his unit fared worse: 
They left training with cartridges
that dated to World War II.

The volunteers were told their 
role was to secure cities in the
wake of the country’s regular
armed forces, but they quickly 
realized they were going to be in-
volved in full-scale combat.

A spokesman for the military’s 
National Security and Defense
Council, Bogdan Voron, rejected
the idea that the volunteer bri-
gades were unprepared.

“A lot of these volunteers had 
[mandatory] military service.
They are policemen, former ser-
vicemen,” he said. “They have a 
really good background to serve 
their country.” 

Trapped soldiers’ plight puts focus 
on Ukraine military’s weakness

EFREM LUKATSKY/AP

Volunteers march Tuesday in Kiev before being sent to the eastern part of Ukraine to join the ranks of 
special battalion unit fighting against pro-Russian separatists .

MSTYSLAV CHERNOV/AP

A man passes shops burned by shelling near the train station in the 
rebel-held city of Donetsk, Ukraine, on Saturday .   
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 BY PAUL J. WEBER

The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas  — Tough, new Texas 
abortion restrictions are on hold after a 
federal judge found Republican-led efforts 
to hold abortion clinics to hospital-level 
operating standards unconstitutional in a 
ruling that spares more than a dozen clin-
ics from imminent closure.

The state vowed to quickly appeal Fri-
day’s ruling by U.S. District Judge Lee 
Yeakel in Austin, who cited other rules 
GOP lawmakers have  passed recently in 
his decision to throw out requirements that 
clinics meet hospital operating standards.

Those prior abortion restrictions include 
mandatory sonograms and a 24-hour wait-
ing period after a woman first seeks out an 
abortion.

“These substantial obstacles have 
reached a tipping point,” Yeakel wrote in a 
21-page opinion.

Yeakel sided with clinics that sued over 
one of the most disputed measures of a 
sweeping anti-abortion bill signed by Re-
publican Gov. Rick Perry in 2013. The 
ruling stops new clinic requirements that 
would have left seven abortion facilities in 
Texas come Monday, when the law was set 
to take effect.

Texas currently has 19 abortion provid-
ers — already down from more than 40 
just two years ago, according to groups 
that sued the state for the second time over 
the law known as HB2.

The ruling blocks a portion of the that 
law would have required abortion facilities 
in Texas to have operating rooms, air fil-
tration systems and other costly additions 
that are typically only mandated in surgi-
cal settings.

“I am truly disappointed in today’s rul-

ing that undermines a concerted effort to 
improve health care for women in Texas 
by raising the standard of care in abortion 
clinics,” Republican Lt. Gov. David De-
whurst said.

Yeakel, however, concluded the intent 
was only to “close existing licensed abor-
tion clinics.”

Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott, a 
Republican who is the favorite to become 
governor next year, said he would seek an 
immediate appeal to try to preserve the 
new clinic rules.

Clinics called the measures a backdoor 
effort to outlaw abortions, which has been 
a constitutional right since the Roe v. Wade 
ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1973.

Under the new restrictions, the only re-
maining abortion facilities in Texas would 
have been in major cities, and there would 
have been none in the entire western half 
of the nation’s second-largest state. For 
women in El Paso, the closest abortion pro-
vider would be in New Mexico — an option 
the state wanted Yeakel to take into consid-
eration, even though New Mexico’s rules 

for abortion clinics are far less rigorous.
“The evidence has been stacking up 

against the state and against the politicians 
who so cynically passed these laws in the 
name of safety,” said Amy Hagstrom Mill-
er, CEO of Whole Woman’s Health, which 
would have been among the clinic opera-
tors affected.

Miller said that she will now seek to re-
open a clinic in the Rio Grande Valley as 
soon as the weekend. The clinic closed in 
March, leaving the nearest abortion pro-
vider more than 200 miles away in San 
Antonio.

Some clinics in Texas already stopped 
offering abortions after another part of the 
2013 bill required doctors to have admit-
ting privileges at nearby hospitals. That 
part of the law has been upheld by the 5th 
U.S. Circuit Court in New Orleans, where 
the state will now seek a second reversal.

“The State disagrees with the court’s 
ruling and will seek immediate relief from 
the Fifth Circuit, which has already upheld 
HB2 once,” Abbott spokeswoman Lauren 
Bean said. 
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 BY JOSH LEDERMAN 
AND ERICA WERNER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — President 
Barack Obama’s possible delay in 
taking action on immigration has 
thrown advocates and lawmak-
ers from both parties a curveball, 
barely two months before the 
midterm elections.

Democrats who were bracing 
for the impact that Obama’s long-
awaited announcement would 
have on their campaigns are now 
rethinking aspects of their strat-
egy for the fall. Republicans who 
were considering legislative at-
tempts to block Obama must re-
consider whether that’s the best 
use of the few remaining work 
weeks before Election Day.

And immigration advocates, al-
ready frustrated by how long it’s 
taken Obama to act, must decide 
whether to pressure the president 
publicly to stop stalling or remain 
hopeful he’ll give them a favor-
able outcome in the end.

Obama in June said that by the 
end of the summer, he’d announce 
what steps he had decided to take 

to fix the nation’s immigration 
system in the absence of a legis-
lative fix from Capitol Hill. But 
Obama backed away from that 
deadline on Thursday, and the 
White House on Friday acknowl-
edged it was possible the decision 
would slip past the end of summer. 
It was unclear whether any delay 
would be a mere matter of weeks 
or could push the announcement 
past the November elections.

“The president is determined 
to take the kinds of steps that 
are available to him,” said White 
House spokesman Josh Earnest. 
But he added he had no details 
about when that would happen.

Reluctant to be seen as putting 
on the brakes for political rea-
sons, White House officials sug-
gested that if the decision slips 
past summer, it would be because 
of the situation on the border, not 
the election.

For months, the Obama admin-
istration has been working to stem 
the surge of unaccompanied mi-
nors crossing into the U.S. Those 
numbers have declined, but offi-
cials have said the numbers could 
creep back up as cooler tempera-

tures arrive in the fall.
The White House has been coy 

about what options Obama is con-
sidering, but much of the focus 
has centered on steps Obama 
could take to defer deportations 
for millions of people in the U.S. 
illegally, effectively granting 
them permission to remain and 
work in the U.S. Republicans say 
that’s beyond Obama’s authority 
and even a few endangered Dem-
ocrats have said Obama should 
look to Congress to take that step.

For Democrats, who are fight-
ing most of their toughest races 
this year in conservative-leaning 
states that are leery of Obama, 
presidential action has been seen 
as a likely liability in the elec-
tion, fueling GOP arguments that 
Obama is exceeding his authority 
and that he and Democrats are 
refusing to enforce immigration 
laws. Chris Lehane, a  California-
based Democratic strategist, 
said the timing of Obama’s ac-
tion could affect whether voters 
enthusiastic about immigration 
show up to vote.

“All of these elections are going 

to be so laser-tight — 5,000 votes 
one way or the other — that at 
some level, what’s out there at the 
broader, national level at election 
time could push things over the 
edge,” Lehane said.

Obama’s timing could affect 
congressional action on a must-
pass spending bill to fund govern-
ment operations into December. 
Congress is expected to make that 
its first order of business when 
lawmakers return from their 
summer recess after Labor Day.

A number of Republicans have 
raised the possibility of using that 
legislation to block Obama from 
expanding deportation deferrals 
or granting work permits to those 
here illegally. Such a move would 
set up a confrontation between 
the GOP-controlled House and 
the Democratic-controlled Senate 
that raises the specter of a gov-
ernment shutdown, which would 
likely be blamed on Republicans 
and could hurt their prospects in 
November.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., 
has been urging Obama not to 
act alone on immigration, and 

warned the president in a letter
this week that doing so would im-
peril prospects for overhauling
immigration laws after the elec-
tion. Rubio’s spokesman, Alex
Conant, called the apparent delay 
a positive sign and one he hoped
Obama would make permanent.

“It appears that the White
House made a short-term po-
litical calculation that this was 
bad for them in the midterms,” 
Conant said.

Immigration advocates were
taken aback by word of the po-
tential delay, having been given
no advance warning by the White
House. Kica Matos of the Fair
Immigration Reform Movement 
said that after spending months
keeping the pressure on Obama,
the group had been shifting into 
preparations for the announce-
ment itself. Now, Matos said, ex-
hausted advocates will have keep
up the pressure to ensure Obama
doesn’t get cold feet and call off 
the announcement altogether.

“They say they’re going to move
forward, then somebody goes ‘boo’
and then they hide,” Matos said. 

Obama immigration delay stirs uncertainty

2 Guard troops 
along border get
financial help

 The Associated Press

PHARR, Texas  — At least two Texas
National Guard troops are in need of fi-
nancial assistance after being sent to the
Texas-Mexico border in response to a 
surge of children pouring into the U.S. il-
legally, officials said Friday.

The National Guard  initially had identi-
fied 50 soldiers who might need financial
help, said spokeswoman Lt. Col. Joanne
MacGregor. The Guard members are part
of the up to 1,000 troops ordered to the bor-
der in July by Texas Republican Gov. Rick
Perry.

After the 50 soldiers were interviewed, 
only two submitted requests for help, which
the Guard says comes from a private or-
ganization. The others could be helped if
needed, officials said.

“Given the large influx of servicemem-
bers into the area over the past week, our 
Family Assistance Coordinator in the Rio
Grande Valley was being extremely pro-
active in identifying possible assistance
options for additional servicemembers,” 
MacGregor said.

Family assistance coordinators help mil-
itary members across Texas, regardless of 
deployment or duty status, she said.

The financial hardships troops might 
have experienced could be due to the pay
schedule, as two or three weeks might pass
before Guard members get their first pay-
checks, MacGregor said.

Officials with the Food Bank of the Rio 
Grande Valley in Pharr had said they were
contacted about helping the Guard mem-
bers. MacGregor said she is not aware that 
any Guard member who has received help
from that food bank.

“Gov. Perry is confident the Guard stands
ready to assist any soldier who may need
it, regardless of deployment or duty status
so they can meet the needs of their family,
or the mission they are performing,” said 
Rich Parsons, a Perry spokesman. 

Judge: Texas 
limitations on 
abortion not 
constitutional

RODOLFO GONZALEZ, AUSTIN (TEXAS) AMERICAN-STATESMAN/AP

Abortion rights supporters  demonstrate outside the governor’s mansion Friday  after 
a federal judge in Austin struck down two provisions of the 2013 Texas law that 
restricts abortions. 
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RICHMOND, V a.  — Lawyers made their 
final arguments Friday in the case of a for-
mer-governor and his wife accused taking 
bribes in a five-week-long trial featuring 
soap opera-like details about the couple’s 
fights, crumbling marriage and financial 
troubles.

Prosecutors say former  Virginia Gov. 
Bob McDonnell — a rising star in the Re-
publican party who swept into office in a 
landslide five years ago — and his wife, 
Maureen have been charged in a 14-count 
indictment that accused them of conspira-
cy and bribery. They don’t dispute receiv-
ing the gifts and money, but say they were 
never asked to do anything in exchange for 
them.

The McDonnells were tried together, but 
had their own attorneys present to jurors, 
who were to return Tuesday to get their in-
structions from the judge before beginning 
their deliberations.

On Friday, the first time, Bob McDon-
nell’s lawyer, Henry Asbill said specifical-
ly what the defense has been suggesting for 
the  past five weeks — that the McDonnells’ 
marriage was so strained they could not 
have colluded to get gifts from Williams.

“In private, they were silent. In private, 

they certainly weren’t conspiring,” Asbill 
said.

Prosecutor David Harbach said the Mc-
Donnells spoke several times in favor of a 
sketchy nutritional supplement called An-
atabloc, and held a launch party for it at the 
governor’s mansion.

Harbach urged jurors to focus on two 

questions: Why did Jonnie Williams, CEO 
of the company that made Anatabloc, show-
er the McDonnells with gifts and cash, and 
why did the McDonnells accept?

The answer, he said, was the McDon-
nells were badly in debt, and that Williams 
was willing to provide help if they would 
promote his tobacco-based supplement. 

 BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — If you got 
health coverage through Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s law this 
year, you’ll need a new form from 
your insurance exchange before 
you can file your tax return next 
spring.

Some tax professionals are 
worried that federal and state 
insurance marketplaces won’t 
be able to get those forms out 
in time, creating the risk of de-
layed tax refunds for millions of 
consumers.

The same federal agency that 
had trouble launching Health-
Care.gov last fall is facing the 
heaviest lift.

The Health and Human Ser-
vices Department must send out 
millions of the forms, which are 
like W-2s for people getting tax 

credits to help pay health insur-
ance premiums.

The form is called a 1095-A, 
and it lists who in each house-
hold has health coverage and how 
much the government paid each 
month to subsidize their premi-
ums. Nearly 5 million people 
have gotten subsidies through 
HealthCare.gov.

If the forms are delayed past 
their Jan. 31 deadline, some peo-
ple may have to wait to file tax re-
turns — and collect their refunds.

A delay of a week or two may not 
sound like much, but many people 
depend on their tax refunds to 
plug holes in family finances.

The uncertainty is unnerving 
to some tax preparation compa-
nies, which try to run their filing 
season operations like a military 
drill. The Obama administration 
says it’s on task, but it won’t pro-

vide much detail.
States operating their own 

health insurance marketplaces 
will also have to send out the 
forms, but the federal exchange 
serving 36 states has the biggest 
job. HHS will have to manage 
that while in the midst of running 
the 2015 health insurance sign-up 
season, when millions more are 
expected to try to get coverage.

“It’s very unrealistic to expect 
that they would be able to imple-
ment a process that distributed 
these forms in the middle of open 
enrollment, and on time,” said 
George Brandes, vice president 
for health care programs at Jack-
son Hewitt Tax Service.

The average tax refund is about 
$2,690, and people who count on 
getting money back often file 
early.

Liberty Tax Service vice presi-

dent Chuck Lovelace said his 
company is giving the feds the 
benefit of the doubt but the possi-
bility of delays “is not something 
we can turn a blind eye to.”

“It could have a dramatic im-
pact on our customers,” Lovelace 
said. “The tax refund is the larg-
est check many consumers get.”

Administration spokesman 
Aaron Albright said officials are 
“working to develop the technical 
processes to ensure the forms are 
generated accurately and timely.” 
Part of the plan will include “ro-
bust outreach” to educate con-
sumers about the importance of 
the forms, so 1095-As don’t acci-
dentally wind up in the recycling 
bin.

Some states running their own 
exchanges are providing more 
details about their plans.

California says it will include a 

cover letter with each form to help
consumers understand what they 
need to do. The state is looking at
using email blasts, public events 
and other educational efforts.

“We do not foresee any problems
in meeting our responsibility,”
said James Scullary, a spokes-
man for the state marketplace.

The new health care law offers 
tax credits to help people without
workplace coverage buy private 
health insurance. Next year is 
when the connections between
the law’s coverage expansion and
the tax system will start to sur-
face for consumers.

The nearly 7 million people who
got insurance tax credits through 
federal and state exchanges will 
have to tally up accounts with
the Internal Revenue Service to
ensure that they got the amount
they were legally entitled to. 

Tax forms could be challenge for health site

Study: Novel 
heart failure 
drug shows 
big promise

 BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE

The Associated Press

A new study reports one of the biggest 
potential advances against heart failure
in more than a decade — a first-of-a-kind, 
experimental drug that lowered the chanc-
es of death or hospitalization by about 20 
percent.

Doctors say the Novartis drug — which
doesn’t have a name yet — seems like one
of those rare, breakthrough therapies that 
could quickly change care for more than 
half of the 6 million Americans and 24 mil-
lion people worldwide with heart failure.

“This is a new day” for patients, said Dr. 
Clyde Yancy, cardiology chief at North-
western University in Chicago and a former
American Heart Association president.

“It’s been at least a decade since we’ve
had a breakthrough of this magnitude,”
said Yancy, who had no role in the study.

It involved nearly 8,500 people in 47
countries and was the largest experiment
ever done in heart failure. It was paid 
for, designed and partly run by Novartis,
based in Basel, Switzerland. Independent
monitors stopped the study in April, seven
months earlier than planned, when it was
clear the drug was better than an older one
that is standard now.

During the 27-month study, the Novar-
tis drug cut the chances of dying of heart-
 related causes by 20 percent and for any
reason by 16 percent, compared  with the
older drug. It also reduced the risk of being 
hospitalized for heart failure by 21 percent.

 Results were disclosed Saturday at a Eu-
ropean Society of Cardiology conference 
in Barcelona and published online by the
New England Journal of Medicine.

Novartis will seek approval for the drug 
— for now called LCZ696 — by the end of 
this year in the United States and early
next year in Europe

Heart failure is the top reason older peo-
ple are hospitalized, and a leading cause of 
death.  

Final arguments 
unfold at trial of 
VA. ex-governor

STEVE HELBER/AP

Former Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell, center, arrives at federal court Friday with 
 daughter Jeanine McDonnell Zubowsky  and son Bobby  McDonnell   in Richmond, Va. 

California appeals ruling ending teacher tenure
 BY ANDREW DALTON

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES  — Gov. Jerry Brown 
appealed a court ruling that struck down 
tenure and other job protections for Cal-
ifornia’s teachers, setting himself apart 
from leaders in some other states who have 
fought to end such protections or at least 
raise the standards for obtaining them.

Attorney General Kamala Harris filed 
the appeal late Friday in a Los Angeles 
County court on behalf of the governor and 
the state.

The move came a day after Superior 
Court Judge Rulf Treu finalized his June 
ruling that found five laws violated the 

California Constitution by depriving some 
of the state’s 6.2 million students of a qual-
ity education. He’d earlier said the system 
“shocks the conscience.”

The governor’s one-page notice of appeal 
said that under the state’s constitution “the 
important issues presented in this case — 
if they are to have statewide legal impact 
— must be reviewed by a higher court, ei-
ther the Court of Appeal or the Supreme 
Court of California.”

It says that for reasons that are “unclear 
and unexplained” actual school districts 
were dismissed as parties to the lawsuit 
before trial, meaning the court’s decision 
“applies only to parties that have no role or 

duties under the challenged lawsuits.”
It also criticizes Treu for failing to provide 

details on the legal basis for his reasoning, 
and simply making his tentative decision 
final instead of elaborating and expanding 
on in the ruling  affirmed Thursday.

Republicans had urged state leaders not 
to appeal the ruling and criticized his deci-
sion to do so Friday.

“A federal court ruled that the State of 
California is depriving minority children 
their constitutionally guaranteed right to 
an equal education and the governor de-
cides to appeal? Unbelievable,” Senate Mi-
nority Leader Bob Huff, R-Diamond Bar, 
said in a written response. 
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GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — An 
international organization in-
volved in assessing post-conflict 
reconstruction says it will take 
20 years for Gaza’s battered and 
neglected housing stock to be re-
built following the war between 
Hamas and Israel.

The assessment by Shelter 
Cluster, co-chaired by the U.N. 
refugee agency and the Red 
Cross, underscores the complexi-
ties involved in an overall recon-
struction program for the Gaza 
Strip, which some Palestinian of-
ficials have estimated could cost 
in excess of $6 billion.

Any effort to rebuild Gaza will 
be hindered by a blockade im-
posed by Egypt and Israel since 
the Islamic militant group Hamas 
seized power in 2007. Israel has 
severely restricted the import 
of concrete and other building 
materials into Gaza, fearing that 
militants will use them to build 
rockets and reinforce cross-bor-
der attack tunnels.

Egypt and Norway have raised 
the possibility of convening a Gaza 
donors’ conference at some point 

next month, but no firm arrange-
ments have been made. With a 
population of 1.8 million, Gaza is 
a densely populated coastal strip 
of urban warrens and agricultural 
land that still bears the scars of 
previous rounds of fighting.

In its report issued late Friday, 

Shelter Cluster said 17,000 Gaza 
housing units were destroyed or 
severely damaged during this 
summer’s war, and 5,000 units still 
need work after damage sustained 
in  previous military campaigns. 

In addition, it says, Gaza has a 
housing deficit of 75,000 units. 

Shelter Cluster said its 20-year 
assessment is based on the capac-
ity of the main Israel-Gaza cargo 
crossing to handle 100 trucks of 
construction materials daily.

The latest war began after three 
Israeli teens were killed in the 
West Bank by Hamas operatives 
in June, prompting Israel to ar-
rest hundreds of Hamas members 
there. 

Rocket fire from Gaza on Israeli 
cities then escalated, and Israel 
launched a massive air and later 
ground campaign.  The fighting 
lasted almost two months.

 Over 2,100 Palestinians, most 
civilians, died in the war. Israel 
lost 71 people, all but six of them 
soldiers. 

 BY JONATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH

The Associated Press

MONROVIA, Liberia — 
Crowds celebrated in the streets 
of Liberia’s capital on Saturday 
after authorities reopened a slum 
where tens of thousands of people 
had been barricaded for more 
than a week to contain the coun-
try’s Ebola outbreak.

The blockade of the West Point 
neighborhood had sparked un-
rest as residents feared running 
out of food and safe water on the 
peninsula.

Lifting the quarantine Satur-
day morning doesn’t mean there 
is no Ebola in the West Point slum, 
said Information Minister Lewis 
Brown. Authorities, though, are 
more confident now that they can 
work with residents to screen for 
the sick, he said.

“They’re comfortable with the 
way the leadership and the com-
munity is working with the health 
team to make sure that the com-
munity remains safe,” he said.

Liberia has been the hardest hit 
of the five countries with Ebola 
cases in West Africa, reporting 
at least 694 deaths among 1,378 
cases. More than 3,000 cases 
have been reported across Li-
beria, Guinea, Sierra Leone and 
Nigeria, and on Friday, Senegal 
announced its first case. A stu-
dent from Guinea who had been 
missing for several weeks showed 
up at a hospital in Dakar  seeking 
treatment .

Ebola drug works 
on 18 monkeys

 An experimental Ebola 
drug healed all 18 monkeys 
infected with the deadly 
virus in a study, boosting 
hopes that the treatment 
might help fight the out-
break raging through West 
Africa — once more of it 
can be made.

The monkeys were given 
the drug ZMapp three to 
five days after they were 
infected with the virus and 
when most were showing 
symptoms. That is several 
days later than any other 
experimental Ebola treat-
ment tested so far. The drug 
also completely protected 
six other monkeys given a 
slightly different version of 
it three days after infection 
in a pilot test. 

  It’s not known how well 
the drug would work in 
people, who can take up to 
21 days to show symptoms 
and are not infected the 
way these monkeys were in 
a lab.  Several experts said 
it’s not possible to estimate 
a window of opportunity for 
treating people .

The study was published 
online Friday by the jour-
nal Nature. 
From The Associated Press

 BY LUIS MANUEL GALEANO 
AND ESTEBAN FELIX

The Associated Press

BONANZA, Nicaragua — Ni-
caraguan rescuers have saved 22 
of at least 26 workers trapped in a 
mine collapse and were working 
Saturday to free the rest, officials 
said.

Two  made their way to safety 
shortly after a Thursday morning 
collapse cut off the exit at the El 
Comal gold and silver mine in the 
town of Bonanza . First Lady Ro-
sario Murillo said 20 of the min-
ers were freed late Friday. 

Rescued miner Marvin Urbina, 
34, said he and some of his fellow 
miners saw an avalanche of mud 
and rock coming their way. 

They stuck to the walls of the 
mine but at least four of their 
co-workers were crushed by the 
mud and rock streaming down 
the shaft, he said.

“I asked God to let me live and 
he listened to me and now I will 
serve Him,” an emotional Urbina 
told Channel 6.

Interior Vice Minister Carlos 
Najar said the miners were a bit 
dehydrated but in good health.

“They are coming out little by 
little, it’s a slow process but we 
want to make sure they can get 
out safely,” Najar told Channel 

6 state television. He added that 
more of the miners were expect-
ed to be rescued overnight.

The miners were checked by 
paramedics and taken to a clin-
ic in Bonanza, about 260 miles 
northeast of Managua.

Hundreds of relatives and fel-
low miners had gathered to pray 
outside the mine as rescuers lined 
up several ladders along a 200-
foot-long tunnel leading toward 
where the men were trapped. 

The mine cuts into the side of a 
mountain and then goes upward.

 Outside the mine, Jorge Her-
nandez, 25, said he learned his 
brother was one of the miners 
trapped while watching television 
in Nicaragua’s capital, Managua. 
He rushed to Bonanza.

“We’re praying to God with all 
of our souls so that my brother 
and the other men can be rescued 
alive and well,” he said. 

He added that his brother Mi-
chael, 24, moved to Bonanza from 
Managua last year to work in the 
mine.

It was unclear if he was one of 
those rescued.

The gold and silver mine is on a 
concession held by Hemco, which 
is owned by Colombia-based 
Minero SA. But the trapped min-
ers themselves are freelancers 

allowed to work in the area if they 
sell any gold they find to the firm, 
mining company spokesman Gre-
gorio Downs told The Associated 

Press.
Downs said the company had 

warned miners about the danger 
of working in the El Comal area, 

especially after two miners died
in a rain-caused landslide there
last month.

“We live by extracting mineral 
from Hemco. They told us digging
here was risky, but sometimes
one is willing to risk it for a few
more cents,” said Absalon Toledo,
leader of the informal miners.

According to the Hemco’s web-
site, the company has mined in 
the north Atlantic municipality
since 1995 .

Housing 
hit hard 
in Gaza

ADEL HANA/AP

A Palestinian boy runs between the rubble of houses Wednesday 
that were hit by Israeli strikes in Beit Hanoun, in the  Gaza Strip  .

17,000
The number of Gaza hous-
ing units destroyed or severely 
damaged during this summer’s 
war, according to an assess-
ment by Shelter Cluster, which 
is co-chaired by the U.N. refu-
gee agency and the Red Cross. 
Five thousand units still need 
work after damage sustained in 
the previous military campaigns, 
the group said, and in addition, 
Gaza has a housing deficit of 
75,000 units.

ESTEBAN FELIX/AP

Emergency responders help a  miner  Friday walk from   the entrance to the El Comal gold and silver mine in 
Bonanza, Nicaragua .  At least 22 miners were rescued more than 24 hours after a collapse at the mine.

Liberia lifts blockade 
of slum over Ebola 

22 miners rescued after 
landslide in Nicaragua

‘ They are coming out little by little. It’s a slow 
process, but we want to make sure they can 
get out safely. ’

Carlos Najar
Nicaragua interior minister
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NBA, NFL age limits only benefit the leagues
 Bloomberg News  editorial 

As the college football season kicks 
off, the question of whether col-
lege athletes should be treated as 
professionals hangs in the air. Yet 

one issue has been oddly absent from the 
debate: the age restrictions the NFL and 
NBA place on their players.

Almost no other profession prohibits 
child prodigies from being paid for their 
skills. An 18-year-old can become a pro-
fessional doctor or lawyer — or a shortstop 
or goalie — but not a point guard or line-
backer, at least not in the NBA and NFL. 
The two leagues have sealed off their labor 
markets to anyone under the ages of 19 and 
21, respectively.

The leagues cling to the fiction that 
these prohibitions are in the interest of the 
young men. But the rule costs many young 
men millions of dollars — and exploits the 
educational institutions where they play.

The leagues have basically outsourced 
their minor-league systems to colleges, 
which spend hundreds of millions develop-
ing talent and separating the wheat from 
the chaff. If college players sustain career-
ending injuries before they make a nickel, 
that’s their tough luck. Last year the best 
defensive player in college football, the 
University of South Carolina’s 20-year-old 
Jadeveon Clowney, took out an insurance 
policy on future earnings because he was 
barred from entering the NFL and under-
stood the financial risks of getting hurt 
during his third year of college.

The  majority of collegiate athletes will 
never play professionally, of course, and 
even most elite athletes need more time to 
develop their skills before going pro. But 
not all. Before the NBA increased its mini-
mum age to 19, LeBron James, Dwight 
Howard, Kobe Bryant and Kevin Garnett 
all had immediate success as 18-year-old 

rookies and have long been among the best
players in the NBA.

The players’ union was wrong to accept
the higher age restriction and should re-
sist any push by new NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver to raise it further. Instead, the
union should insist that the NBA put more
money into its development league to make
it a more attractive alternative to high
school players with no interest in college.

The NFL has no developmental league, 
but an independent league (FXFL) is be-
ginning this fall in four cities and could
grow into the minor league system the NFL
needs. Most 18-year-olds are not ready to
play for a college football team, no less a
professional team, but a few may be — and
others are ready at 19 or 20.

It may well be that most 18-year-olds
are better off going to college, even if they
don’t end up earning a diploma. But the 
choice should be theirs to make. 

 The whopper about global taxation
 BY MEGAN MCARDLE

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON

Jacob Levy, an American professor 
living in Montreal, made a point on 
Twitter last  week that I wish more 
journalists would take to heart: If 

you’re writing about inversions, and you 
don’t prominently mention global taxation 
in the first few paragraphs, then your ar-
ticle is not serious and anyone with even 
a smidgen of actual interest in the issue 
should stop reading.

Let me explain. Or actually, in the case 
of Burger King’s planned acquisition of 
Tim Hortons , let my colleague Matt Levine 
explain, because he is smarter and funnier 
and a better writer than I am, and has al-
ready nicely summed things up:

“The purpose of an inversion has never 
been, and never could be, and never will 
be, ‘Ooh, Canada has a 15 percent tax rate, 
and the U.S. has a 35 percent tax rate, so 
we can save 20 points of taxes on all our 
income by moving.’ Instead the main pur-
pose is always: ‘If we’re incorporated in 
the U.S., we’ll pay 35 percent taxes on our 
income in the U.S. and Canada and Mexico 
and Ireland and Bermuda and the Cayman 
Islands, but if we’re incorporated in Can-
ada, we’ll pay 35 percent on our income 
in the U.S. but 15 percent in Canada and 
30 percent in Mexico and 12.5 percent in 
Ireland and zero percent in Bermuda and 
zero percent in the Cayman Islands.”

What is he talking about? The United 
States, unlike most developed-world gov-
ernments, insists on taxing the global in-
come of its citizens and corporations that 
have U.S. headquarters. And because the 
U.S. has some of the highest tax rates in 
the world, especially on corporate income, 
this amounts to demanding that everyone 
who got their start here owes us taxes, for-
ever, on anything they earn abroad.

This is a great deal for the U.S. govern-
ment, which gets to collect income tax 
even though it’s not providing the compa-
nies sewers or roads or courts or no-knock 
raids on their abodes. On the other hand, 
it’s not a very good deal for said citizens 
and corporations, especially because our 
government has made increasingly obnox-
ious demands on foreign institutions to help 
them collect that tax. Both private citizens 
and corporations who have a lot of income 
abroad are deciding that they’d rather re-
nounce their ties to the U.S. than deal with 
the expense and hassle of letting it tap into 
income that they have earned using some 
other country’s roads and sewers and po-
lice protection.

Practically speaking, global taxation is 
hard to enforce and loaded with bad incen-
tives, which is why our fellow members of 
the Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development have moved away 
from global taxation of corporate income, 
and abandoned global taxation of person-
al income. If anything, the U.S. has gone 
in the other direction — by insisting, for 
instance, that foreign companies report 
various financial transactions with U.S. 
citizens to the Internal Revenue Service, 
and taxing foreign cost of living allow-
ances, which makes it more expensive for 
companies to employ expats. On the cor-
porate side, the Obama administration has 
repeatedly suggested tightening up on tax 
deferral of foreign income and other cred-
its, which would make it even more expen-
sive to be a corporation based in the U.S.

Logically, there’s also not much of an 
argument for global taxation. OK, yes, 
most people born and raised here were 
educated and provided various services by 
the government to get them to adulthood. 
But we’re overwhelmingly the largest net 
recipient of immigrants, and most of those 
people were educated and provided various 
services by their governments to get them 
to adulthood; we don’t seem to think there’s 
a problem with us free-riding on all those 
other nations. And surely there’s a statute 
of limitation on what you owe the govern-
ment that raised you; 40 years later, should 
those expats still have to file insanely com-
plicated returns to the IRS? Because that’s 

what we currently demand.
The argument is even weaker for cor-

porate taxation; it boils down to “the po-
lice kept people from sacking your first
headquarters, so therefore you owe us 35
percent of everything you make, forever.”
Loan sharks and protection rackets offer
more reasonable terms than this.

As my colleague Matt points out, most
Americans — including a lot of journalists
who write about this — seem to be under
the misimpression that companies that
invert, or people who renounce their citi-
zenship, are doing so to get a lower tax rate
on income they earn here. And in a few
intellectual-property-based businesses, 
which can make aggressive use of transfer
pricing strategies to declare most of their
income in low- or no-tax countries, these
complaints have some basis. In most cases, 
however, including Burger King, they’re 
doing it because the U.S. inexplicably in-
sists on taking a big chunk off the top of
all their foreign income, and making their 
lives miserable in the process.

If we’re worried about inversion, then
the U.S. government should follow the lead 
of other developed countries, and move to
territorial taxation. Otherwise, we should 
stop complaining when people and corpo-
rations decide that they’d rather be a citi-
zen of some more sane system somewhere
else.
 Megan McArdle is a Bloomberg View columnist 
who writes on economics, business and public 
policy.
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BY GEORGE F. WILL

WASHINGTON

To take the measure of this un-
commonly interesting public 
man, begin with two related facts 
about him. Paul Ryan has at least 

67 cousins in his Wisconsin hometown 
of Janesville, where there are six Ryan 
households within eight blocks of his home. 
And in his new book, “The Way Forward: 
Renewing the American Idea,” he says 
something few politicians say, which is why 
so many are neither trusted nor respected. 
Ryan says he was wrong.

At a Wisconsin 4-H fair in 2012, Ryan 
encountered a Democrat who objected to 
what then was one of Ryan’s signature rhe-
torical tropes — his distinction between 
“makers” and “takers,” the latter being 
people who receive more in government 
spending than they pay in taxes. He had 
been struck by a report that 60 percent of 
Americans were already — this was before 
Obamacare — “net receivers.” But his en-
counter at the fair reminded him that, for a 
while, he and many people he cared about 
had been takers, too.

The morning after a night “working the 
Quarter Pounder grill at McDonald’s,” 
Ryan, 16, found his father, who had been 
troubled by alcohol, dead in bed. Janes-
ville’s strong sinews of community sus-

tained Ryan and his mother; so did Social 
Security survivor benefits. When GM’s 
Janesville assembly plant closed, draining 
about $220 million of annual payroll from 
a town of 60,000, many relatives, friends 
and constituents needed the social safety 
net — unemployment compensation, job 
training, etc.

“At the fair that day, I realized I’d been 
careless with my language,” he writes. 
“The phrase gave insult where none was 
intended.” He has changed his language 
and his mind somewhat but thinks the fun-
damental things still apply.

“Society,” Ryan writes, “functions 
through institutions that operate in the 
space between the individual and the 
state,” and “government exists to protect 
the space where all of these great things 
occur.” Hence government has a “support-
ing role” as “the enabler of other institu-
tions.” Progressive government, however, 
works, sometimes inadvertently but often 
deliberately, to subordinate or supplant 
those institutions. This depletion of social 
capital is comprehensively injurious to the 
culture. And “all the tax cuts in the world 
don’t matter much if you don’t get the cul-
ture right.”

Progressivism  aims  to place individuals 
in unmediated dependency on a govern-
ment that can proclaim, as Barack Obama 
does: “If you’ve got a business, you didn’t 

build that. Somebody else made that hap-
pen.” Meaning, people depend on govern-
ment for what they are and have.

Few of today’s progressives are ac-
quainted with their doctrine’s intellectual 
pedigree or its consistent agenda. Progres-
sivism’s founders, however, considered it 
essential that the nation make progress, as 
they understood this, beyond the Found-
ers’ natural rights philosophy, which limits 
government by saying (in the Declaration 
of Independence) that it is “instituted” to 
“secure” these rights.

Hence Woodrow Wilson, a progressive 
who understood his doctrine’s premises, 
urged Americans to “not repeat the [Dec-
laration’s] preface.” Progressivism preach-
es that rights do not pre-exist government, 
that they are dispensed and respected by 
government as it sees fit and to fit its pur-
poses. Those purposes grow unconstrained 
by the Constitution that progressives con-
strue as a “living” — meaning infinitely 
elastic — document.

Since 1999, when he became its sec-
ond-youngest member, Ryan has been 
an intellectual ornament to the House of 
Representatives — and a headache for 
risk-averse Republican Party operatives. 
They pay lip service to electing conserva-
tives who will make the choices necessary 
to stabilize the architecture of the entitle-
ment system and unleash the economic 

growth that must finance the system’s
promises. But they want to let voters re-
main oblivious about the choices required
by that architecture’s rickety condition.

Such Republicans are complicit with
Obama, who demonstrated the self-de-
structive nature of his now-evaporat-
ing presidency by his contemptuous, and 
contemptible, treatment of Ryan on April
13, 2011. After he loftily aspired to teach
Washington civility, the White House invit-
ed Ryan to sit in the front row at a speech
in which Obama gave an implacably hostile
and mendacious depiction of Ryan’s sug-
gestions for entitlement reforms. Obama
thereby repeated his tawdry performance 
in his 2010 State of the Union address,
when, with Supreme Court justices in the
front row of the House chamber, he cas-
tigated them for the Citizens United deci-
sion, which he misrepresented.

Both times, Obama’s behavior bespoke 
the insecurity of someone who, surround-
ed by sycophants, shuns disputations with
people who can reply. Ryan, however, has
replied with a book that demonstrates
Obama’s wisdom in not arguing with a 
man who has a better mind and better 
manners.
George F. Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Perry’s comeback headed off at the pass

Ryan’s hope is that his ‘Way Forward’ will resonate

Texas Gov. 
Rick Perry 
speaks with 
Navy veteran 
Tony Woody 
while visiting 
the Defend
Freedom 
Pork Roast 
on Aug. 23 
in Roches-
ter, N.H. It 
was Perry’s 
second day 
visiting the 
nation’s 
earliest 
presidential 
primary 
state as he
consid-
ers an-
other run for 
president.
Jim Cole/AP

 BY MARGARET CARLSON

Bloomberg News

It was all going so well for Texas Gov. 
Rick Perry — until the indictment. 
His efforts to move past a disastrous 
2012 presidential run that had be-

come a reliable punch line for a senior mo-
ment seemed to be working.

He’s dropped a few pounds and added 
hip glasses. He isn’t wasting a minute of 
the border crisis, calling up the National 
Guard, testifying before Congress and vis-
iting the troops at Camp Swift, where he 
rolled up his sleeves and tried out a state-
of-the art telescope designed to see coyotes 
in Juarez, Mexico.

He has traveled to Israel, not to men-
tion Iowa and New Hampshire, making six 
stops in the latter this past weekend. He’s 
been on all the Sunday talk shows, made 
the cover of a national magazine, and tip-
toed through the minefield of late-night 
comedy without making a fool of himself. 
He’s prepared position papers, addressed 
think tanks (The Heritage Foundation last 
week) and hired Steve Schmidt, a former 
adviser to the 2008 presidential campaign 
of Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz. Top that off 
with an indictment — that turned out not 
to be as bad as it seemed — and the most 
handsome mug shot in history and Perry 
could be on his way to a comeback.

It may be too soon to take his presiden-
tial prospects seriously, but not too soon to 
look at his feverish activity closely. Who 
would have thought the slow one in cow-
boy boots would pick a fight on substance 
with the other out-there 2016 presidential 
hopeful, Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul. In The 
Washington Post, Perry called Paul “curi-
ously blind” to growing threats in Iraq and 
faulted him for the nation’s growing isola-
tionism. Paul shot back in Politico that the 
governor’s new eyewear didn’t allow him 
to see any more clearly and that hawks like 
him were wrong on just about everything.

Perry has a long road back from his 
2012 run, but he was a front-runner then 
for a reason. He was the made-to-measure 
candidate to appeal to most of the factions 
in the party. He is an active Christian, 

and hosted a day of prayer and fasting at 
a Houston stadium before announcing his 
2012 bid. He’s for low (or no) taxes and 
loathes Obamacare. He loves guns (he has 
a concealed-carry permit and an A+ rat-
ing from the National Rifle Association) 
and the death penalty. He opposes abor-
tion and same-sex marriage (he recently 
compared gay people to alcoholics). He’s 
brought companies and employment to 
Texas.

The one area his views didn’t match 
those of his party emerged during the 2012 
primary debates, when Mitt Romney rat-
tled him by moving his immigration stance 
sharply right, to the land of self-deporta-
tion. A month earlier at a debate in Florida, 
Perry got labeled as pro-amnesty for say-
ing to those who didn’t agree with a popu-
lar 2001 Texas bill allowing in-state tuition 
for the so-called Dreamers: “I don’t think 
you have a heart.”

Perry left his own heart in Orlando, Fla. 
Since then, he’s overcorrected to the point 

of becoming Mr. Law and Order at the Bor-
der, suggesting the latest surge of children 
crossing into Texas could foster a crime 
wave and import Ebola. Seal the border 
more tightly or Islamic terrorists will be 
swimming the Rio Grande.

The governor’s other blunder — the 
“oops” heard round the world — may be 
harder to erase. The fateful debate was the 
last of the cycle and Perry got hopelessly 
lost over which Cabinet departments he 
would abolish as president. His predica-
ment was so dire, I found myself rooting 
for him as if he were my daughter strug-
gling at a spelling bee to remember if “i” 
came before “e” except after “c.” Yes, you 
can name that third department, I know 
you can do it. No one’s that stupid.

Time ran out and so did his campaign. 
Has this moment imprinted itself on the 
collective hard drive of voters the way 
Jimmy Carter’s killer rabbit, Richard Nix-
on’s dog Checkers and Ross Perot’s crazy 
aunt in the attic has? Or maybe it will be 

remembered as just an endearing flub, like 
Bill Clinton’s endless speech at his debut at 
the 1988 Democratic National Convention,
or George W. Bush’s inability to pronounce 
nuclear, or Ronald Reagan’s killer trees? 
Perry blamed everything but the weather 
for his bad debate performances: up from 
his sick bed too early after back surgery
in July, high doses of pain medicine, being 
targeted as the front-runner.

He might revert to his prior image as
governor of a huge state whose voters 
wouldn’t have given him three terms if he 
were stupid. The Lone Star State still has
reason to be grateful for bottom-of-the-
class Alabama and Mississippi, but it has
vastly improved on its formerly high infant
mortality rate and increased high school
graduation rates (the country’s third high-
est now, he says). He deserves to crow
about the jobless rate, even though many of
the jobs are part-time .

There are newer, shinier objects to com-
mand the attention of a fickle public, but
Perry has an appeal that Rick Santorum, 
Bobby Jindal, Ted Cruz, Rand Paul and
Chris Christie don’t have. He’s approach-
able, charming and handsome in a “Mad 
Men” way. If there’s a diner, he’s working 
it; a party dinner, he’s speaking at it.

And he has barely been slowed by the 
Aug. 15 indictment on charges of abuse of
power. He claims his decision to veto funds
for the state’s Public Integrity Unit was
justified by the refusal of the district attor-
ney in charge to resign after a scandalous-
ly messy drunken-driving arrest. Across 
party lines, people found the charges par-
tisan and overdone.

But just as it isn’t the heat that gets you,
it’s the humidity, it isn’t the indictment 
that’s the problem, it’s the legal system
cranking up to full speed against you. If
Perry’s lawyers aren’t successful in get-
ting the charges dropped, the wheels of 
justice will begin their slow grind and 
hamper any comeback just as the Texas
governor was about to show he wasn’t all
hat and no cattle.
Margaret Carlson is a Bloomberg View columnist. 
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From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

510K
The number of bee colonies registered by 221 beekeepers in North Dakota, the nation’s leading 
honey-producing state. It is the highest number of colonies ever recorded in the state. Agriculture Com-
missioner Doug Goehring said the number is up from 482,500 colonies last year. Goehring said there 
has been a spike in registration compliance because of eduction and outreach . While other states, such 
as Montana and South Dakota, have strict limits on space between colonies, “North Dakota is kind of a 
‘bring-’em-on in’ state, he said. 

Fundraiser planned for 
slain soccer ref’s family

MI PLYMOUTH — A fund-
raiser is planned for the 

family of a Detroit-area referee 
who died after being punched 
by a player during a recreational 
soccer game this summer.

The event honoring John Bien-
iewicz was planned for Saturday 
at Compuware Arena in Plym-
outh, where the Plymouth Whal-
ers play the Windsor Spitfires in 
exhibition hockey. Ticket sales 
also benefit an organization that 
helps families of law enforcement 
officers killed in the line of duty.

Kris Bieniewicz, 45, told the 
Detroit Free Press that the sup-
port her family has received 
since her husband’s death shows 
there’s “more good than bad in 
the world.”

 Bistro criticized for 
removing its bacon sign

VT WINOOSKI — A Ver-
mont restaurant that 

removed a bacon advertisement 
called insensitive to vegans and 
Muslims is being criticized for 
doing so.

Sneakers Bistro and Cafe in 
Winooski  recently took down a 
sign saying “Yield for Sneakers 
Bacon” after comments were 
posted in an online community 
forum by “a vegan and a member 
of a Muslim household.” Vegans 
and Muslims don’t eat pork.

 Owner Marc Dysinger said the 
sign was meant to be fun and to 
show the restaurant cares about 
Winooski, a city of 7,000 residents 
with many Muslim families.

The Burlington Free Press re-
ported that people have criticized 
the restaurant for what they feel 
was an unnecessary move.  

 Mom clobbers man in 
defense of her toddler

IA DES MOINES — A 
woman has assaulted a 

Des Moines man who tossed a 
toaster pastry and wrapper onto 
the woman’s 2-year-old child in 
her car.

The Des Moines Register re-
ported that the incident occurred 
at around 8:25 p.m. Tuesday at a 
Des Moines convenience store. 
The woman told officers that as 
she was pumping gas, she saw her 
child throw items out a window. 

Police say security video shows 
a man who also had been pump-
ing gas walk over, pick up the 
items and toss them back into the 
car. Officers saw pieces of the 
pastry in the child’s hair. 

The man told officers he didn’t 
know the person in the car was a 
child.

Police said the mother then at-
tacked the man, punching him 
in the eye. No arrests have been 
reported. 

Mystery:  Human skull 
donated to Goodwill

TX AUSTIN — Police are 
scratching their heads 

trying to work out who donated 
a human skull to a thrift store in 
Austin.

Homicide Detective Derek 
Israel said Wednesday that foul 
play is not suspected, and that he 

THE CENSUS

just wants to know how the adult 
skull came to be left at the Good-
will store.

Goodwill store staff discovered 
the skull while sifting through 
donations on July 16. A spokes-
woman said it could have been 
gifted up to a week prior to its 
discovery. 

This is at least the fourth skull 
to be donated to the international 
nonprofit this summer. 

 Mother charged after 
child killed in traffic

WI MADISON — A mother 
has been charged with 

homicide in Dane County after 
her 1-year-old daughter was 
struck and killed by a van while 
riding in a wheelchair.

A criminal complaint says Raya 
Hansen, 33, was under the influ-
ence of drugs when she wheeled 
her daughter along a busy street 
in Madison in February of 2013. 
Hansen told police she thought 
she dropped her daughter’s bottle 
and stopped to look for it, and the 
wheelchair rolled into the street 
and was hit.

The State Journal said Hansen 
is charged with second-degree 
reckless homicide and child ne-
glect resulting in death. Pros-
ecutors allege Hansen was too 
impaired to care for the toddler. 
She is currently in the Taycheed-
ah Correctional Institution serv-
ing a sentence unrelated to her 
daughter’s death.

 Library’s policy on 
weapons challenged

CO WINDSOR — Gun 
rights activists say they 

may sue a library system in Wind-
sor because it bans weapons.

The Greeley Tribune reported  
that the Rocky Mountain Gun 
Owners group is challenging 
the Clearview Library District’s 
weapons policy.

The topic was discussed but not 
acted on by the board Thursday.

Library staff allegedly told 
a patron to leave on Aug. 20 be-
cause she was carrying a con-
cealed weapon. The library’s 
code of conduct asks patrons to 
refrain from “carrying weapons 
of any sort except by law enforce-

ment officers.”
The gun owners’ rights group 

argues the policy violates state 
law. 

Porn production back 
on track after  HIV scare

CA LOS ANGELES — A 
voluntary moratorium 

announced Thursday on adult 
film production has been lifted, 
a porn industry group announced 
Friday, after follow-up testing of 
an actor suspected of having HIV 
came back negative.

“The performer does not have 
HIV. Production on adult film can 
resume safely,” the Free Speech 
Coalition said in a statement, say-
ing an initial test had been a false 
positive. A number of other “first 
generation” performers — actors 
and partners who had sexual con-
tact with the actor — were tested 
as a precaution, and all those re-
sults came back negative, too, the 
statement said.

 According to rules established 
last year by the trade group, actors 
must undergo HIV testing every 
14 days to be cleared for work. 

Lawmaker regrets 
traffic-cone video

MN FALCON HEIGHTS
— U.S. Sen. Al Fran-

ken, D-Minn., said he regrets a
video in which he’s shown hold-
ing two traffic cones to his chest
like breasts.

The video was recorded at a 
2012 fundraiser and first surfaced 
this spring. Republican officials 
brought it up again  last week, a
few days after GOP congressional
candidate Jim Hagedorn came 
under attack for old blog writings
targeting women, American Indi-
ans, gays and others.

In remarks at the State Fair,
Franken called the cone incident
a thoughtless moment he regrets.

He said voters should look to
his record on women’s issues,
like fighting for equal pay and
to ensure women have access 
to birth control through health
insurance.

He faces Republican Mike Mc-
Fadden in November.  

Top dog
 Matt Holowicki, of Plymouth, Mich., wipes sauce off his face while competing in the fourth annual American Coney Island Coney Dog Eating 
Challenge at the American Coney Island in downtown Detroit on Thursday. Holowicki ate 17 full Coney Dogs in 10 minutes and was crowned 
the 2014 champion. 

RYAN GARZA, DETROIT FREE PRESS/AP
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 Brad Paisley
Moonshine in the Trunk 
(Arista Nashville)

Brad Paisley backs away from 
social issues and strikes up a 
party on his 10th studio album, 
“Moonshine In The Trunk.” 
However, that doesn’t mean he 
suddenly starts to play it safe.

Musically, Paisley’s arrange-
ments continue to emphasize 
intricate musicianship and turn-

on-a-dime ensemble play, while 
his lyrics use witty wordplay to 
explore the many ways people 
try to escape their problems and 
improve their lives.

The veteran country star’s 
knack for tongue-in-cheek fun 
comes through on the funky 
“River Bank,” the fi st-pump-
ing “Crushin’ It” and the high-
speed hijinks of the title song. 
Paisley also touts American 
pride throughout, whether he’s 

name-checking sports teams and 
muscle cars on “Country Nation” 
or toasting the land of opportu-
nity on “American Flag on the 
Moon.”

As in the past, his ambitious 
reach sometimes gets the best of 
him. On the traditional country 
tune “4WP,” for example, Paisley 
jams the gears by racing through 
too many musical ideas too 
quickly.

Still, 15 years into his career, 

Paisley is the country singer most 
likely to crack jokes about a hill-
billy family getting rich (“High 
Life”) or write a sensitive power 
ballad about a woman break-
ing through the good-old-boy 
corporate network (“Shattered 
Glass”). Which also makes him 
the country star most likely to 
make fans smile — and to make 
them think. 

— Michael McCall
The Associated Press

MUSIC

Ariana Grande  continues 
to impress with her strong vocals 
on “My Everything,” her second 
album which features powerful ballads 
and dizzying dance beats.  
MATT SAYLES, INVISION/AP

 Ariana Grande
My Everything (Republic Records)

This is how you follow up an impres-
sive debut: simply step into the recording 
booth, and be amazing yet again.

Maybe it’s easier said than done, but 
Ariana Grande manages to pull off the 
feat with her sophomore release, “My 
Everything,” the successor to last year’s near-
pop perfection “Yours Truly,” which topped the 
Billboard 200 chart and spawned the hit single “The Way,” 
featuring Mac Miller.

Admittedly, Grande’s sophomore effort doesn’t go in a 
radically different direction (she was on the right path 
to begin with), but big changes are there. For one, music 
veteran Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds is nowhere to be 
found. Still, the R&B and soul sensibilities that he brought 

to “Yours Truly” are at play, 
even without him.

That’s evident on “Be 
My Baby,” featur-
ing Norwegian 
DJ Cashmere 
Cat, and in the 
slick bounce 
of “Break 
Your Heart 
Right Back.” 
Produced 
and co-writ-
ten by duo 
Pop & Oak, 
the latter 
samples 
Diana Ross’ 
“I’m Coming 
Out.” Featured 

guest Childish Gambino repurposes bars 
from Notorious B.I.G.’s “Mo Money, Mo Prob-
lems” for the track.

Additional collaborations with rappers, 
including Big Sean, A$AP Ferg, as well as Iggy 
Azalea on the successful single “Problem,” 
might tempt critics to accuse Grande of relying 
on old formulas. But she shows growth, busting 
out of familiar genres and exploring electronic 
dance music on second single “Break Free,” 
featuring Zedd, and again on the David 
Guetta-written “One Last Time.”

Thankfully, no matter where Grande 
ventures, her dazzling vocals lead the way 
— powerful on the Benny Blanco and Ryan 
Tedder-produced “Why Try,” with its hyp-
notic drums, and light-as-a-feather on “Just 
a Little Bit of Your Heart,” with its ach-
ing and lovesick lyrics co-written by One 
Direction’s Harry Styles.

The 21-year-old Grande has a fantastic 
voice, and she and her team have found the 
music to showcase that. A feat that isn’t to 
be underestimated, considering the pow-
erhouse vocalists who’ve been bypassed 
for passable singers with more memorable 
tracks.

Sure, “My Everything” was a safe bet 
— but only in the best of ways. For some 
fans, the listening experience will be like 
returning to a delicious little restaurant 
they’ve recently discovered, and fi nding that 
the food is as good as they thought it was the 
fi rst time. 

—  Melanie J. Sims
The Associated Press
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R
ock guitar hero Jeff Beck 
remembers falling in love 
for the first time.

“I’d only ever seen Span-
ish-style or jazz guitars, 
and then I saw a Strato-
caster,” said Beck, 70, of 
his schoolboy crush. “I was 
fascinated by the shape, 
the double cutaways; it was 

all too cool. It had all these pickups and knobs 
and controls — it embodied all the excitement of 
modern living.

“A few years later I saw one in London hanging 
in a window, and the guy let me try it on,” said the 
former member of the Yardbirds. “It fit me like it 
was made for me. That was it — we were married. 
I thought ‘This is it,’ and I never forgot it.”

Virtually all musicians have a similar story sur-
rounding their first high-quality instrument, and 
for many guitarists, that tender memory revolves 
around the Stratocaster.

The Strat, which was created by electric gui-
tar innovator Leo Fender in his Fullerton, 

Calif., workshop, turned 60 this year.

“I don’t think there was ever 
one soloist or instrumental-
ist that didn’t at some point 
have their sights set on a Strat, 
including me and everybody I 

knew,” said ZZ Top guitarist 
Billy Gibbons, whose solo on “La Grange” was 
played on one. “The Strat is really the global 
cornerstone, the reference point of the perception 
of the contemporary electric guitar.”

Buddy Holly became the first major rock star 
to adopt the Strat as his career took off in the 
mid-1950s. It features prominently on the cover of 
his 1957 debut album, “The ‘Chirping’ Crickets,” 
inspiring legions of followers to covet his guitar.

Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, Bob Dylan, Robbie Robertson, Dick 
Dale, Pete Townshend and Ron Wood are among 
players closely associated with Stratocasters.

“It came out perfected, and ever since then 
we’ve been trying to copy it, improve it, enhance 
it,” said Rolling Stones guitarist Keith Richards, 
who admires Strats even though he usually plays 
Telecasters, the Strat’s older sibling. “Most things 
get better over time, but not in this case. Leo did it 
all in one fell swoop, which is amazing.”

The Strat’s main rival for supremacy among 
rock guitar players is Gibson’s Les Paul, named 
for, although not designed by, another celebrated 
technology experimenter. It was introduced by 
Gibson in 1952, in response to Leo Fender’s suc-
cess with the Telecaster, which debuted in 1951.

Making a good thing better
Clarence “Leo” Fender was a quintessential 

tinkerer whose mission through most of his 81 
years sprouted from an innate drive to make a 
good thing better.

Guitars had been played for hundreds of years, 
but in the early 20th century, the rise of large-
band ensembles playing popular music for danc-
ing relegated the acoustic guitar to a supporting 
role. Various people experimented with amplify-
ing guitars in the electric age so they could com-
pete against louder instruments such as trumpets, 
trombones and saxophones.

But amplified acoustic instruments could get 
only so loud before the signal started feeding 
back, creating a distorted sound. The goal was 
to create an instrument without an open sound 
chamber that created feedback.

Fender came up with his company’s first 
functional electric guitar in 1950, the single-
pickup Esquire, a predecessor of the two-pickup 
Telecaster. Despite the odd appearance, the new 
invention’s versatility, reliability and affordability 
compared with other designs found quick accep-
tance among blues and country musicians of the 
early ’50s. Ike Turner, whose band the Rhythm 
Kings recorded “Rocket ‘88’ ” in 1951, often cited 
as the first rock ’n’ roll recording, was an early 
adopter of Fender electric guitars.

Fender looked for the next step beyond his Tele-
caster and developed the Stratocaster, a three-
pickup guitar, creating more sonic possibilities. 
It was curvier, with cutaways on both sides of the 

neck that allowed players better access to the 
upper parts of the fretboard, the body 

further contoured to more closely 
fit against a player’s torso.

The Strat eventually 
went into the Mu-
seum of Modern Art 
in New York for its 

elegant design. Its look was a key part of what drew 
Bonnie Raitt, one of the first women to be recog-
nized as a master of the electric guitar, to the Strat.

“How you feel in the guitar is probably as 
important as how it sounds,” Raitt said. “For 
portability, sexiness and the way it feels on your 
body, nothing beats a Strat. When you strap on a 
Stratocaster, you feel just like your heroes. I don’t 
think you can separate how it makes you feel from 
the memory of other people playing it.”

Indeed, influential musicians who used Strato-
casters early on played a key role in the model’s 
growth in popularity in the 1960s and beyond.

“What kind of guitar you’re most attracted to 
is a reflection of what kind of music you grew up 
with,” said John Mayer. “I’m a Strat guy. ... When 
I see Clapton play a Strat, it’s like a kid putting 
his hands on a Spalding basketball when he sees 
Michael Jordan spinning the ball. It’s how you ap-
proach that place you dream of getting to.”

Mastering mass production
Fender’s genius stroke was creating a qual-

ity instrument that could be mass-produced and 
affordable — he’s often lauded as the Thomas 
Edison and Henry Ford of the instrument world.

New Stratocasters manufactured at Fender’s 
Corona, Calif., plant retail for about $1,300 and 
up. Cheaper versions manufactured in Mexico 
and Asia start around $500. Vintage models from 
the 1950s and early 1960s fetch tens of thou-
sands of dollars at auctions. The Guitar Center 
paid close to $1 million for Clapton’s celebrated 
“Blackie” Strat a few years ago.

Larry Thomas, Fender’s chief executive since 
2010 and former head of the Guitar Center chain 
of retail stores, has seen that principle in action .

“The whole thing is about aspiration and 
inspiration,” said Thomas. “People would come 

into Guitar 
Center to buy an 
instrument because they were in 
awe of some guy who was their idol. When you 
sold a Strat, people wanted to sound like Stevie 
Ray Vaughan, or they wanted to sound like Eric 
Clapton.”

The same is true for those at the top of the 
guitar-food chain.

“The first time I saw one,” Clapton said, “was in 
the Jerry Lee Lewis footage from (the 1958 film) 
‘High School Confidential!’ His bass player was 
playing a Fender Jazz bass or a Tele bass, and I’d 
never seen anything like a solid-body guitar be-
fore. That was it for me. It was the perfect design. 
It looked like a spaceship. I loved that about it — it 
was new and exciting and science fiction.”

U2 guitarist the Edge  recalled that, “The first 
guitar I ever bought was a Strat — it was my first 
decent instrument ever. When we got our record 
deal, the first thing I did was go out and buy 
another Strat.

“The black one, that’s the one I recorded a lot of 
our big important songs with: ‘Pride in the Name 
of Love,’ ‘Where the Streets Have No Name’ 
— major U2 songs,” Evans said. “With the Strat, 
you get this plank of wood with a neck stuck into 
it. Yet it just sings — it’s an incredibly inspiring 
instrument.”

Singing the instrument’s praises
The Band’s lead guitarist Robertson said there 

were “many, many times” in that group’s career 
when the Strat contributed significantly to songs 
he was writing. The Canadian musician first be-
came enamored of the Stratocaster when he saw 
Buddy Holly play one in Toronto on Sept. 14, 1957.

“I hung around after the show because I wanted 
to know how he got that sound,” said Robertson, 

a 14-year-old aspiring guitarist at the time. “So 
I waited until everyone was loading out, and I 
went around back and asked him, ‘Mr. Holly, how 
do you get that sound: Is it the guitar? Is it the 
amplifier?’ ”

“And he said, ‘So, you’re a guitar player? OK, I’ll 
tell you.’ And I thought here I am, Buddy Holly is 
about to give me the secret. And he said, ‘You see 
that Fender Twin (amplifier)? It’s got two speakers 
in it. One of them quit — and I never fixed it.’ ”

Robertson and most of the rest of the musicians 
who later became known as the Band backed Bob 
Dylan in 1965 and 1966 when he famously “went 
electric,” to the chagrin of folk music purists.

“When Bob Dylan strapped on one in the mid-
sixties (yes, it was a Stratocaster that was suppos-
edly booed so lustily at Newport) or when Jimi 
(Hendrix) played the Star Spangled Banner on 
one at Woodstock, well ... that settled that,” Bruce 
Springsteen wrote in politely yet expansively 
declining to be interviewed about the Strat when 
the guitar turned 50 in 2004.

“However! There are two kinds of people in the 
world. Those that play Stratocasters and those 
that play Telecasters. ... and the twain rarely 
meet,” Springsteen wrote, identifying himself as a 
Tele player “til he dies.”

Not veteran blues musician Buddy Guy. Play-
ing anything other than a Stratocaster, he said, 
“is like putting on a glove that’s too small, then 
putting one on that you’ve been wearing for five 
years ... (I)f you see me change from a Strat, it 
means I done broke a string.”

Beck can relate.
“Nothing’s been invented that’s better than the 

Stratocaster,” he said. “Fender has kept ask-
ing me, ‘What could we do to make you a better 
guitar?’ I always tell them, ‘Give me a 1954 Strat 
in the box, and I’ll be happy. You had it right from 
the start.’ ”

MUSIC

AP

Leo Fender’s 
game-changing 
electric guitar 
has been around 
for six decades, 
but for its many 
musician fans, it 
never gets old.

Jeff Beck, 
below, fell 

in love with 
the Fender 

Stratocaster  
at first sight. 

Right: 
Beck’s 
classic 
1976 

album, 
“Wired.”

A Fender Custom Shop reproduction of “Brownie,” Eric Clapton’s 
iconic 1956 Stratocaster featured on Derek and the Dominos’ 
seminal 1970 album “Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs,” 
right, and Clapton’s solo debut (timeline above). The guitar, of 
which 100 were made, retailed for just under $15,000.
Courtesy of Fender Musical Instruments Corporation
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R
ock guitar hero Jeff Beck 
remembers falling in love 
for the first time.

“I’d only ever seen Span-
ish-style or jazz guitars, 
and then I saw a Strato-
caster,” said Beck, 70, of 
his schoolboy crush. “I was 
fascinated by the shape, 
the double cutaways; it was 

all too cool. It had all these pickups and knobs 
and controls — it embodied all the excitement of 
modern living.

“A few years later I saw one in London hanging 
in a window, and the guy let me try it on,” said the 
former member of the Yardbirds. “It fit me like it 
was made for me. That was it — we were married. 
I thought ‘This is it,’ and I never forgot it.”

Virtually all musicians have a similar story sur-
rounding their first high-quality instrument, and 
for many guitarists, that tender memory revolves 
around the Stratocaster.

The Strat, which was created by electric gui-
tar innovator Leo Fender in his Fullerton, 

Calif., workshop, turned 60 this year.

“I don’t think there was ever 
one soloist or instrumental-
ist that didn’t at some point 
have their sights set on a Strat, 
including me and everybody I 

knew,” said ZZ Top guitarist 
Billy Gibbons, whose solo on “La Grange” was 
played on one. “The Strat is really the global 
cornerstone, the reference point of the perception 
of the contemporary electric guitar.”

Buddy Holly became the first major rock star 
to adopt the Strat as his career took off in the 
mid-1950s. It features prominently on the cover of 
his 1957 debut album, “The ‘Chirping’ Crickets,” 
inspiring legions of followers to covet his guitar.

Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, Bob Dylan, Robbie Robertson, Dick 
Dale, Pete Townshend and Ron Wood are among 
players closely associated with Stratocasters.

“It came out perfected, and ever since then 
we’ve been trying to copy it, improve it, enhance 
it,” said Rolling Stones guitarist Keith Richards, 
who admires Strats even though he usually plays 
Telecasters, the Strat’s older sibling. “Most things 
get better over time, but not in this case. Leo did it 
all in one fell swoop, which is amazing.”

The Strat’s main rival for supremacy among 
rock guitar players is Gibson’s Les Paul, named 
for, although not designed by, another celebrated 
technology experimenter. It was introduced by 
Gibson in 1952, in response to Leo Fender’s suc-
cess with the Telecaster, which debuted in 1951.

Making a good thing better
Clarence “Leo” Fender was a quintessential 

tinkerer whose mission through most of his 81 
years sprouted from an innate drive to make a 
good thing better.

Guitars had been played for hundreds of years, 
but in the early 20th century, the rise of large-
band ensembles playing popular music for danc-
ing relegated the acoustic guitar to a supporting 
role. Various people experimented with amplify-
ing guitars in the electric age so they could com-
pete against louder instruments such as trumpets, 
trombones and saxophones.

But amplified acoustic instruments could get 
only so loud before the signal started feeding 
back, creating a distorted sound. The goal was 
to create an instrument without an open sound 
chamber that created feedback.

Fender came up with his company’s first 
functional electric guitar in 1950, the single-
pickup Esquire, a predecessor of the two-pickup 
Telecaster. Despite the odd appearance, the new 
invention’s versatility, reliability and affordability 
compared with other designs found quick accep-
tance among blues and country musicians of the 
early ’50s. Ike Turner, whose band the Rhythm 
Kings recorded “Rocket ‘88’ ” in 1951, often cited 
as the first rock ’n’ roll recording, was an early 
adopter of Fender electric guitars.

Fender looked for the next step beyond his Tele-
caster and developed the Stratocaster, a three-
pickup guitar, creating more sonic possibilities. 
It was curvier, with cutaways on both sides of the 

neck that allowed players better access to the 
upper parts of the fretboard, the body 

further contoured to more closely 
fit against a player’s torso.

The Strat eventually 
went into the Mu-
seum of Modern Art 
in New York for its 

elegant design. Its look was a key part of what drew 
Bonnie Raitt, one of the first women to be recog-
nized as a master of the electric guitar, to the Strat.

“How you feel in the guitar is probably as 
important as how it sounds,” Raitt said. “For 
portability, sexiness and the way it feels on your 
body, nothing beats a Strat. When you strap on a 
Stratocaster, you feel just like your heroes. I don’t 
think you can separate how it makes you feel from 
the memory of other people playing it.”

Indeed, influential musicians who used Strato-
casters early on played a key role in the model’s 
growth in popularity in the 1960s and beyond.

“What kind of guitar you’re most attracted to 
is a reflection of what kind of music you grew up 
with,” said John Mayer. “I’m a Strat guy. ... When 
I see Clapton play a Strat, it’s like a kid putting 
his hands on a Spalding basketball when he sees 
Michael Jordan spinning the ball. It’s how you ap-
proach that place you dream of getting to.”

Mastering mass production
Fender’s genius stroke was creating a qual-

ity instrument that could be mass-produced and 
affordable — he’s often lauded as the Thomas 
Edison and Henry Ford of the instrument world.

New Stratocasters manufactured at Fender’s 
Corona, Calif., plant retail for about $1,300 and 
up. Cheaper versions manufactured in Mexico 
and Asia start around $500. Vintage models from 
the 1950s and early 1960s fetch tens of thou-
sands of dollars at auctions. The Guitar Center 
paid close to $1 million for Clapton’s celebrated 
“Blackie” Strat a few years ago.

Larry Thomas, Fender’s chief executive since 
2010 and former head of the Guitar Center chain 
of retail stores, has seen that principle in action .

“The whole thing is about aspiration and 
inspiration,” said Thomas. “People would come 

into Guitar 
Center to buy an 
instrument because they were in 
awe of some guy who was their idol. When you 
sold a Strat, people wanted to sound like Stevie 
Ray Vaughan, or they wanted to sound like Eric 
Clapton.”

The same is true for those at the top of the 
guitar-food chain.

“The first time I saw one,” Clapton said, “was in 
the Jerry Lee Lewis footage from (the 1958 film) 
‘High School Confidential!’ His bass player was 
playing a Fender Jazz bass or a Tele bass, and I’d 
never seen anything like a solid-body guitar be-
fore. That was it for me. It was the perfect design. 
It looked like a spaceship. I loved that about it — it 
was new and exciting and science fiction.”

U2 guitarist the Edge  recalled that, “The first 
guitar I ever bought was a Strat — it was my first 
decent instrument ever. When we got our record 
deal, the first thing I did was go out and buy 
another Strat.

“The black one, that’s the one I recorded a lot of 
our big important songs with: ‘Pride in the Name 
of Love,’ ‘Where the Streets Have No Name’ 
— major U2 songs,” Evans said. “With the Strat, 
you get this plank of wood with a neck stuck into 
it. Yet it just sings — it’s an incredibly inspiring 
instrument.”

Singing the instrument’s praises
The Band’s lead guitarist Robertson said there 

were “many, many times” in that group’s career 
when the Strat contributed significantly to songs 
he was writing. The Canadian musician first be-
came enamored of the Stratocaster when he saw 
Buddy Holly play one in Toronto on Sept. 14, 1957.

“I hung around after the show because I wanted 
to know how he got that sound,” said Robertson, 

a 14-year-old aspiring guitarist at the time. “So 
I waited until everyone was loading out, and I 
went around back and asked him, ‘Mr. Holly, how 
do you get that sound: Is it the guitar? Is it the 
amplifier?’ ”

“And he said, ‘So, you’re a guitar player? OK, I’ll 
tell you.’ And I thought here I am, Buddy Holly is 
about to give me the secret. And he said, ‘You see 
that Fender Twin (amplifier)? It’s got two speakers 
in it. One of them quit — and I never fixed it.’ ”

Robertson and most of the rest of the musicians 
who later became known as the Band backed Bob 
Dylan in 1965 and 1966 when he famously “went 
electric,” to the chagrin of folk music purists.

“When Bob Dylan strapped on one in the mid-
sixties (yes, it was a Stratocaster that was suppos-
edly booed so lustily at Newport) or when Jimi 
(Hendrix) played the Star Spangled Banner on 
one at Woodstock, well ... that settled that,” Bruce 
Springsteen wrote in politely yet expansively 
declining to be interviewed about the Strat when 
the guitar turned 50 in 2004.

“However! There are two kinds of people in the 
world. Those that play Stratocasters and those 
that play Telecasters. ... and the twain rarely 
meet,” Springsteen wrote, identifying himself as a 
Tele player “til he dies.”

Not veteran blues musician Buddy Guy. Play-
ing anything other than a Stratocaster, he said, 
“is like putting on a glove that’s too small, then 
putting one on that you’ve been wearing for five 
years ... (I)f you see me change from a Strat, it 
means I done broke a string.”

Beck can relate.
“Nothing’s been invented that’s better than the 

Stratocaster,” he said. “Fender has kept ask-
ing me, ‘What could we do to make you a better 
guitar?’ I always tell them, ‘Give me a 1954 Strat 
in the box, and I’ll be happy. You had it right from 
the start.’ ”
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A Fender Custom Shop reproduction of “Brownie,” Eric Clapton’s 
iconic 1956 Stratocaster featured on Derek and the Dominos’ 
seminal 1970 album “Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs,” 
right, and Clapton’s solo debut (timeline above). The guitar, of 
which 100 were made, retailed for just under $15,000.
Courtesy of Fender Musical Instruments Corporation
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BY GREGG ELLMAN

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

W
hen I saw an email inviting me 
to test the Vaavud wind meter, I 
thought it was just another one of 
those gimmick smartphone ac-
cessories.

But I decided to give this one a try since I’m 
a smartphone junkie and my wife thinks I’m a 
weather junkie. This could bring all my worlds 
together.

Much to my delight, the Vaavud works as ad-
vertised to “turn your smartphone into a high-
tech meteorological tool.”

The cup-anemometer tool attaches to your 
headphone port (Android and iOS) and along 
with the Vaavud app you instantly know the wind 
speed.

Of course the day I tested it there was no wind, 
so I took it along for a ride in my neighborhood 
holding my iPhone 5s out the car window with 
the Vaavud attached.

It worked like a charm, reading the speed as 
I went faster or slower. The wind speed can be 
displayed in choices of meters per second, knots, 
mph, km/hr, or on the Beaufort scale.

The gadget is described as being designed like 
a wind measuring tool, the cup-anemometer. It 
has two-cup functionality instead of the standard 
three, enabling it to be pocket sized.

The app has user interactions with other Vaa-
vud wind meter users globally to share your wind 
speed and fi nd out what it is in other locations 

— the fun is endless!
Online: 
Vaavud.
com 
$49.95 in 
green, red 

or white

If turning your smartphone 
into a wind meter wasn’t 
enough, the Audiovox Mobile 
TV device (from Dyle Mobile 
TV) lets you watch live local TV 
on the go in select U.S. markets. 
This can include local news, 
sporting events or sitcoms.

It has no effect on your cel-
lular data plan, and you don’t 
need Wifi  to receive the broad-
cast.

In a nutshell, you set up the 
device at home, creating a 
network from the Audiovox 
Mobile TV to send your 
TV signal to the 
Dyle app on your 
smartphone or 
tablet.

It works with 
smartphones 
and tablets run-
ning the latest 
Android, Kindle 
or iOS operating 
systems.

The device is about the size of a deck of playing
cards and has an extendable antenna.

You do need to check the availability of net-
works in your area on the Dyle website. Just
enter your zip code and you’ll get a list of chan-
nels available for broadcast in your area. Black-
outs do apply for some sporting events.

There is pause and rewind, but it’s not a DVR
for recording. An internal battery will last for up
to four hours before a USB charge is needed.

Online: dyle.tv $99.21 at Amazon

The ultra-slim Rapoo wireless 
keyboards are just 5.6mm 
thick but are big-time on 
performance. They work with 
a tiny Nano receiver, which plugs 
into your computer’s USB port for a 
wireless connection up to about 30 feet.

There are two versions; model E9080 has 
a touchpad and number pad on the right side,
while the E9180 has a wireless touchpad on the
same side. Both have a great-looking aluminum
design.

Other features include multimedia keys for
shortcuts such as audio playback or quick Inter-
net access.

The Rapoo wireless laser mouse (model 3920P)
runs smoothly on most surfaces with its Surfree
laser technology. It’s built with aluminum alloy
and has an ergonomic design. An on/off switch
allows it to last up to 18 months.

Online: Rapoo.com $59.99 for the keyboards,
$39.99 for the mouse

GADGETS & CHARTS
GADGET WATCH

Wind meter turns smartphones 
into meteorological equipment

ITUNES MOVIESITUNES MUSIC APPSVIDEO GAMESSPOTIFY MUSIC
Top 10 songs on the iTunes Store 
for Aug. 27:

1. “Shake It Off,” Taylor Swift
2. “Bang Bang,” Jessie J, Ariana 
Grande & Nicki Minaj
3. “All About That Bass,” Meghan 
Trainor
4. “Break Free (featuring Zedd),” 
Ariana Grande
5. “Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
6. “Animals,” Maroon 5
7. “Boom Clap,” Charli XCX
8. “Maps,” Maroon 5
9. “Chandelier,” Sia
10. “Rather Be (featuring) Jess Glynne,” 
Clean Bandit

— Compiled by MCT

The top streamed tracks on Spotify 
from Aug. 18-25:

1. “All About That Bass,” Meghan 
Trainor
2. “Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
3. “Rude,” MAGIC!
4. “Bang Bang,” Jessie J, Ariana 
Grande & Nicki Minaj
5.  “Chandelier,” Sia
6. “Break Free (featuring Zedd),” 
Ariana Grande
7. “Fancy,” Iggy Azalea
8. “Shower,” Becky G
9. “Black Widow,” Iggy Azalea
10. “Maps,” Maroon 5

— Compiled by The Associated Press

Top 10 movies downloaded 
from the iTunes Store for Aug. 27:

1. “Godzilla (2014)”
2. “The Fault In Our Stars (Extended)”
3. “Blended (2014)”
4. “The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2”
5. “The Other 
Woman”
6. “Neighbors”
7. “Divergent”
8. “Labor Day”
9. “The Fault In Our 
Stars”
10. “Belle”

— Compiled by MCT

The editors of Game Informer rank 
the Top 10 PC games for August:

“Divinity: Original Sin,” Larian Studios
“Metro Redux,” Deep Silver
“Shovel Knight,” Yacht Club Games
“Tropico 5,” Kalypso
“The Golf Club,” HB Studios
“WildStar,” NCsoft
“Sacred 3,” Deep Silver
“Lifeless Planet,” Lace Mamba Global
“GRID Autosport,” Codemasters
“Valiant Hearts: The Great War,” 
Ubisoft

— Compiled by MCT

Top 5 new free apps for Aug. 27:

ANDROID
1. Tap Sports Baseball
2. LINK - with people nearby
3. PAC-MAN Friends
4. Brave Trials
5. Swamp Attack

Top 5 free apps for August 27:

APPLE
1. Facebook Messenger
2. FaceQ
3. Hyperlapse from Instagram
4. Swing Copters
5. Remind: Safe Classroom 
Communication

— Compiled by MCT

San Jose Mercury News

In one small step for man and 
one slightly bigger step for Amazon, 
the Seattle-based online retailer 
giant is putting its money where 
its mouth is, teaming up with other 
drone makers to lobby lawmakers 
on the company’s plan to one day 
use small unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) to deliver goods straight to 
customers’ doorsteps.

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos fi rst 
broached the idea publicly during 
an appearance last year on “60 
Minutes.” The concept, frankly, 
seemed like science fi ction to many 
Americans who could not picture a 
small fl ying device dropping off 
stuff on their front porch.

Now, according to a post in USA 
Today, Amazon has announced it’s 
taking a concrete step to convince 
the government that drone-deliv-
eries will soon be the real deal.

“Amazon Prime Air is participat-
ing in several groups ... that share 
Congress’ goal of getting small 
UAVs fl ying commercially in the 
United States safely and soon,” said 
Paul Misener, the company’s vice 
president of global public policy.

Amazon, apparently, is getting 
just as frustrated as other compa-
nies are with the federal govern-
ment’s slow plodding as it tries to 
decide how to regulate a brand-
new transportation-and-delivery 
system that’s practically chomping 

at the bit to be set free across this 
great land of ours. As USA Today 
points out, the problem with regu-
lating the use of private and corpo-
rate drones over America’s skies is 
that it’s tough to know which agen-
cy should really be in charge in the 
fi rst place.

Such efforts are needed because 
the advance of commercial drones 
covers a swath of federal agencies 
including the Federal Aviation 
Administration, which governs 
airspace, and the Federal Com-
munications Commission, with 
oversight of communications fre-
quencies drones would use. The 
White House Offi ce of Science and 
Technology Policy also has rules in 
the works regarding privacy.  

“This is uncharted territory,” 
says Chris Anderson, co-founder of 
drone maker 3D Robotics. His fi rm 
joined Amazon, DJI Innovations 
and Parrot in founding the coali-
tion. The group aims to represent 
commercial uses of drones, estab-
lish a code of conduct and educate 
the public about benefi ts of the 
technology, he says.

Congress has charged the FAA 
with developing rules to test and 
integrate drones into the airspace. 
But a report that Transportation 
Department Inspector General 
Calvin Scovel delivered to Con-
gress in February said the FAA 
will unlikely meet a September 
2015 deadline set by Congress.

MCT

Amazon and other drone makers are pushing to get small unmanned 
aerial vehicles flying commercially as soon as possible.

RAPOO/MCT

DYLE MOBILE TV/MCT

You don’t 
need a 
weatherman 
to know 
which way 
the wind 
blows — 
if you have 
the Vaavud 
wind meter.
VAAVUD/MCT

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? 
No, it’s your Amazon order
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 BY MEREDITH BLAKE

Los Angeles Times

 Peter Capaldi has just landed in 
New York, the fi fth stop in a world-
wide tour promoting the new sea-
son of “Doctor Who” that began 

in the  U.K., continued with visits to South 
Korea and Australia and now, after a 22-
hour fl ight that crossed the international 
dateline, has descended on midtown Man-
hattan. Next, he and co-star Jenna Cole-
man head to Mexico and Brazil.

For Capaldi, who made his proper debut 
as the 12th incarnation of the time-travel-
ing, shape-shifting Doctor , all the globe-
trotting might be useful for getting into 
character. But, he says, “the TARDIS is a 
much more effi cient vehicle for traveling,” 
referring of course to the Doctor’s famous 
blue police phone booth-cum-spaceship.

In Britain, “Doctor Who” has been part 
of the pop culture canon virtually since 
its premiere on the rather untimely date 
of Nov. 23, 1963. Stateside, the sci-fi  series 
has long been a cult favorite. But since the 
dormant franchise was revived in 2005, 
“Doctor Who” has gradually edged out into 
the American mainstream, its popularity 
driven by the charismatic performances 
of David Tennant and Matt Smith as the 
10th and 11th Doctors, and by the inventive 
writing of show runners Russell T. Davies 
and Steven Moffat. (Its availability on Net-
fl ix hasn’t hurt either.)

Last November, the 50th anniversary 
special “The Day of the Doctor” drew an 
audience of 2.4 million to BBC America, a 
record for the cable network. Globally, the 
show has a reach of more than 30 million 
viewers in 75 countries. Anticipation sur-
rounding the new season is so intense that 

when footage and scripts were accidentally 
leaked online last month, the BBC issued 
a public plea for fans to keep spoilers to 
themselves.

Capaldi is sanguine about the intense 
scrutiny he’s under given that he’s tak-
ing on the role after a string of popular 
younger actors, and Whovians are known 
for their intense devotion to particular in-
carnations of the Doctor.

“One of the nice things about ‘Doctor 
Who,’ and I know from being a fan myself, 
is even if a lot of people don’t like me, some 
people will love me,” says the 56-year-old 
Scot, dressed stylishly in a slim-cut blue 
suit and wingtip Doc Martens, “that some-
where there will be a little group of people 
that says, ‘Oh, that’s my Doctor,’ and the 
more everybody else hates me the more 
they’ll love me.”

For Moffat, who has worked on the series 
since its reboot and took over the reins as 
show runner from Davies in 2010, Smith’s 
departure after three seasons was a tough 
blow. “At a simple human level, it was mis-
erable because my mate went. And also 
it’s a strange thing, because we did make 
a radical change to the Doctor, that light 
goes out and the 11th Doctor is not there 
anymore. That lovely, fl oppy man is gone.”

Given that one of the Doctor’s essential 
traits is his mutability, one might think 
that casting would be a daunting process: 
Where does one begin narrowing down the 
list of candidates when there are no real 
limitations in terms of age or appearance?

“They’ve got to be technical virtuosos,” 
Moffat says. “You need somebody you’ll 
never tire of listening to and never tire of 
looking at. You have to picture them on a 
fridge magnet, you have to picture them on 
a lunch box.”

Yet what might have been a long and dif-
fi cult quest for a new Doctor was “over in a 
heartbeat,” Moffat says, because he imme-
diately thought of Capaldi and “everyone 
mysteriously agreed.”

Unlike Smith, who was a relative un-
known before “Doctor Who,” Capaldi is 
already a beloved and highly recognizable 
star in the U.K., thanks to his portrayal 
of Malcolm Tucker, the prime minister’s 
ruthless and blisteringly profane enforc-
er in Armando Iannucci’s political satire 
“The Thick of It.” (A role he reprised in the 
fi lm adaptation, “In the Loop.”)

Despite Capaldi’s strong identifi cation 
with a very particular (and decidedly un-
heroic) character, Moffat saw little down-
side in casting the actor, whom he calls “a 
national treasure.” His evidence? At the 
BAFTAs a few years ago, cheers for Ca-
paldi were as deafening as they were for 
“Sherlock” heartthrob Benedict Cumber-
batch.

Capaldi had closely followed all the cast-
ing speculation in the press and says he 
was “slightly peeved that no one was men-
tioning me at all” when his agent called 
to ask how he’d feel about being the new 
Doctor. After reading for Moffat — he was 
the only actor to do so — Capaldi got the 
part, despite what he describes as a “truly 
awful” audition.

For Capaldi, who grew up admiring Vin-
cent Price and Peter Cushing, stars of the 
horror and sci-fi  fi lms he loved, rather than 
Shakespearean types like Richard Burton 
or Laurence Olivier — he says their names 
with an affected posh accent — playing the 
Doctor is “part of my DNA.” Though he had 
to keep the secret to himself for a very long 
2 ½ months, Capaldi quietly found ways 
to celebrate. He’d often visit Forbidden 

Planet, a comic book and sci-fi  emporium 
in London. “I’d wander in there and stand
sort of close to people thinking, ‘They don’t 
know that Doctor Who’s standing next to 
them, and if they did know, they’d be very 
excited.’ I hope that maybe they’ll read this
and in their memory they’ll go, ‘There was 
a strange guy standing next to me ...’

“Toward the end it became a bit dif-
fi cult because you’re actually just lying to 
people,” says Capaldi, who dodged other 
job offers by making vague references 
to nonexistent sitcoms. “I had my own 
personal pilot season.”

Though Capaldi is not the fi rst Scottish 
actor to portray the Doctor, he is the fi rst 
to speak in his native accent, a decision 
he made out of a desire to “remove excess 
baggage” from the part. This pared-down 
philosophy also seems to have extended to 
his sartorial choices, with the new Doctor 
adopting a minimalist, tie-free look.

The actor promises that the new season, 
which fi nds the Doctor and his companion
Clara (Coleman) landing in Victorian Lon-
don, is “scarier and darker” than it’s been
in a few years. Accordingly, there might
even be a hint of Malcolm Tucker in Ca-
paldi’s crankier, less socially adept Doctor,
who will be seen getting “impatient, vexed,
worried” about his valiant image this sea-
son, according to Moffat.

“Whereas Matt’s doctor and David’s 
doctor were charmier, Peter’s Doctor 
doesn’t really bother,” explains the writer. 
“The Doctor is aware that some people 
regard him as a hero and legendary war-
rior, but he knows he’s just a bloke in a 
time machine bluffi ng his way from one 
adventure to the next.” 

Sunday, August 31, 2014

ENTERTAINMENT

NEWNEW
Doctor WhoDoctor Who

Peter Capaldi strikes a confi dent note as he takes on  cult favorite
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e 
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e 

RAY BURMISTON, BBC WORLDWIDE/MCT 

The new season of “Doctor Who” started  Aug. 23  with Peter Capaldi as The Doctor and Jenna Coleman as his companion, Clara. “One of the nice 
things about ‘Doctor Who,’ and I know from being a fan myself, is even if a lot of people don’t like me, some people will love me,” Capaldi says.   



PAGE 22 • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • Sunday, August 31, 2014



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • PAGE 23Sunday, August 31, 2014

Sunday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 96 75 Clr
Akron, Ohio 79 68 Rain
Albany, N.Y. 80 66 Rain
Albuquerque 91 64 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 86 66 Rain
Amarillo 97 65 Clr
Anchorage 58 42 Clr
Asheville 83 64 Rain
Atlanta 90 72 Cldy
Atlantic City 86 73 Cldy
Austin 95 77 Cldy
Baltimore 88 72 Cldy
Baton Rouge 92 76 Cldy
Billings 69 52 Cldy
Birmingham 91 73 Cldy
Bismarck 75 54 Cldy
Boise 72 54 PCldy
Boston 83 72 Cldy
Bridgeport 83 71 Cldy
Brownsville 93 78 Cldy
Buffalo 78 66 Rain
Burlington, Vt. 80 64 Rain
Caribou, Maine 73 59 Rain
Casper 70 44 Cldy
Charleston, S.C. 92 75 PCldy
Charleston, W.Va. 82 70 Rain
Charlotte, N.C. 89 72 Cldy

Chattanooga 87 70 Rain
Cheyenne 75 45 Cldy
Chicago 84 71 PCldy
Cincinnati 81 69 Rain
Cleveland 81 70 Rain
Colorado Springs 86 52 PCldy
Columbia, S.C. 94 72 PCldy
Columbus, Ga. 93 74 PCldy
Columbus, Ohio 81 70 Rain
Concord, N.H. 84 68 Rain
Corpus Christi 95 78 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 95 77 PCldy
Dayton 81 68 Rain
Daytona Beach 91 75 PCldy
Denver 82 52 Cldy
Des Moines 88 68 PCldy
Detroit 84 69 Cldy
Duluth 70 61 Cldy
El Paso 97 73 Clr
Elkins 79 65 Rain
Erie 80 70 Rain
Eugene 79 57 PCldy
Evansville 83 72 Cldy
Fairbanks 55 36 Cldy
Fargo 77 58 Rain
Flagstaff 79 48 Clr
Flint 83 66 Cldy
Fort Smith 92 74 Cldy

Fort Wayne 82 69 Cldy
Fresno 92 67 Clr
Goodland 91 56 PCldy
Grand Junction 84 57 PCldy
Grand Rapids 81 66 Cldy
Great Falls 68 47 PCldy
Green Bay 78 65 PCldy
Greensboro, N.C. 89 70 Cldy
Harrisburg 86 69 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 84 70 Rain
Helena 69 46 PCldy
Honolulu 90 72 PCldy
Houston 92 77 Rain
Huntsville 88 70 Cldy
Indianapolis 82 69 Cldy
Jackson, Miss. 93 74 Cldy
Jacksonville 92 74 PCldy
Juneau 58 47 Rain
Kansas City 91 72 PCldy
Key West 90 84 PCldy
Knoxville 86 69 Rain
Lake Charles 89 78 Cldy
Lansing 81 65 Cldy
Las Vegas 102 78 Clr
Lexington 79 70 Rain
Lincoln 89 63 Cldy
Little Rock 91 74 Cldy
Los Angeles 86 67 PCldy

Louisville 81 72 Rain
Lubbock 96 70 Clr
Macon 93 71 PCldy
Madison 83 68 PCldy
Medford 86 55 Clr
Memphis 88 74 Cldy
Miami Beach 90 80 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 98 72 Clr
Milwaukee 79 68 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 84 66 Cldy
Missoula 67 45 Cldy
Mobile 93 75 Cldy
Montgomery 95 74 Cldy
Nashville 85 72 Rain
New Orleans 91 79 Cldy
New York City 86 72 Cldy
Newark 88 73 Cldy
Norfolk, Va. 90 75 PCldy
North Platte 87 54 PCldy
Oklahoma City 95 73 PCldy
Omaha 87 66 PCldy
Orlando 94 74 Cldy
Paducah 85 73 Cldy
Pendleton 73 49 PCldy
Peoria 86 72 PCldy
Philadelphia 89 72 Cldy
Phoenix 108 84 Clr
Pittsburgh 79 67 Rain

Pocatello 69 46 PCldy
Portland, Maine 84 68 Rain
Portland, Ore. 75 61 PCldy
Providence 81 71 Cldy
Pueblo 93 54 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 91 72 PCldy
Rapid City 71 49 Cldy
Reno 85 57 Clr
Richmond 93 73 Cldy
Roanoke 88 69 Rain
Rochester 80 66 Rain
Rockford 85 70 PCldy
Sacramento 91 62 Clr
St Louis 90 74 PCldy
St Petersburg 92 81 Rain
St Thomas 89 79 PCldy
Salem, Ore. 77 59 PCldy
Salt Lake City 75 55 PCldy
San Angelo 96 73 Clr
San Antonio 97 78 PCldy
San Diego 77 69 PCldy
San Francisco 73 61 PCldy
San Jose 81 60 Clr
Santa Fe 88 54 Clr
St Ste Marie 70 59 Cldy
Savannah 93 75 PCldy
Seattle 67 58 Cldy
Shreveport 92 76 Cldy

Sioux City 84 62 Rain
Sioux Falls 81 59 Rain
South Bend 82 69 Cldy
Spokane 71 51 Cldy
Springfield, Ill. 86 72 PCldy
Springfield, Mo. 90 71 PCldy
Syracuse 80 66 Rain
Tallahassee 95 73 PCldy
Tampa 93 78 Rain
Toledo 83 69 Cldy
Topeka 93 72 PCldy
Tucson 103 75 Clr
Tulsa 94 78 PCldy
Tupelo 89 72 Cldy
Waco 95 76 Cldy
Washington 90 73 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 89 79 PCldy
Wichita 96 73 Clr
Wichita Falls 98 74 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 80 66 Rain
Wilmington, Del. 89 71 Cldy
Yakima 74 51 PCldy
Youngstown 80 67 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Fri., 117, Death Valley, Calif. 
Lo: Fri., 30, Santa Maria, Colo. 

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Sept. 1) ..........................$1.3530
Dollar buys (Sept. 1) .........................€0.7391
British pound (Sept. 1) ........................ $1.70
Japanese yen (Sept. 2) ...................... 101.00
South Korean won (Sept. 1) .............990.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .....................................$1.6563
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0872
China (Yuan) ........................................ 6.1435
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.6713
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1515
Euro .........................................$1.3134/0.7614
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7503
Hungary (Forint) .................................239.89
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.5759
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 104.10
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2845
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.2016
Philippines (Peso).................................43.65
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.21
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7506
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2490
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,015.20
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9184
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 31.96
Turkey (Lira) ......................................... 2.1611
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.02
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.08

 BY WAYNE PARRY

The Associated Press

BELMAR, N.J. — Good weath-
er and greater awareness that 
the Jersey shore has made huge 
strides in recovering from Su-
perstorm Sandy helped make the 
second summer after the storm 
better than the first, many mer-
chants and elected officials say.

Some business owners report 
profits up 20 to 30 percent this 
summer compared with last 
year’s, when the shore was still 
in the early stages of recovering 
from the devastating October 
2012 storm.

“This summer was great,” 
said Matt Riccelli, who manages 
Gee Gee’s restaurants on the 
Manasquan beachfront. “We’re 
all sad to see it end.”

Riccelli said his business was 
up 20 percent this summer from 
last, when it was still rebuilding 
and the beach was much nar-
rower before an offseason re-
plenishment project. Weekend 
weather was mostly sunny. But he 

and many others said the biggest 
factor was getting past the images 
of Sandy’s destruction.

“Sandy is a memory at this 
point,” Riccelli said. “A lot of the 
construction is done, and more lo-

cals who were 
displaced last 
year are back 
in town this 
year.”

Annie’s 
Ocean Grill 
has operated 
from a truck 
on the Bel-
mar beach-
front the past 
two sum-
mers. This 

year was definitely better, said 
cook David Gelman.

“People see that the beach 
is back, the boardwalk is here, 
and that Sandy is gone,” he said. 
“There’s a sense that the shore is 
getting back to normal.”

To be sure, there is still work 
to do. The whine of power saws 
and the thwack of hammers 

still resonate on summer after-
noons in places like Manasquan , 
where work continues on homes 
wrecked by the storm. But even 
those places have made sure the 
beach is ready for visitors.

Summer rentals bounced back 
strongly. Jerry Bennett, a real es-
tate agent with Seashore Agency 
in Ship Bottom, said his business 
increased by 30 percent on Long 
Beach Island.

“If you’re driving around LBI, 
you wouldn’t even realize there 
was a superstorm here less than 
two years ago,” he said. “The is-
land is back to normal now and 
better than ever, because a lot of 
places got newly renovated. People 
have gotten the word that there’s 
not total devastation here.”

Dan MacElrevey said rentals 
at the six motels he manages in 
the Wildwoods, three beach com-
munities at the southern tip of 
the state, were up by 8 percent 
in July and August. At Maui’s 
Dog House, a hot dog restaurant 
that serves its food in dog bowls, 
saw its sales increase this season, 

partly because it was still rebuild-
ing in early summer 2013.

 And despite the imminent clos-
ing of the casinos, Atlantic City 
has been having a good summer, 
with restaurants and nightclubs 
doing brisk business, said Liza 
Cartmell, president of the Atlan-
tic City Alliance . “Contrary as it 
appears in the face of the clos-
ings, Atlantic City is actually 
experiencing a very strong sum-
mer,” she said. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

Jersey shore rebounding post-Sandy

‘ There’s a 
sense that 
the shore 
is getting 
back to 
normal. ’
David Gelman

Annie’s Ocean 
Grill
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Deals

Friday’s Transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Recalled RHP An-

thony Ranaudo from Pawtucket (IL). Op-
tioned LHP Edwin Escobar to Pawtucket.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Activated C 
Yan Gomes from the 7-day concussion 
list. Placed INF-C Chris Gimenez on the 
three-day paternity list. Signed 3B Rus-
sell Branyan to a minor league contract 
and assigned him to Columbus (IL).

DETROIT TIGERS — Promoted RHP 
Evan Reed from Toledo (IL). Designated 
RHP Jose Ortego for assignment.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Designated 
LHP Bruce Chen for assignment. Recalled 
RHP Louis Coleman from Omaha (PCL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Selected 
the contract of LHP Josh Outman from 
Scranton/Wilkes Barre (IL). Designated 
LHP Rich Hill for assignment.

TEXAS RANGERS — Placed 1B-OF Jim 
Adduci has been placed on the 7-day con-
cussion list. Purchased the contract of 
INF-OF Ryan Rua from Round Rock (PCL). 
Placed RHP Phil Irwin on unconditional 
waivers. Extended its player develop-
ment agreement with Hickory (SAL) for 
four years through the 2018 season.

National League
PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Recalled 1B-

OF Andrew Lambo from Indianapolis (IL). 
Optioned RHP Gerrit Cole to Bristol (EL).

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Activated C 
Yadier Molina from the 15-day DL. Op-
tioned C Tony Cruz to Springfield (Tex-
as).

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Extended 
its player development agreement with 
Hagerstown (SAL) for two years through 
the 2016 season.

American Association
AMARILLO SOX — Exercised the 2015 

contract options on RHPs Derek Blacksh-
er, David Casillas, Jake Feckley, Anthony 
Figliolia, Jeremy Gooding, Tyler Hale, 
Randy Hamrick, Matt Larkins, Kellen 
Moen; LHPs Kristhiam Linares, Clayton 
Tanner; Cs Jeff Farnham, Jody Roberston; 
INFs Kyle Bellows, Ransom LaLonde, Kyle 
Nichols, Andres Rodriguez, Travis Weav-
er, Joe Weik; and OFs Johnny Bladel, Ja-
son Martin, Derek Perren and Geraldo 
Valentin.

Can-Am League
NEW JERSEY JACKALS — Exercised the 

2015 contract options on LHPs Michael 
Antonini, Anthony Ferrara, Isaac Pavlik; 
RHPs Keith Bilodeau, Shaun Ellis, Ryan 
Fennell, Ty Kelley, Salvador Sanchez, 
Jeff Shields, Eric Smith, Zack Staniewicz; 
Cs Tony Caldwell, Dwight Childs; INFs 
Richard Arias, Jeremy Barnes, Jose Cue-
vas, Steve Nikorak, Jon Talley, Rob Zin-
meister; OFs Jorge Cortes, Joe Dunigan, 
Alonzo Harris and Felix Sanchez.

Frontier League
WINDY CITY THUNDERBOLTS — Sold 

the contract of RHP Danny Carela to At-
lanta (NL).

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS — Waived G-F 
Carlos Delfino and C Miroslav Raduljica.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Suspended San Francisco LB Al-
don Smith nine games after violating the 
league’s substance abuse and personal 
conduct policies. Suspended Minnesota 
WR Jerome Simpson for the first three 
games of the regular season for violat-
ing the league’s substance abuse policy. 
Fined Dallas S Ahmad Dixon $22,050 for 

a hit on WR Matt Hazel and Dallas LB 
Anthony Hitchens $8,268, for a facemask
penalty during an Aug. 23 game against
Miami.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Released LB 
Yawin Smallwood, RB Josh Vaughan, WR 
Freddie Martino, LB Pat Angerer, DE Nosa
Eguae, FB Maurice Hagens, CB Jordan 
Mabin, S Kimario McFadden, TE Jacob
Pedersen, OL Pat McQuistan, OL Adam
Replogle and DT Donte Rumph.

BUFFALO BILLS — Released LB Xa-
vius Boyd, DT Landon Cohen, TE Domi-
nique Jones, CB Kamaal McIlwain, CB 
Sam Miller, P Brian Moorman, QB Jordan 
Palmer, FB Evan Rodriguez, WR Naaman
Roosevelt and C Jared Wheeler. Placed
CB Mario Butler, CB Bobby Felder and TE 
Tony Moeaki on the injured reserve list. 
Signed LS Garrison Sanborn to a contract 
extension.

CHICAGO BEARS — Terminated the
contracts of WR Armanti Edwards, TE Je-
ron Mastrud, OT Dennis Roland and C-G 
Robert Turner. Waived RB Jordan Lynch.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Released
RB BenJarvus Green-Ellis, LB Brandon 
Joiner, DT LaKendrick Ross and QB Tyler
Wilson.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Waived C
Mike Brewster, QB Ricky Stanzi, OT Cody
Booth, WR Chad Bumphis, DL DeAndre 
Coleman, DT Ricky Havili-Heimuli, FB
Eric Kettani, S Craig Loston, QB Stephen
Morris, G Drew Nowak, K Kasey Redfern,
DE Gerald Rivers, G Tyler Shatley, TE
D.J. Tialavea and LB Marcus Whitfield.
Placed WR Tandon Doss and cornerback 
Rashaad Reynolds on injured reserve. 
Waived/injured TE Brandon Barden.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Released
K Connor Barth, DE Larry English, OL 
Jamon Meredith, LB Nate Askew, LB 
Ka’Lial Glaud, OT Edawn Coughman, CB 
Anthony Gaitor, CB Keith Lewis, CB Kip 
Edwards, FB Lonnie Pryor, DE T.J. Fatini-
kin, DB Marc Anthony, OL Andrew Miller 
and OL Jeremiah Warren.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Waived P
Robert Malone, TE Ted Bolser, CB Richard
Crawford, S Da’Mon Cromartie-Smith,
WR Lee Doss, NT Robert Thomas, OL Kev-
in Kowalski and OL Tevita Stevens.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

EDMONTON OILERS — Agreed to terms 
with D Justin Schultz on a one-year con-
tract.

American Hockey League
HARTFORD WOLF PACK — Signed F 

Shawn O’Donnell.
MOTORSPORTS

Sports Car Club of America
SCCA — Announced the resignation of

racing director Butch Kummer, effective
at the end of Sept. 2014.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

SPORTING KANSAS CITY — Announced 
a formal partnership with Fluminense FC 
(Brazil) through 2016.

COLLEGE
EAST CAROLINA — Named Christine

Coniglio assistant strength and condi-
tioning coach.

ETSU — Named Alex Hupp assistant 
softball coach.

LOYOLA (NO) — Named Jonathan 
Wojciechowski associate athletic director.

MARYLAND — Suspended WR Levern
Jacobs and S A.J. Hendy for the season 
for violating the school’s student code of 
conduct.

TEXAS TECH — Extended the contract 
of football coach Kliff Kingsbury through
2020.

Auto Racing

Oral-B USA 500
NSCAR Sprint up Series

Friday’s Qualifying results
At Atlanta Motor Speedway

Hampton, Ga.
Lap length: 1.54 miles

(Car number in parentheses)
1. (4) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 190.398 

mph.
2. (2) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 190.058.
3. (42) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 189.883.
4. (31) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 

189.396.
5. (20) Matt Kenseth, Toyota, 188.996.
6. (78) Martin Truex Jr., Chevrolet, 

188.918.
7. (43) Aric Almirola, Ford, 188.629.
8. (18) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 188.514.
9. (24) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 188.45.
10. (5) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 

188.315.
11. (99) Carl Edwards, Ford, 188.06.
12. (14) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet, 

187.907.
13. (3) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 

189.163.
14. (22) Joey Logano, Ford, 189.099.
15. (1) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 

188.841.
16. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 

188.809.
17. (11) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 

188.642.
18. (16) Greg Biffle, Ford, 188.507.
19. (55) Brian Vickers, Toyota, 188.43.
20. (88) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet, 

187.875.
21. (15) Clint Bowyer, Toyota, 187.703.
22. (41) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 

187.361.
23. (47) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 

187.272.
24. (13) Casey Mears, Chevrolet, 

186.95.
25. (7) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 

188.002.
26. (17) Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Ford, 

187.9.
27. (10) Danica Patrick, Chevrolet,

187.748.
28. (37) Mike Bliss, Chevrolet, 187.481.
29. (33) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 187.329.
30. (23) Alex Bowman, Toyota, 187.316.
31. (51) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 

186.887.
32. (9) Marcos Ambrose, Ford, 186.642.
33. (27) Paul Menard, Chevrolet, 

185.99.
34. (77) Joe Nemechek, Ford, 185.94.
35. (66) Brett Moffitt, Toyota, 185.834.
36. (98) Josh Wise, Chevrolet, 185.766.
37. (38) David Gilliland, Ford, Owner 

Points.
38. (34) David Ragan, Ford, Owner 

Points.
39. (83) Ryan Truex, Toyota, Owner

Points.
40. (26) Cole Whitt, Toyota, Owner

Points.
41. (32) J.J. Yeley, Ford, Owner Points.
42. (40) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 

Owner Points.
43. (36) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet,

Owner Points.
Failed to Qualify

44. (95) Michael McDowell, Ford,
184.646. 

MAVTV 500
Friday’s qualifying leaders

At Auto Club Speedway
Fontana, Calif.

Lap length: 2 miles
(Car number in parentheses)

1. (3) Helio Castroneves, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 218.54 mph.

2. (2) Juan Pablo Montoya, Dallara-
Chevrolet, 217.621.

3. (67) Josef Newgarden, Dallara-Hon-
da, 217.6.

4. (14) Takuma Sato, Dallara-Honda,
217.323.

5. (9) Scott Dixon, Dallara-Chevrolet,
217.057. 

Deutsche Banc Classic
PGA Tou

Friday’s results
At TPC Boston
Norton, Mass.

Purse: $8 million
Yardage: 7,216; Par 71 (36-35)

First Round
Ryan Palmer 33-30—63 -8
Keegan Bradley 32-33—65 -6
Jason Day 32-34—66 -5
Webb Simpson 35-31—66 -5
Chesson Hadley 34-32—66 -5
Jordan Spieth 35-32—67 -4
Ian Poulter 34-33—67 -4
Carl Pettersson 35-32—67 -4
Russell Knox 33-34—67 -4
Bill Haas 36-31—67 -4
Patrick Reed 33-35—68 -3
Jason Kokrak 34-34—68 -3
Kevin Chappell 35-33—68 -3
Charles Howell III 35-33—68 -3
Matt Every 33-35—68 -3
Billy Hurley III 36-32—68 -3
Shawn Stefani 36-33—69 -2
Matt Jones 33-36—69 -2
Seung-Yul Noh 36-33—69 -2
John Senden 35-34—69 -2
Ben Crane 35-34—69 -2
Luke Donald 36-33—69 -2
Chris Stroud 35-34—69 -2
Matt Kuchar 34-35—69 -2
Billy Horschel 36-33—69 -2
Henrik Stenson 35-35—70 -1
David Hearn 37-33—70 -1
Russell Henley 34-36—70 -1
J.B. Holmes 35-35—70 -1
Erik Compton 34-36—70 -1
Rory McIlroy 37-33—70 -1
Jimmy Walker 37-33—70 -1
Scott Stallings 35-35—70 -1
Geoff Ogilvy 35-35—70 -1
Bo Van Pelt 36-34—70 -1
Will MacKenzie 37-33—70 -1
Rickie Fowler 34-36—70 -1
John Huh 38-32—70 -1
Scott Langley 35-36—71 E
Stewart Cink 34-37—71 E
Kevin Stadler 37-34—71 E
William McGirt 36-35—71 E
Gary Woodland 35-36—71 E
Martin Kaymer 35-36—71 E
Michael Putnam 34-37—71 E
Jerry Kelly 36-35—71 E
Graham DeLaet 37-34—71 E
Zach Johnson 34-37—71 E
Gonzalo Fdez-Castano 35-36—71 E
Andrew Svoboda 37-34—71 E
Brian Stuard 36-36—72 +1
Charl Schwartzel 35-37—72 +1
Camilo Villegas 37-35—72 +1
Freddie Jacobson 34-38—72 +1
Brandt Snedeker 36-36—72 +1
Morgan Hoffmann 37-35—72 +1
K.J. Choi 37-35—72 +1
Ernie Els 36-36—72 +1
Cameron Tringale 37-35—72 +1
Bubba Watson 38-34—72 +1
Jim Furyk 38-34—72 +1

Ryan Moore 35-37—72 +1
Brian Harman 35-37—72 +1
Vijay Singh 37-35—72 +1
George McNeill 37-36—73 +2
Marc Leishman 35-38—73 +2
Kevin Na 38-35—73 +2
Adam Scott 35-38—73 +2
Chris Kirk 35-38—73 +2
Hideki Matsuyama 39-34—73 +2
Hunter Mahan 36-37—73 +2
Robert Garrigus 39-34—73 +2
Angel Cabrera 39-34—73 +2
Kevin Streelman 37-36—73 +2
Jeff Overton 35-38—73 +2
Robert Streb 38-35—73 +2
Brendan Steele 36-38—74 +3
Daniel Summerhays 39-35—74 +3
Jason Bohn 36-38—74 +3
Phil Mickelson 41-33—74 +3
Brendon Todd 39-35—74 +3
Charley Hoffman 38-36—74 +3
Danny Lee 37-37—74 +3
Ben Martin 38-37—75 +4
Scott Brown 38-37—75 +4
Stuart Appleby 40-35—75 +4
Harris English 39-36—75 +4
Andres Romero 38-38—76 +5
Brendon de Jonge 36-41—77 +6
Justin Hicks 39-38—77 +6
Steven Bowditch 40-37—77 +6
Pat Perez 40-37—77 +6
Ryo Ishikawa 38-40—78 +7 

Portland Classic
LPGA Tour

Friday’s second-round results
At Columbia Edgewater Country Club

Portland, Ore.
Purse: $1.3 million

Yardage: 6,476; Par 72
a-denotes amateur

I.K. Kim 65-67—132 -12
Carlota Ciganda 70-65—135 -9
Mi Jung Hur 70-65—135 -9
Laura Diaz 67-68—135 -9
So Yeon Ryu  70-66—136 -8
Xi Yu Lin  68-68—136 -8
Mina Harigae  67-69—136 -8
Paula Reto  67-69—136 -8
Amelia Lewis  66-71—137 -7

Shaw Charity Classic
PGA Champions Tour

Friday’s first-round results
At Canyon Meadows Golf & Country Club

Calgary, Alberta
Purse: $2.25 million

Yardage: 7,086; Par 70
Tom Pernice Jr. 32-30—62 -8
Bart Bryant 32-30—62 -8
David Frost 32-31—63 -7
Joe Durant 30-34—64 -6
Joe Daley 33-31—64 -6
Steve Elkington 35-30—65 -5
Michael Allen 34-31—65 -5
Woody Austin 34-31—65 -5
Mark McNulty 34-31—65 -5
Craig Stadler 32-33—65 -5 

Golf

Pro Basketball

WNBA Playoffs
CONFERENCE FINALS

(Best-of-3; x-if necessary)
Eastern Conference
Indiana vs. Chicago

Saturday: Chicago at Indiana
Monday: Indiana at Chicago
x-Wednesday: Chicago at Indiana

Western Conference
Phoenix 1, Minnesota 0

Friday: Phoenix 85, Minnesota 71
Sunday: Phoenix at Minnesota
x-Tuesday: Minnesota at Phoenix

College Football
Friday’s results

EAST
Brigham Young 35, UConn 10
Syracuse 27, Villanova 26, 2OT

SOUTH
Western Kentucky 59, Bowling 

Green 31
MIDWEST

Michigan St. 45, Jacksonville St. 7
SOUTHWEST

MLS
Eastern Conference

 W L T Pts GF GA
D.C. 13 8 4 43 40 30
Sporting KC 12 8 6 42 37 29
Toronto FC 9 8 6 33 35 36
Columbus 8 8 9 33 35 32
New York 7 7 10 31 39 36
New England 9 12 3 30 31 36
Philadelphia 7 9 9 30 40 41
Houston 8 13 4 28 28 46
Chicago 4 6 14 26 31 37
Montreal 4 15 5 17 25 45

Western Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 14 7 3 45 43 33
Los Angeles 12 5 7 43 45 27
FC Dallas 12 7 6 42 45 33
Real Salt Lake 11 5 9 42 39 30
Vancouver 7 5 12 33 33 31
Portland 7 8 10 31 41 43
Colorado 8 11 6 30 37 39
San Jose 6 10 7 25 28 32
Chivas USA 6 12 6 24 21 37

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s Game
Los Angeles 4, D.C. United 1

Friday’s Game
Houston 3, Sporting Kansas City 1

Saturday’s Games
Colorado at Seattle FC
New England at Toronto FC
Columbus at Montreal
FC Dallas at Chicago
Real Salt Lake at San Jose
Portland at Vancouver

Sunday’s Games
New York at D.C. United
Los Angeles at Chivas USA

Wednesday, Sept. 3
Toronto FC at Philadelphia
Sporting Kansas City at New England
Seattle FC at Chivas USA

Friday, Sept. 5
Colorado at Los Angeles

Saturday, Sept. 6
Philadelphia at Toronto FC
Sporting Kansas City at New York
Montreal at Houston
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake
D.C. United at Vancouver

Sunday, Sept. 7
Chivas USA at Columbus
San Jose at Portland
Chicago at New England

Dynamo 3, Sporting KC 1
Houston 1 2—3
Sporting Kansas City 0 1—1

First half—1, Houston, Bruin 10, 35th 
minute.

Second half—2, Sporting Kansas City, 
Dwyer 17 (Feilhaber), 54th. 3, Houston, 
Horst 1 (Davis), 62nd. 4, Houston, Clark 
3 (Davis), 67th.

Goalies—Houston, Tally Hall; Sporting 
Kansas City, Jon Kempin.

Yellow Cards—Dwyer, Sporting Kan-
sas City, 40th; Feilhaber, Sporting Kansas 
City, 44th; Sarkodie, Houston, 44th; Clark, 
Houston, 50th; Garcia, Houston, 90th+.

Referee—Mark Geiger. Assistant Ref-
erees—Adam Wienckowski. C.J. Morgan-
te. 4th Official—Ted Unkel.

A—20,332 (18,500).

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 16 2 6 54 50 20
FC Kansas City 12 7 5 41 39 32
Portland 10 8 6 36 39 35
Washington 10 9 5 35 36 43
Chicago 9 7 8 35 32 26
Sky Blue FC 9 8 7 34 30 37
Western New York 8 12 4 28 42 38
Boston 6 16 2 20 37 53
Houston 5 16 3 18 23 44

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s Games
Sky Blue FC 1, Houston 0
End of Regular Season

Playoffs
Semifinals

Aug. 23: Portland 0, FC Kansas City 2
Aug. 24: Washington 1, Seattle 2

Championship
Sunday: FC Kansas City at Seattle

Pro Soccer

NFL Preseason
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA
Miami 3 1 0 .750 69 63
New England 2 2 0 .500 91 81
N.Y. Jets 2 2 0 .500 69 99
Buffalo 1 4 0 .200 63 104

South
Houston 2 2 0 .500 63 96
Tennessee 2 2 0 .500 71 83
Jacksonville 1 3 0 .250 61 67
Indianapolis 0 4 0 .000 60 98

North
Baltimore 4 0 0 1.000 105 63
Cincinnati 2 2 0 .500 110 86
Pittsburgh 1 3 0 .250 56 77
Cleveland 1 3 0 .250 82 83

West
Denver 3 1 0 .750 99 37
Oakland 2 2 0 .500 95 98
San Diego 2 2 0 .500 60 78
Kansas City 1 3 0 .500 83 131

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
N.Y. Giants 5 0 0 1.000 115 92 
Washington 3 1 0 .750 88 62
Philadelphia 2 2 0 .500 131 104
Dallas 0 4 0 .000 60 116

South
New Orleans 3 1 0 .750 93 87
Atlanta 2 2 0 .500 64 80
Carolina 2 2 0 .500 63 66
Tampa Bay 1 3 0 .250 61 74

North
Minnesota 4 0 0 1.000 89 49
Detroit 3 1 0 .750 75 51
Green Bay 3 1 0 .750 102 62
Chicago 1 3 0 .250 73 114

West
Seattle 2 2 0 .500 122 82
San Francisco 2 2 0 .500 64 77
Arizona 1 3 0 .250 82 61
St. Louis 1 3 0 .250 77 75

Thursday’s games
Atlanta 24, Jacksonville 14
Green Bay 34, Kansas City 14
Detroit 23, Buffalo 0
Cincinnati 35, Indianapolis 7
Philadelphia 37, N.Y. Jets 7
Miami 14, St. Louis 13
N.Y. Giants 16, New England 13
Carolina 10, Pittsburgh 0
Washington 24, Tampa Bay 10
San Francisco 40, Houston 13
Baltimore 22, New Orleans 13
Denver 27, Dallas 3
Minnesota 19, Tennessee 3
Cleveland 33, Chicago 13
San Diego 12, Arizona 9
Oakland 41, Seattle 31
END PRESEASON

Pro Football

Aug. 30
1926 — Guy McKinney, driven by 

Nat Ray, wins the first Hambletonian 
Stakes.

1927 — Helen Wills wins her fourth 
U.S. women’s tennis singles title, de-
feating 16-year-old Betty Nuthall of 
Britain 6-1, 6-4.

1937 — Joe Louis wins a 15-round 
unanimous decision over Tommy Farr at 
Yankee Stadium in the first defense of 
his heavyweight title.

1961 — Harlan Dean, driven by Jimmy 
Arthur, wins the Hambletonian Stakes 
and sets a record for combined time in 
the two heats at 3:57 2-5.

1979 — Kathy Horvath, five days past 
her 14th birthday, loses a first round 
match to Diane Fromholtz, 7-6, 6-2, to 
become the youngest person to play 
a match at the U.S. Open. Later in the 
day, John McEnroe defeats Ilie Nastase, 
6-4, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, in a match that fea-
tures Nastase being defaulted by chair 
umpire Frank Hammond. An 18-minute 
free-for-all ensues in which fans be-
come uncontrollable and Nastase is 
reinstated by tournament referee Mike 
Blanchard. Blanchard replaces Ham-
mond in the chair for the remainder of 
the match.

1981 — Bill Shoemaker becomes the 
first jockey to win a $1 million race, rid-
ing John Henry to a nose victory over 
The Bart in the inaugural Arlington Mil-
lion at Arlington Park.

1986 — Dawn Patrol and Falcon Bret 
record the fastest dead heat at Roos-
evelt Raceway at 1:58.1.  

AP Sportlight
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From wire reports

WASHINGTON — The Wash-
ington Redskins and the group 
looking to bring the 2024 Olym-
pics to the District of Columbia 
are both eyeing RFK Stadium as 
a site for a new venue, raising the 
prospect of a state-of-the-art facil-
ity that could serve as host for the 
Summer Games and home for the 
team.

It is not clear whether the Red-
skins and the Olympic exploratory 
committee have jointly coordinat-
ed their efforts for a new stadium. 
One person with knowledge of the 
talks said Redskins officials had 
discussed building a facility at 
RFK with the Olympic organizers.

There is a likely benefit to both 
sides working together. Washing-
ton is one of four U.S. cities that 
have expressed interest in hosting 
the 2024 games, and one of the fac-
tors the Olympics Committee con-
siders is whether a city can create 
a legacy with its facilities rather 
than allowing them to lie fallow.

And Redskins owner Dan Sny-
der could ride the city’s Olympic 
aspirations to support for a new 
stadium that would allow his Na-
tional Football League team to 
return to the District of Colum-
bia, as well as try to turn the page 
from a summer spent defending 
his team’s name.

Two others who have been in-
volved in discussions about a new 
stadium said the Redskins and the 
Olympic committee have been 
working toward a new facility at 
RFK, but independently of each 
other. All three people asked for 
anonymity to speak freely be-
cause the discussions were meant 
to be private.

Even though the team’s current 
stadium, FedEx Field in Lando-
ver, Maryland, is only 17 years 
old, Snyder has been quietly rais-
ing the idea of moving for more 
than a year. In 2012, he told Mayor 
Vincent Gray that he would like to 
move the team back to the city, ac-
cording to Gray.

On Wednesday, two months 
after the U.S. Olympic Committee 

named the District of Columbia 
one of four finalists for a potential 
bid, Snyder took his pitch for a new 
stadium public.

Other North American cities 
have successfully built stadiums 
to host the Olympics and then put 
them to regular use for profession-
al teams. Atlanta’s 1996 Olympic 
stadium became the home field 
for the Atlanta Braves. Montreal’s 
venue for the 1976 Games became 
home to the Montreal Expos, be-
fore the team relocated to Wash-
ington and became the Nationals.

Erik Moses, managing direc-
tor of sports and entertainment at 
Events DC, the city’s tourism arm, 
said he facilitated a tour of the 
District of Columbia’s sports ven-
ues earlier this year for members 
of the U.S. Olympic Committee.

Though Moses said he had not 
had direct discussions with the 
Redskins about a new stadium, 
he said it made sense to combine 
the two discussions. Events DC 
recently selected a consultant, 
Brailsford & Dunlavey, to study 
options for redeveloping RFK 
both with and without the current 
stadium in place.

“As we get farther down the 
road with this D.C. 2024 bid, the 
obvious plan would be if you be-
come the host city for a U.S. bid, 
where would you build [the sta-
dium]? At RFK. And then covert 
it afterwards for permanent use,” 
he said.

During an interview this week 
with Comcast Sportsnet, Snyder 
said he is beginning the process of 
designing and building a stadium 
with modern amenities — one that 
kindled memories of RFK, where 
he attended games while growing 
up.

“We’ve already seen some pre-
liminary drawings, and I’m going 
to be very retro with it,” Snyder 
told CSN. “It’s gonna feel like 
RFK. It’s gonna move like RFK. 
I love that. I actually asked archi-
tectural firms to do it, and they 
said that they can do it. I said that I 
think the lower-bowl sections are 
going to want to rock the stadium 
like the old days.”

Kraft, former Villanova 
coach, dies at 93

VILLANOVA, Pa. — Jack 
Kraft, the Villanova basketball 
coach who guided the Wildcats 
to the 1971 NCAA title game and 
coached such players as Wali 
Jones, Bill Melchionni and How-
ard Porter, has died. He was 93.

He died Thursday in New Jer-
sey, the school said in a statement 
Friday.

Kraft coached the Wildcats for 
a dozen seasons and finished with 
238 victories and a .715 winning 
percentage. His teams went to the 
postseason in 11 of his 12 years.

“Coach Kraft was a winner, a 
gentleman and an outstanding 
coach,” coach Jay Wright said. 
“His players loved and respected 
him. They stayed in touch with 
him until his final days.”

In addition to Jones, Melchion-
ni and Porter, Kraft coached such 
standouts as Jim Washington, 

Johnny Jones, Fran O’Hanlon, 
Chris Ford, Hank Siemontkowski 
and Tom Ingelsby.

In 1971, a 23-6 record brought 
the team to the Final Four for the 
first time since 1939. The Wildcats 
lost 68-62 in the final to a UCLA 
team coached by John Wooden.

Porter was honored as the tour-
nament’s outstanding player, but 
that was later nullified and Villa-
nova was disqualified. Porter was 
deemed ineligible for professional 
basketball connections. In 2007, 
Porter died at 58 after he was 
found severely beaten in an alley.

Kraft came to Villanova in 1961 
from nearby Malvern Prep, suc-
ceeding Al Severance. His first 
team finished with a 21-7 record 
and made it to the NCAA playoffs, 
the first of six tournament ap-
pearances during his stay.

Kraft, who later coached at the 
University of Rhode Island, was 
honored at the Pavilion in 2011, 
50 years after his first win, before 
many former players.

 Palmer leads after first 
round of Deutsche Bank

NORTON, Mass. — Ryan 
Palmer took only 21 putts Friday
at TPC Boston and birdied half 
of his holes. That gave him an 8-
under 63 and a two-shot lead over
Keegan Bradley after the open-
ing round of the Deutsche Bank 
Championship.

Palmer didn’t miss a putt inside
15 feet and closed out his round
with a pitching wedge to 18 feet,
making the downhill putt for his
ninth birdie.

Bradley matched his low round
of the season, though what meant
more was the timing. This is the
final week before U.S. captain 
Tom Watson decides which three 
players he will pick to fill out his 
Ryder Cup team. Bradley always 
seemed like a logical choice,
though he wants to leave nothing
to chance. He played bogey-free
in a gentle breeze.

 Rory McIlroy was brilliant at
times and sloppy at other times in
his round of 70. 

In other golf news:
� I.K. Kim increased her lead

to three strokes in the LPGA
Tour’s Portland Classic, shooting
a 5-under 67 to reach 12 under.

The South Korean player had 
seven birdies and two bogeys in 
her morning round in cloudy, calm 
conditions at Columbia Edgewa-
ter. She won the last of her three
LPGA Tour titles in 2010, and had 
a victory this summer in a Ladies
European Tour event in England.

Spain’s Carlota Ciganda and 
South Korea’s Mi Jung Hur shot 
65 to join Laura Diaz at 9 under.
Diaz had a 68.

� Tom Pernice Jr. and Bart
Bryant matched the Canyon
Meadows record at 8-under 62 to
share the first-round lead in the 
Champions Tour’s Shaw Charity
Classic at Calgary, Alberta.

The 54-year-old Pernice bird-
ied his first five holes — Nos. 
10-14 — and had 10 birdies and 
two bogeys on the rain-softened 
course. 

SPORTS BRIEFS

Redskins, Olympic backers consider RFK site

AP photo

In this March 27, 1971, file photo, Villanova University basketball 
coach Jack Kraft, left, congratulates UCLA coach John Wooden 
after Wooden’s Bruins defeated Villanova, 68-62, to win the NCAA 
championship in Houston. Villanova officials say former head 
basketball coach John “Jack” Kraft, who led the Wildcats to 238 
victories over a dozen seasons and a 1971 title game appearance, 
died Thursday, Aug. 28, 2014, in New Jersey. He was 93. 
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AUTO RACING/WNBA PLAYOFFS

BY AL BRAVO

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — A key third quar-
ter stretch and tough defense on 
the league MVP has the Phoenix 
Mercury a win away from the 
WNBA Finals.

Brittney Griner had 23 points 
and 11 rebounds and the Mercu-
ry held off a late rally to beat the 
Minnesota Lynx 85-71 on Friday 
night in Game 1 of the best-of-3 
Western Conference finals.

“Defensively we were just the 
team unit, so locked in, we have 
been so consistently good on the 
defensive end all season long and 
that was the key for us,” Phoenix 
coach Sandy Brondello said.

In particular, defense on league 
scoring leader and MVP Maya 
Moore, who was held to nine 
points on 3 of 9 shooting.

“Obviously, DeWanna Bonner, 
she is a great defender,” Bron-
dello said. “She probably doesn’t 
get that kind of recognition, as 
she should, but she is, and she 
is always locking down the best 
player. Maya Moore is a great 
player but I thought we executed 
quite well against her.”

Penny Taylor added 16 points, 
13 rebounds, seven assists and 
a pair of steals for the Mercury, 
who built a 25-point lead in the 
third quarter before Minnesota 
got within 10 in the final period.

“It’s been tonight what I have 
been trying to do all season, is 
just fill the gaps, do what I can 
to lift the team when we need 
to,” the 12th-year veteran Taylor 
said. “Tonight it was a lot of as-
sists in the first half and then in 
the second, I tried to be more ag-
gressive on the boards and that 
sort of thing.”

Taylor missed her first three 
shots and then made 3 of 4 in the 
third when Phoenix pulled away.

Game 2 is Sunday in 
Minneapolis.

Minnesota coach Cheryl Reeve 
credited Phoenix for keeping her 
big scorer quiet on Friday.

“Early in the game I thought 
that Maya didn’t have an un-
derstanding of what was avail-

able,” Reeve said. “I thought that
Phoenix, in typical fashion, their
team defense was really good. So
maybe where Maya had open-
ings, they closed quickly and her 
recognition of what happens next
was not very good.”

Diana Taurasi added 17 points,
six rebounds and five assists on
an off-shooting night (5-for-15) 
while Bonner had 16 points and 
seven rebounds for Phoenix, 
which won three of four meetings
with Minnesota during the regu-
lar season.

The Mercury held Minnesota to
40 percent shooting (29 of 73) and
outrebounded the Lynx 45-31.

“Everyone kind of took turns
on making sure the boards were 
sound and when we do that it
gives us a little more freedom on 
offense to go,” Taurasi said.

Lindsay Whalen had 25 points
to lead the Lynx. Rebekkah
Brunson had 10 points and eight
rebounds.

“We have some things to fix,”
Brunson said. “We didn’t ap-
proach this game the way we 
should have but we know that we
can play a lot better.”

Whalen hit a three-pointer, had
a steal and easy layup in a 17-8 
run that got Minnesota to 75-64
with 5:16 left but Taylor drew 
a fifth foul on Moore and sank 
the free throws to give Phoenix
a little breathing room. Taylor
and Taurasi hit free throws in the
final minute after the Lynx pulled
to 81-71 with 1:30 left.

Taylor had eight points and a
key alley-oop pass to Griner dur-
ing a decisive 14-0 run midway
through the third quarter that 
gave Phoenix a 63-39 lead over
the defending WNBA champions.

The Lynx were 4-for-15 at one
point in the third quarter, after 
trailing by just nine early in the
period.

“That was probably the best 
stretch we’ve had on both sides of
the ball this year,” Taurasi said.
“In a game where we obviously
have to play at that level to beat
them. That’s just how good they
are.” 

The Associated Press

HAMPTON, Ga. — Kevin Har-
vick took yet another pole, this 
time with a big assist from Tony 
Stewart in the team owner’s re-
turn to the track.

Harvick, in his first season with 
Stewart-Haas Racing, turned 
a fast lap of 190.398 mph Fri-
day night to win the pole for the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race 
Sunday night at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway.

It was Harvick’s series-leading 
sixth pole of the season. He was 
the top qualifier for the second 
straight week after also topping 
qualifying at Bristol.

Despite his success in qualifying 
this season, Harvick said a poor 
first round of qualifying left him 
in need of guidance from Stewart, 
the co-owner of the team.

“The first run wasn’t very good 
due to the driver not doing a good 
job,” Harvick said.

Stewart, who qualified 12th in 
his return to racing, gave some 
pointers on where to race on the 
track. Stewart sat out three races 
after the sprint car he was driving 
struck and killed Kevin Ward Jr. 
Ward, 20, stepped on the upstate 
New York dirt track to confront 
Stewart during the Aug. 9 race.

“I felt like I had made a mistake 
the first run and never really got 
in the rhythm of doing exactly 
what he was doing,” Harvick said. 
“He told me to go back to the way 
I was practicing and used to going 
around racetracks.

“It was definitely the right deci-

sion. He was definitely a big help 
in making sure. He had already 
run, knowing that it was going to 
be better lower.”

Brad Keselowski will join Har-
vick on the front row after quali-
fying second at 190.058. Rounding 
out the top five were Kyle Larson, 
Ryan Newman and Matt Kenseth.

Stewart read a prepared state-
ment in a news conference before 
the qualifying.

“It is good to have Tony back, 
obviously to be able to communi-
cate with him and talk about rac-
ing and take that first step back,” 
Harvick said.

After Harvick won the pole, he 
was approached by Stewart.

“It was just congratulations, 
good job and talking about what 
each other did with our cars,” 
Harvick said. “It was all racing.”

 Keselowski said he was “very 
pumped” to qualify second.

“I just wish it would have been 
one more spot, and that’s first 
place instead of second,” Kesel-
owski said. “That’s the way it goes. 
Maybe we can find that one more 
spot here Sunday night. The car 
has been really fast so far.”

 Points leader Jeff Gordon quali-
fied ninth. Dale Earnhardt Jr., 
who is chasing Gordon, was 20th. 
Joey Logano was 14th.

IndyCar Series: Rookie Indy-
Car driver Mikhail Aleshin was 
hospitalized in serious but stable 
condition Friday after a frighten-
ing crash in the final practice ses-
sion for the series season finale.

Aleshin was taken away in an 

ambulance and airlifted to nearby 
Loma Linda University Medical 
Center. The Russian driver has 
broken ribs and a broken right col-
larbone along with a concussion 
and chest injuries, an IndyCar 
spokesperson said.

At least three drivers played a 
role in the crash in Turn 4, which 
had a gaping hole in the catch 
fencing and a wheel wrapped in 
the fence after Aleshin’s car vio-
lently flew up against it.

Aleshin, who drives for Sam 
Schmidt, spun when he went below 
the white line in the turn. He slid 
back up the track and collided 
with Charlie Kimball in a shower 
of sparks and smoke, sending 
Aleshin’s car flying into the catch 
fence while spinning.

Kimball escaped serious injury, 
walking away from his ravaged 
car. Debris was strewn all over the 
track as safety personnel gathered 
around the wreck of Aleshin, who 
was removed on a stretcher.

Aleshin is the first Russian 
driver in IndyCar history, joining 
a team with Simon Pagenaud this 
year after a career in open-wheel 
racing in Europe. He is 15th in 
the overall points standings with 
seven top-10 finishes this season, 
including a career-best fifth-place 
finish at the Grand Prix of India-
napolis in May.

The 27-year-old Aleshin also 
had several run-ins with Sebastien 
Bourdais earlier in the season, 
and he was involved in an unusual 
crash with Juan Pablo Montoya in 
Toronto. 

Griner, Taylor lift 
Mercury over Lynx 

Harvick wins Atlanta pole 
as Stewart returns to track

Auto racing roundup

ROSS D. FRANKLIN/AP 

Phoenix Mercury’s Penny Taylor (13) drives past Minnesota Lynx’s 
Seimone Augustus (33) during the second half in Game 1 of the 
WNBA basketball Western Conference finals on Friday in Phoenix. 
The Mercury won 85-71.

JOHN BAZEMORE/AP 

Sprint Cup Series driver Tony Stewart climbs out of his car after qualifying for Sunday’s Oral B USA 500 
race at Atlanta Motor Speedway on Friday in Hampton, Ga. Stewart qualified in 12th place.
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MLB

Statistics

American League
TEAM BATTING

 AB R H HR RBI Avg
Detroit 4625 620 1267 124 601 .274
Kansas City 4593 550 1209 85 512 .263
Los Angeles 4695 628 1224 127 596 .261
Toronto 4614 592 1198 148 566 .260
Texas 4534 540 1162 96 506 .256
Chicago 4594 560 1177 127 529 .256
Baltimore 4607 572 1180 172 551 .256
Cleveland 4574 573 1168 126 552 .255
New York 4548 532 1139 122 497 .250
Minnesota 4602 584 1150 105 548 .250
Tampa Bay 4623 527 1155 99 506 .250
Oakland 4609 637 1146 134 599 .249
Seattle 4497 531 1109 105 501 .247
Boston 4604 520 1123 101 495 .244
Houston 4581 541 1101 149 511 .240

INDIVIDUAL BATTING
 AB R H HR RBI Avg
Altuve Hou 554 73 184 6 44 .332
VMartinez Det 461 70 151 26 85 .328
Cano Sea 489 70 160 12 71 .327
Beltre Tex 456 68 149 17 68 .327
JAbreu CWS 462 70 146 33 97 .316
Eaton CWS 387 60 120 1 33 .310
Brantley Cle 500 80 155 18 83 .310
MeCabrera Tor 546 79 167 15 71 .306
Gillaspie CWS 394 48 119 6 48 .302
MiCabrera Det 501 82 151 17 90 .301
KSuzuki Min 382 33 112 3 52 .293
BHolt Bos 418 65 122 3 27 .292
Chisenhall Cle 377 54 110 12 48 .292
Trout LAA 510 91 148 30 94 .290
AJones Bal 542 77 156 24 79 .288
Loney TB 508 50 146 7 61 .287
Ellsbury NYY 503 64 144 14 64 .286
YGomes Cle 388 52 111 17 53 .286
Reyes Tor 497 76 142 8 41 .286
Aybar LAA 503 66 143 6 56 .284
Bautista Tor 459 77 130 27 80 .283
Calhoun LAA 385 68 109 13 46 .283
AlRamirez CWS 523 68 148 13 63 .283
JHardy Bal 460 49 130 8 46 .283
Markakis Bal 555 66 156 12 44 .281
Pedroia Bos 534 71 150 7 51 .281
Rios Tex 471 53 132 4 52 .280
TorHunter Det 436 57 122 15 73 .280
HKendrick LAA 523 69 146 5 56 .279
AGordon KC 473 71 132 17 61 .279
AEscobar KC 470 62 131 2 44 .279
Kinsler Det 558 84 155 12 71 .278
Pujols LAA 530 73 147 24 82 .277
BButler KC 487 53 135 9 57 .277
DNavarro Tor 409 34 113 10 57 .276
Zobrist TB 468 72 129 9 42 .276
Seager Sea 484 58 133 20 82 .275
LMartin Tex 427 53 117 6 35 .274
Joyce TB 357 47 96 8 50 .269
Andrus Tex 522 65 140 2 34 .268
Gardner NYY 474 79 127 15 54 .268
Ortiz Bos 454 52 121 30 94 .267
Hosmer KC 409 45 109 6 46 .267
AJackson Sea 479 65 127 4 40 .265
Jeter NYY 485 39 128 3 36 .264
SPerez KC 470 50 124 15 58 .264
Aoki KC 395 55 104 1 32 .263
Castellanos Det 430 41 113 10 57 .263
Encarnacion Tor 374 61 98 27 76 .262
Cespedes Bos 497 79 130 21 89 .262
Ackley Sea 427 56 110 9 55 .258
Donaldson Oak 497 81 127 26 88 .256
Longoria TB 526 68 134 17 76 .255
Infante KC 428 44 109 6 59 .255
NCruz Bal 499 73 127 34 88 .255
Crisp Oak 370 61 94 9 45 .254
Napoli Bos 378 45 96 16 50 .254
Freese LAA 382 44 97 6 41 .254
YEscobar TB 414 26 104 4 31 .251
Kipnis Cle 418 54 105 6 41 .251
Plouffe Min 441 59 110 11 66 .249

Moss Oak 439 60 109 23 76 .248
ACabrera Cle 378 54 93 9 40 .246
De Aza CWS 391 45 96 5 31 .246
DeJennings TB 479 64 117 10 36 .244
Choo Tex 455 58 110 13 40 .242
Dozier Min 505 94 121 20 61 .240
Lowrie Oak 407 53 97 5 42 .238
McCann NYY 411 45 97 15 57 .236
Callaspo Oak 374 36 88 4 39 .235
Viciedo CWS 444 57 103 16 47 .232
CSantana Cle 436 56 100 22 64 .229
Carter Hou 421 60 96 33 78 .228
JCastro Hou 405 41 92 14 51 .227
Teixeira NYY 359 51 81 20 55 .226
MDominguez Hou 493 47 110 14 51 .223
Bogaerts Bos 435 47 97 8 30 .223
ADunn CWS 360 42 79 19 52 .219
Beckham LAA 407 45 89 8 40 .219
CDavis Bal 407 56 77 24 67 .189  

TEAM PITCHING
 ERA H ER BB SO Sh Sv
Seattle 3.03 1001 403 373 1070 9 41
Oakland 3.27 1066 441 354 1010 11 29
Tampa Bay 3.50 1093 475 401 1214 17 31
Los Angeles 3.54 1072 485 414 1128 10 38
Baltimore 3.56 1116 475 389 942 9 42
Cleveland 3.61 1140 482 395 1161 10 32
Kansas City 3.61 1158 482 372 956 10 42
New York 3.82 1160 508 330 1125 9 43
Boston 3.96 1207 537 413 1023 6 31
Detroit 4.05 1206 538 384 1022 7 33
Toronto 4.17 1190 554 432 986 12 35
Houston 4.38 1250 588 421 957 2 23
Chicago 4.39 1211 582 467 943 4 28
Minnesota 4.51 1300 595 337 842 7 34
Texas 4.72 1283 619 423 944 16 25

INDIVIDUAL PITCHING
 IP H BB SO W L ERA
Sale CWS 142 103 29 165 10 3 2.03
FHernandez Sea 198 145 35 205 13 5 2.23
DDuffy KC 135 97 47 102 8 11 2.47
Kluber Cle 193 168 44 213 13 8 2.52
Lester Oak 184 163 40 186 13 9 2.55
Richards LAA 169 124 51 164 13 4 2.61
Iwakuma Sea 149 133 13 121 12 6 2.83
Gray Oak 178 154 62 149 13 7 3.03
Keuchel Hou 171 163 43 128 10 9 3.05
Darvish Tex 144 133 49 182 10 7 3.06
Porcello Det 173 162 32 102 15 8 3.06
Kazmir Oak 158 138 38 132 14 6 3.08
Scherzer Det 181 157 50 209 15 4 3.13
CYoung Sea 150 123 52 94 12 6 3.17
JVargas KC 162 168 34 107 10 7 3.27
Smyly TB 141 129 38 118 9 10 3.31
Price Det 203 185 30 224 12 10 3.32
JChavez Oak 141 135 49 132 8 7 3.38
Ventura KC 146 137 53 125 10 9 3.40
Archer TB 161 151 62 150 8 7 3.40
Tillman Bal 172 151 56 116 11 5 3.41
Shields KC 185 193 39 146 12 7 3.45
Quintana CWS 166 161 48 142 6 10 3.48
Buehrle Tor 167 193 42 98 11 9 3.50
Weaver LAA 181 164 57 137 15 7 3.57
Lackey Bos 137 137 32 116 11 7 3.60
PHughes Min 173 188 15 152 14 9 3.70
WChen Bal 148 158 28 109 13 4 3.76
Kuroda NYY 167 162 35 112 9 8 3.88
Dickey Tor 176 167 63 147 10 12 4.00
BNorris Bal 135 127 41 105 11 8 4.00
Elias Sea 144 127 58 132 9 11 4.01
Odorizzi TB 140 135 49 156 9 11 4.23
Gibson Min 144 142 44 83 11 10 4.31
Feldman Hou 143 159 43 83 7 10 4.34
Guthrie KC 173 185 44 112 10 10 4.43
CWilson LAA 147 143 67 126 10 8 4.46
Verlander Det 171 188 60 132 12 11 4.68
Hutchison Tor 150 147 49 134 8 11 4.68
Noesi CWS 140 147 48 105 8 9 4.75
JohDanks CWS 164 178 63 109 9 9 4.88
Lewis Tex 137 177 40 112 9 11 5.44 

National League
TEAM BATTING

 AB R H HR RBI Avg
Colorado 4641 617 1274 151 587 .275
Los Angeles 4578 554 1188 98 526 .260
Pittsburgh 4572 565 1176 124 545 .257
Milwaukee 4544 574 1156 132 546 .254
St. Louis 4459 498 1128 85 477 .253
Washington 4558 571 1153 122 528 .253
Miami 4563 540 1149 107 518 .252
San Francisco 4572 539 1146 115 516 .251
Arizona 4612 522 1151 106 489 .250
Atlanta 4593 513 1129 111 489 .246
Philadelphia 4670 521 1136 109 492 .243
Cincinnati 4539 510 1093 106 481 .241
Chicago 4580 510 1095 133 494 .239
New York 4564 512 1071 103 490 .235
San Diego 4356 439 985 93 412 .226

INDIVIDUAL BATTING
 AB R H HR RBI Avg
Morneau Col 424 48 132 14 69 .311
JHarrison Pit 409 62 126 12 45 .308
Revere Phi 484 59 149 1 15 .308
AMcCutchen Pit 447 69 137 20 71 .306
ArRamirez Mil 395 45 119 14 61 .301
Span Was 518 82 156 2 28 .301
DanMurphy NYM 528 73 159 9 53 .301
Goldschmidt Ari 406 75 122 19 69 .300
MaAdams StL 443 45 133 13 56 .300
Puig LAD 460 71 138 13 59 .300
Lucroy Mil 481 66 144 13 60 .299
Posey SF 458 59 136 18 71 .297
Stanton Mia 491 83 144 33 97 .293
McGehee Mia 509 47 149 3 62 .293
Pence SF 549 91 159 18 62 .290
Yelich Mia 463 76 134 9 47 .289
DGordon LAD 515 73 149 2 29 .289
FFreeman Atl 515 86 149 17 69 .289
JUpton Atl 475 70 137 26 91 .288
Blackmon Col 493 67 142 15 62 .288
Werth Was 456 71 131 14 73 .287
SCastro ChC 512 54 147 13 64 .287
Sandoval SF 491 60 140 14 60 .285
CGomez Mil 503 84 142 21 65 .282
Rendon Was 522 97 147 18 71 .282
SSmith SD 373 51 105 12 41 .282
Utley Phi 498 66 140 11 69 .281
Morse SF 431 47 121 16 58 .281
Frazier Cin 504 72 140 22 69 .278
Rizzo ChC 486 81 135 30 71 .278
MCarpenter StL 505 83 140 7 50 .277
Braun Mil 441 64 122 17 74 .277
HRamirez LAD 370 52 102 13 60 .276
Kemp LAD 443 55 122 16 63 .275
Hechavarria Mia 437 42 120 1 28 .275
SMarte Pit 397 59 109 9 44 .275
NWalker Pit 409 57 112 17 56 .274
AdGonzalez LAD 486 63 133 18 90 .274
CJohnson Atl 506 38 138 9 55 .273
Heyward Atl 494 68 134 11 54 .271
Byrd Phi 509 68 138 24 77 .271
Prado Ari 403 44 109 5 42 .270
BHamilton Cin 489 70 131 6 46 .268
JhPeralta StL 463 50 124 18 60 .268
Ozuna Mia 478 62 127 19 72 .266
LeMahieu Col 411 52 109 4 32 .265
DWright NYM 497 50 131 8 56 .264
Holliday StL 475 68 125 13 69 .263
LaRoche Was 411 61 107 19 70 .260
Mercer Pit 412 47 106 7 42 .257
GParra Mil 448 56 115 7 36 .257
MMontero Ari 414 38 106 13 67 .256
KDavis Mil 430 66 109 20 65 .253
Desmond Was 502 58 127 22 81 .253
Duda NYM 419 61 106 26 76 .253
ASimmons Atl 449 42 111 7 43 .247
GJones Mia 423 51 104 13 45 .246
Valbuena ChC 388 50 94 14 44 .242
AHill Ari 457 44 110 10 55 .241
Rollins Phi 504 71 121 17 53 .240

Segura Mil 436 50 103 4 28 .236
PAlvarez Pit 397 46 92 18 56 .232
Cozart Cin 445 45 102 3 35 .229
DBrown Phi 399 36 91 7 56 .228
BCrawford SF 409 43 92 8 51 .225
Howard Phi 481 57 108 19 81 .225
Bruce Cin 417 64 91 14 55 .218
Granderson NYM 473 59 102 16 49 .216
BUpton Atl 461 62 94 9 31 .204   

TEAM PITCHING
 ERA H ER BB SO Sh Sv
Washington 3.13 1127 419 306 1066 14 32
San Diego 3.16 1038 416 388 1068 7 34
Atlanta 3.29 1136 445 392 1093 12 47
Los Angeles 3.34 1105 450 362 1133 14 41
San Francisco 3.39 1076 454 326 1004 10 38
Cincinnati 3.51 1076 473 415 1091 12 36
New York 3.53 1134 481 434 1074 8 33
St. Louis 3.67 1095 483 390 993 18 45
Milwaukee 3.67 1151 493 358 1007 7 40
Pittsburgh 3.68 1150 494 418 975 3 37
Chicago 3.69 1115 499 417 1107 9 30
Miami 3.87 1214 518 381 984 13 34
Philadelphia 3.90 1174 529 429 1045 9 33
Arizona 4.22 1224 565 391 1068 4 34
Colorado 4.95 1270 655 462 897 1 22

INDIVIDUAL PITCHING
 IP H BB SO W L ERA
Kershaw LAD 161 112 23 194 16 3 1.73
Cueto Cin 199 136 55 199 15 8 2.26
Wainwright StL 188 154 45 150 15 9 2.59
Hamels Phi 163 143 47 158 7 6 2.59
TRoss SD 181 147 64 176 12 12 2.64
HAlvarez Mia 157 164 29 97 10 6 2.75
Lynn StL 165 151 60 147 14 8 2.79
Greinke LAD 164 157 36 174 13 8 2.79
Roark Was 167 144 37 120 12 8 2.81
Hudson SF 168 164 29 106 9 9 2.90
Teheran Atl 189 159 43 160 13 9 2.90
Zimmermann Was 166 164 25 148 10 5 2.93
Bumgarner SF 185 163 38 192 15 9 3.02
AWood Atl 137 124 38 130 9 10 3.09
Simon Cin 160 147 43 100 13 8 3.26
Gallardo Mil 166 159 46 122 8 7 3.26
Ryu LAD 137 136 27 122 13 6 3.28
Leake Cin 186 186 42 141 10 11 3.38
Lohse Mil 166 159 38 119 12 7 3.42
ZaWheeler NYM 160 141 68 155 9 9 3.44
Volquez Pit 159 146 58 109 11 7 3.45
Niese NYM 155 159 43 111 7 10 3.48
ESantana Atl 168 161 52 155 13 7 3.53
Garza Mil 146 122 43 104 7 7 3.58
Strasburg Was 175 171 40 202 10 10 3.59
Harang Atl 167 175 61 124 10 8 3.60
Bailey Cin 146 134 45 124 9 5 3.71
Vogelsong SF 157 150 44 128 8 9 3.73
Kennedy SD 163 153 57 174 10 11 3.75
Koehler Mia 161 144 58 126 9 9 3.79
RHernandez LAD 144 128 63 90 8 9 3.81
WPeralta Mil 165 171 51 122 15 9 3.82
BColon NYM 167 170 22 130 12 10 3.82
Morton Pit 152 139 55 120 5 12 3.84
Collmenter Ari 144 140 34 100 9 7 3.94
SMiller StL 153 139 68 101 8 9 4.19
JDe La Rosa Col 155 135 54 114 13 9 4.19
Miley Ari 176 174 62 163 7 10 4.30
ABurnett Phi 178 168 77 157 7 14 4.30
Eovaldi Mia 165 177 34 117 6 9 4.30
Haren LAD 156 164 33 118 11 10 4.33
Stults SD 140 158 37 89 6 14 4.63
Lincecum SF 145 143 62 130 10 9 4.64
TWood ChC 156 165 67 131 8 11 4.72
Estrada Mil 134 131 44 112 7 6 4.89
KKendrick Phi 167 183 46 99 7 11 4.97
EJackson ChC 139 164 61 123 6 14 6.09  
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Good idea to check most every 
tag and trap, especially when a 
single missed call could mean the 
difference between winning the 
World Series and an early exit.

“I think there are times that 
you have to challenge regardless 
of whether you think it will get 
overturned or not, depending at 
the importance at the time, where 
you are in the game,” Oakland 
manager Bob Melvin said.

And perhaps there might be 
something else to consider come 
October.

The rule on those pesky plays 
at home, generating plenty of dis-
putes over whether the catcher 
did or didn’t block the plate, could 
get tweaked again.

“They might do something be-
fore the playoffs. I think the catch-
ing thing at home plate,” Baltimore 
manager Buck Showalter said.

That would be fine with Tampa 
Bay manager Joe Maddon.

“It’s a fluid situation, there is 
nothing locked in. Having said 
that, I think whatever is locked in 
at the time should be abided by. 
Then if anything is to be amend-

ed, then do that,” he said.
“I think in a perverse way, it 

would be a good thing before the 

playoffs begin. It will probably 
benefit baseball,” the noted free-
thinker said.

For the record, Commissioner 
Bud Selig said there aren’t any 
replay adjustments planned prior 
to the postseason.

“No, we will do that in offsea-
son,” he said this week during a 
visit to Petco Park in San Diego.

“Yeah, there are some tweaks 
and some things we need to do, 
but I am very happy,” he said.

All along, Major League Base-
ball said it would take a few years 
to get the system right. Five months 
in, everyone is still learning, now 
that most everything except balls-
and-strikes can be reviewed.

 Boston manager John Farrell , 
the first manager to be ejected 
this season for arguing a replay 
decision, said he’s “in full agree-
ment with the spirit of the use of 
instant replay, and that’s to get 
the calls right.”

But he has his own idea on how 
that might be done.

“I think it would be ideal if 
Major League Baseball could 
take one person and be the over-
seer in every game, and they de-
termine what play is reviewable 
or not,” Farrell said. “I think that 
would be most objective and most 

consistent.”
So no more manager 

challenges?
“Yes,” he said.
As of this week, there had been

1,030 situations that got reviewed
by the booth in New York. Of
those, 478 — 46.4 percent — re-
sulted in a reversed call.

With so much concern about
slow games being dragged out,
the reviews averaged 1 minute, 
49 seconds.

 That’s after the manager gets 
the thumbs up or thumbs down
from the dugout on whether to
challenge.

“I don’t know how you can
speed that up, but I guess it’s bet-
ter than having the manager out
there yelling at the umpire for
missing a call,” Milwaukee pitch-
er Kyle Lohse said.

 San Francisco manager Bruce
Bochy has been tossed three 
times. He likes the replay system,
and also thinks it’s brought some 
extra excitement.

“There’s been quite a bit of an-
ticipation from the fans and the
players — ‘Are they going to over-
turn it?’” he said. 

Rule: Managers haven’t hesitated to challenge umpires’ calls

RICHARD DREW/AP

Chris Marinak sits in front of a bank of television screens during a 
preview of Major League Baseball’s Replay Operations Center in 
New York this spring. There were more than 1,000 challenges so 
far in this new era of replay, and it’s only August. Get ready for even 
more as the postseason approaches, when a favorable ruling could 
be the difference between a World Series winner and an early exit. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 77 56 .579 —
New York 70 63 .526  7
Toronto 67 67 .500 10A
Tampa Bay 65 70 .481 13
Boston 59 75 .440 18A

Central Division
Kansas City 74 60 .552 —
Detroit 73 60 .549  A
Cleveland 69 64 .519  4A
Chicago 60 74 .448 14
Minnesota 59 75 .440 15

West Division
Los Angeles 81 53 .604 —
Oakland 78 56 .582  3
Seattle 72 61 .541  8A
Houston 57 79 .419 25
Texas 53 81 .396 28

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 76 57 .571 —
Atlanta 71 64 .526  6
Miami 65 68 .489 11
New York 63 72 .467 14
Philadelphia 61 73 .455 15A

Central Division
Milwaukee 73 61 .545 —
St. Louis 71 62 .534  1A
Pittsburgh 70 64 .522  3
Cincinnati 65 70 .481  8A
Chicago 60 74 .448 13

West Division
Los Angeles 76 59 .563 —
San Francisco 72 62 .537  3A
San Diego 63 70 .474 12
Arizona 56 78 .418 19A
Colorado 53 81 .396 22A

Friday’s Games
Baltimore 9, Minnesota 1
N.Y. Yankees 6, Toronto 3
Boston 8, Tampa Bay 4
Cleveland 6, Kansas City 1
Detroit 7, Chicago White Sox 1
Texas 13, Houston 6
L.A. Angels 4, Oakland 0
Washington 8, Seattle 3
Pittsburgh 2, Cincinnati 1
N.Y. Mets 4, Philadelphia 1
Atlanta 5, Miami 2
Chicago Cubs 7, St. Louis 2
Arizona 5, Colorado 2
San Diego 3, L.A. Dodgers 2, 12 in-

nings
San Francisco 13, Milwaukee 2

Saturday’s Games
N.Y. Yankees at Toronto
Detroit at Chicago White Sox
Minnesota at Baltimore
Boston at Tampa Bay
Cleveland at Kansas City
Detroit at Chicago White Sox
Texas at Houston
Oakland at L.A. Angels
Washington at Seattle
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh
Miami at Atlanta
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets
Colorado at Arizona
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis
L.A. Dodgers at San Diego
Milwaukee at San Francisco

Sunday’s Games
N.Y. Yankees (McCarthy 5-3) at Toronto 

(Happ 8-8)
Minnesota (Nolasco 5-9) at Baltimore 

(W.Chen 13-4)
Boston (Buchholz 5-8) at Tampa Bay 

(Cobb 9-6)
Detroit (Porcello 15-8) at Chicago 

White Sox (Quintana 6-10)
Texas (N.Martinez 3-10) at Houston 

(Keuchel 10-9)
Oakland (Kazmir 14-6) at L.A. Angels 

(Shoemaker 13-4)
Washington (Roark 12-8) at Seattle 

(Iwakuma 12-6)
Cleveland (House 2-3) at Kansas City 

(D.Duffy 8-11)
Philadelphia (A.Burnett 7-14) at N.Y. 

Mets (Gee 5-6)
Cincinnati (Cueto 15-8) at Pittsburgh 

(F.Liriano 3-10)
Chicago Cubs (T.Wood 8-11) at St. Lou-

is (Lackey 2-1)
Milwaukee (Lohse 12-7) at San Fran-

cisco (Bumgarner 15-9)
Colorado (J.De La Rosa 13-9) at Arizo-

na (C.Anderson 7-6)
L.A. Dodgers (Ryu 13-6) at San Diego 

(Stults 6-14)
Miami (Eovaldi 6-9) at Atlanta (A.Wood 

9-10)
Monday’s Games

Boston (R.De La Rosa 4-5) at Tampa 
Bay (Smyly 9-10)

Minnesota (P.Hughes 14-9) at Balti-
more (Gausman 7-6)

Detroit (Price 12-10) at Cleveland (Klu-
ber 13-8)

Seattle (C.Young 12-6) at Oakland 
(Hammel 1-5)

Texas (Lewis 9-11) at Kansas City (Ven-
tura 10-9) 

N.Y. Mets (Za.Wheeler 9-9) at Miami 
(H.Alvarez 10-6)

Philadelphia (Hamels 7-6) at Atlanta 
(Teheran 13-9)

Pittsburgh (Cole 7-4) at St. Louis (Lynn 
14-8)

Milwaukee (J.Nelson 2-5) at Chicago 
Cubs (Ja.Turner 4-8)

Colorado 2, San Francisco 2, tie, 6 in-
nings, comp. of susp. game

Arizona (Cahill 3-9) at San Diego 
(T.Ross 12-12)

San Francisco (Hudson 9-9) at Colo-
rado (F.Morales 5-7)

Washington (G.Gonzalez 6-9) at L.A. 
Dodgers (R.Hernandez 8-9) 

Friday
 Padres 3, Dodgers 2 (12)

Los Angeles     San Diego
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DGordn 2b 6 0 0 0 Solarte 3b-lf 4 1 0 0
HRmrz ss 4 1 3 2 AAlmnt cf 4 0 1 0
Rojas ss 1 0 0 0 S.Smith lf-rf 5 0 0 0
AdGnzl 1b 6 0 1 0 Grandl 1b-c 5 1 1 1
Kemp rf 6 0 1 0 Gyorko 2b 5 0 0 0
Crwfrd lf 5 0 0 0 Rivera c 3 1 2 1
Ethier cf 5 0 2 0 Maybin pr 0 0 0 0
JuTrnr 3b 5 1 3 0 Boyer p 0 0 0 0
A.Ellis c 4 0 1 0 CNelsn ph-3b 1 0 0 0
Haren p 2 0 0 0 RLirian rf 3 0 1 0
Puig ph 1 0 0 0 Venale ph-rf 1 0 0 0
JWrght p 0 0 0 0 Stauffr p 0 0 0 0
Howell p 0 0 0 0 Amarst ss 5 0 2 1
BWilsn p 0 0 0 0 Cashnr p 2 0 1 0
VnSlyk ph 0 0 0 0 Vincent p 0 0 0 0
P.Baez p 0 0 0 0 Medica ph 1 0 0 0
Frias p 0 0 0 0 Thayer p 0 0 0 0
Barney ph 1 0 0 0 Qcknsh p 0 0 0 0
League p 0 0 0 0 Goeert ph-1b 1 0 0 0
Correia p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 46 2 11 2 Totals 40 3 8 3
Los Angeles 001 000 010 000—2
San Diego 010 100 000 001—3

Two outs when winning run scored. E—
D.Gordon (9). LOB—Los Angeles 11, San 
Diego 11. 2B—H.Ramirez (28), Ju.Turner 
(16). HR—H.Ramirez (13). SB—Ethier (2). 
CS—A.Almonte (2). S—A.Almonte, Ven-
able. SF—Rivera. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles
Haren 6 5 2 1 1 3
J.Wright 1B 0 0 0 1 1
Howell  B 0 0 0 1 1
B.Wilson  B 0 0 0 0 0
P.Baez 1 1 0 0 1 1
Frias 1 0 0 0 0 1
League 1 0 0 0 0 2
Correia L,2-2  C 2 1 1 2 0
San Diego
Cashner 6 6 1 1 0 8
Vincent H,14 1 1 0 0 0 1
Thayer BS,1-1 1 1 1 1 0 1
Quackenbush 1 1 0 0 2 1
Boyer 2 1 0 0 1 3
Stauffer W,5-2 1 1 0 0 0 1

WP—Correia. T—4:12. A—30,818 (42,302).  

 Giants 13, Brewers 2
Milwaukee     San Francisco
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
CGomz cf 2 0 0 1 Pagan cf 5 2 3 1
KDavis lf 0 0 0 0 Kontos p 1 0 0 0
Gennett 2b 4 0 0 0 Panik 2b 6 2 4 0
Braun rf 4 0 1 0 Posey c 5 3 5 3
ArRmr 3b 3 0 0 0 Susac c 1 0 0 0
Maldnd c 1 0 0 0 Sandovl 3b 4 1 1 1
Lucroy c 3 1 1 0 Arias 3b 2 0 0 0
Grzlny p 0 0 0 0 Pence rf 4 2 3 3
Segura ss 1 0 0 0 Morse 1b 3 0 1 0
GParra lf-cf 3 0 0 0 GBlanc lf-cf 2 2 1 3
Overay 1b 3 1 1 1 BCrwfr ss 4 0 0 1
EHerrr ss 3 0 2 0 Vglsng p 4 1 1 0
Kintzlr p 0 0 0 0 Ishikaw ph-lf 1 0 0 0
WPerlt p 1 0 0 0 
Estrad p 0 0 0 0 
MrRynl 3b 1 0 0 0 
Totals 29 2 5 2 Totals 42 13 19 12
Milwaukee 010 010 000—  2
San Francisco 321 250 00x—13

E—E.Herrera (2). DP—Milwaukee 2, 
San Francisco 1. LOB—Milwaukee 3, San 
Francisco 12. 2B—Lucroy (45), Pagan (19), 
Panik (5). 3B—Pagan (2), Posey (2). HR—
G.Blanco (4). SB—C.Gomez (29), G.Blanco 
(14). S—Estrada. SF—C.Gomez. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Milwaukee
W.Peralta L,15-9 3 9 6 6 2 1
Estrada 2 6 7 5 2 2
Gorzelanny 1B 3 0 0 2 1
Kintzler 1C 1 0 0 0 0
San Francisco
Vogelsong W,8-9 7 4 2 2 1 7
Kontos 2 1 0 0 0 1

HBP—by W.Peralta (Morse). WP—
W.Peralta. T—3:17. A—41,348 (41,915).  

 Braves 5, Marlins 2
Miami     Atlanta
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Yelich lf 4 0 1 0 Heywrd rf 3 1 2 1
Solano 2b 3 0 0 0 Bonifac cf 4 1 0 0
Stanton rf 2 0 0 0 FFrmn 1b 3 1 0 0
McGeh 3b 3 1 1 0 J.Upton lf 4 1 2 3
GJones 1b 4 0 1 0 Gattis c 3 0 0 0
Penny p 0 0 0 0 CJhnsn 3b 3 0 1 0
Ozuna cf 4 0 3 1 LaStell 2b 4 0 1 0
Sltlmch c 4 0 0 0 Gosseln 2b 0 0 0 0
Hchvrr ss 4 0 0 0 ASmns ss 4 1 1 0
Koehler p 2 0 0 0 ESantn p 2 0 0 0
Vldspn ph 1 1 1 1 DCrpnt p 0 0 0 0
Hatchr p 0 0 0 0 R.Pena ph 1 0 1 0
MDunn p 0 0 0 0 JWaldn p 0 0 0 0
SDyson p 0 0 0 0 Doumit ph 1 0 0 0
JeBakr 1b 0 0 0 0 Kimrel p 0 0 0 0
Totals 31 2 7 2 Totals 32 5 8 4
Miami 000 001 100—2
Atlanta 000 002 30x—5

E—G.Jones (13), Ozuna (4). DP—Mi-
ami 1, Atlanta 1. LOB—Miami 6, Atlanta 
7. 2B—Ozuna (22). HR—Valdespin (3), 
J.Upton (26). CS—Yelich (6). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Miami
Koehler 6 4 2 2 3 6
Hatcher L,0-2 0 2 2 2 0 0
M.Dunn  C 1 1 0 0 1
S.Dyson  B 1 0 0 0 0
Penny 1 0 0 0 1 0
Atlanta
E.Santana 6 5 1 1 4 7
D.Carpenter W,5-3 BS,3-6 1 1 1 1 0 1
J.Walden H,19 1 0 0 0 0 2
Kimbrel S,40-44 1 1 0 0 0 0

Hatcher pitched to 2 batters in the 7th. 
WP—Koehler. T—3:01. A—26,278 (49,586).  

 Angels 4, Athletics 0
Oakland     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Crisp cf 2 0 0 0 Calhon rf 4 0 0 0
Gentry cf 2 0 0 0 Trout cf 4 0 1 0
Fuld lf 4 0 1 0 Pujols 1b 4 1 2 1
Dnldsn 3b 3 0 1 0 JHmltn lf 4 0 1 0
Vogt 1b 4 0 1 0 HKndrc 2b 4 1 0 0
Moss dh 2 0 0 0 Freese dh 4 0 0 0
Reddck rf 4 0 0 0 Aybar ss 4 1 2 0
DNorrs c 3 0 1 0 Iannett c 2 1 1 3
Callasp 2b 4 0 0 0 GBckh 3b 3 0 0 0
Sogard ss 4 0 1 0 
Totals 32 0 5 0 Totals 33 4 7 4
Oakland 000 000 000—0
Los Angeles 000 021 10x—4

E—Donaldson (21), Sogard (8), G.Beckham 
(11). DP—Los Angeles 1. LOB—Oakland 9, Los 
Angeles 6. 2B—Donaldson (25), J.Hamilton 
(21). HR—Pujols (24), Iannetta (6). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Oakland
Lester L,13-9 6 6 3 2 1 5
Scribner 1 1 1 1 0 0
J.Chavez 1 0 0 0 0 0
Los Angeles
Weaver W,15-7 7 3 0 0 3 3
J.Smith 1 1 0 0 0 0
Street 1 1 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Weaver (Moss). T—2:54. A—
41,177 (45,483).

 Rangers 13, Astros 6
Texas     Houston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DnRrts cf 4 1 2 1 MGnzlz ss 5 1 3 2
Andrus dh 3 0 1 2 Altuve 2b 5 1 2 0
Rios rf 5 2 1 0 Carter dh 4 0 0 0
ABeltre 3b 4 2 2 1 Fowler cf 2 0 2 1
Rua 1b 5 1 1 0 Guzmn ph-lf 3 0 1 1
Rosales ss 5 2 3 2 JCastro c 4 1 1 1
Telis c 5 1 1 1 Krauss lf-rf 3 0 1 0
Odor 2b 5 2 2 3 Singltn 1b 3 1 0 0
Choice lf 4 2 3 3 Mrsnck rf-cf 4 1 2 0
     G.Petit 3b 4 1 1 0
Totals 40 13 16 13 Totals 37 6 13 5
Texas 101 411 500—13
Houston 100 000 113—  6

E—Choice (3), Altuve (9). DP—Texas 
1, Houston 2. LOB—Texas 4, Houston 
7. 2B—Andrus (29), Rios (28), A.Beltre 
(26), Choice (5), Ma.Gonzalez 2 (12), 
Fowler (15). HR—Odor (7), Choice (9), 
J.Castro (14). SB—Dan.Robertson (4). 
CS—Ma.Gonzalez (4). SF—Andrus. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Texas
S.Baker W,3-3 6B 6 2 2 1 3
Claudio 1C 4 1 1 1 4
Cotts 1 3 3 3 1 0
Houston
Oberholtzer L,4-10 4B 9 7 7 1 2
J.Buchanan 2C 6 6 5 1 2
Foltynewicz 2 1 0 0 1 0

WP—Cotts, J.Buchanan. T—3:16. A—
18,931 (42,060). 

 Indians 6, Royals 1
Cleveland     Kansas City
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Bourn cf 5 0 0 0 Aoki rf 5 0 1 0
Ramirez ss 5 2 2 1 AEscor ss 5 0 4 1
Brantley lf 5 1 3 0 AGordn lf 5 0 0 0
Santana 1b 4 1 2 3 BButler 1b 5 0 1 0
Kipnis 2b 5 1 1 1 S.Perez c 4 0 0 0
Gomes c 4 0 2 0 Wlngh dh 2 0 1 0
Walters dh 4 0 1 1 L.Cain cf 4 0 1 0
Chisnhall 3b 3 0 1 0 Mostks 3b 2 0 0 0
Holt rf 4 1 1 0 C.Colon 2b 4 1 1 0
Totals 39 6 13 6 Totals 36 1 9 1
Cleveland 013 000 002—6
Kansas City 000 000 001—1

E—J.Vargas (2). LOB—Cleveland 8, Kan-
sas City 12. 2B—Brantley 2 (35), Walters 
(1). HR—C.Santana (22). SB—J.Ramirez 
(5). CS—Kipnis (3). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Cleveland
Salazar W,5-6 5 4 0 0 2 3
C.Lee 1 0 0 0 1 0
Crockett 0 0 0 0 0 0
Atchison  C 1 0 0 0 0
Rzepczynski H,12  B 0 0 0 0 0
Shaw 1 1 0 0 0 0
Tomlin 1 3 1 1 0 1
Kansas City
J.Vargas L,10-7 6 10 4 4 0 5
S.Downs 1 1 0 0 1 0
L.Coleman 1 0 0 0 1 1
Bueno 1 2 2 2 0 1

Crockett pitched to 1 batter in the 7th. 
HBP—by Crockett (Moustakas). WP—
S.Downs. Balk—Bueno. T—3:17 (Rain de-
lay: 0:44). A—31,341 (37,903).  

 Red Sox 8, Rays 4
Boston     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
B.Holt ss 5 1 2 0 Guyer lf 4 1 2 3
Pedroia 2b 4 1 0 0 Zobrist 2b 5 0 0 0
D.Ortiz dh 5 1 1 0 Joyce rf 4 0 0 0
Cespds lf 5 2 2 2 Longori 3b 5 0 1 0
Napoli 1b 4 1 0 0 Loney 1b 4 0 2 0
Nava rf 4 1 3 1 Myers dh 4 0 1 0
Betts cf 5 1 2 4 YEscor ss 4 1 1 0
Mdlrks 3b 4 0 1 0 Hanign c 2 1 0 0
Rivero ph-3b 0 0 0 0 Kiermr cf 4 1 2 1
Vazquz c 4 0 0 0 
Totals 40 8 11 7 Totals 36 4 9 4
Boston 350 000 000—8
Tampa Bay 010 020 001—4

E—Zobrist (9), Y.Escobar (15), Archer 
(4). LOB—Boston 10, Tampa Bay 9. 2B—
Cespedes (31), Kiermaier (14). HR—Betts 
(3), Guyer (3). SB—Nava (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Boston
Ranaudo W,3-0 6 5 3 3 3 4
Breslow 1 0 0 0 1 1
Badenhop 1 2 0 0 0 2
Mujica 1 2 1 1 0 1
Tampa Bay
Archer L,8-7 4 9 8 7 2 3
C.Ramos 3 2 0 0 1 5
Balfour 2 0 0 0 1 3

HBP—by Archer (Nava). PB—Vazquez. 
T—3:34. A—16,107 (31,042). 

 Orioles 9, Twins 1
Minnesota     Baltimore
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DaSntn cf 4 0 0 0 Markks rf 4 1 1 0
Dozier 2b 4 0 1 0 Pearce 1b 1 0 0 0
Mauer dh 3 0 0 0 Pareds 3b 2 1 1 0
Parmel ph 1 0 0 0 A.Jones cf 3 2 1 1
KVargs 1b 4 0 1 0 N.Cruz dh 3 1 0 0
Arcia rf 4 0 0 0 DYong lf 4 1 1 2
Plouffe 3b 3 1 1 1 Lough lf 0 0 0 0
EdEscr ss 3 0 0 0 JHardy ss 3 1 1 1
Fryer c 2 0 0 0 Flahrty ss 0 0 0 0
JSchafr lf 3 0 1 0 C.Davis 3b-1b 3 2 1 4
     CJosph c 4 0 0 0
     Schoop 2b 4 0 1 1
Totals 31 1 4 1 Totals 31 9 7 9
Minnesota 000 000 100—1
Baltimore 000 531 00x—9

LOB—Minnesota 4, Baltimore 3. 2B—
Markakis (26), Schoop (17). HR—Plouffe 
(11), D.Young (7), C.Davis (24). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Minnesota
May L,0-4 4C 6 8 8 1 8
Deduno 2B 1 1 1 2 5
Thielbar 1 0 0 0 0 0
Baltimore
M.Gonzalez W,7-7 7 4 1 1 1 6
Matusz 2 0 0 0 0 3

HBP—by May (A.Jones, N.Cruz). WP—
Deduno. T—2:40. A—27,464 (45,971).    

 Mets 4, Phillies 1
Philadelphia     New York
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Revere cf 4 0 0 0 Lagars cf 4 0 1 0
Rollins ss 4 0 0 0 Grndrs rf 4 0 0 0
Utley 2b 4 0 2 0 DWrght 3b 4 1 1 0
Howard 1b 4 0 0 0 Duda 1b 4 0 0 0
Byrd rf 3 1 1 0 dArnad c 4 0 1 1
GSizmr lf 4 0 1 0 dnDkkr lf 1 1 0 0
Ruiz c 4 0 0 0 DHerrr 2b 3 0 0 0
Asche 3b 3 0 1 1 Flores ss 2 1 1 0
DBchn p 1 0 0 0 deGrm p 2 0 0 0
DBrwn ph 1 0 0 0 Campll ph 0 1 0 0
Diekmn p 0 0 0 0 Famili p 0 0 0 0
DeFrts p 0 0 0 0 Mejia p 0 0 0 0
Hollnds p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 32 1 5 1 Totals 28 4 4 1
Philadelphia 000 000 100—1
New York 000 100 30x—4

E—G.Sizemore (1), Duda (5), D.Herrera 
(1). DP—Philadelphia 1, New York 1. 
LOB—Philadelphia 7, New York 4. 2B—
Flores (7). SB—Lagares (5), den Dekker 
(4), Campbell (2). S—D.Buchanan. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
D.Buchanan 6 4 1 1 1 3
Diekman L,3-4  C 0 3 0 2 0
De Fratus  C 0 0 0 0 1
Hollands  C 0 0 0 0 0
New York
deGrom W,7-6 7 4 1 0 2 5
Familia H,15 1 1 0 0 0 0
Mejia S,20-23 1 0 0 0 0 3

HBP—by Diekman (Flores). T—2:31. 
A—25,250 (41,922).     

 Pirates 2, Reds 1
Cincinnati     Pittsburgh
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
BHmltn cf 3 1 1 0 JHrrsn 3b 4 1 3 1
Frazier 1b 4 0 0 0 Tabata rf 4 0 2 1
Phillips 2b 3 0 0 0 AMcCt cf 4 0 1 0
Mesorc c 3 0 2 1 NWalkr 2b 4 0 0 0
Bruce rf 4 0 1 0 RMartn c 3 0 0 0
Negron 3b 4 0 0 0 I.Davis 1b 3 0 1 0
Schmkr lf 2 0 0 0 SMarte lf 3 0 0 0
Cozart ss 3 0 0 0 Mercer ss 3 0 1 0
Leake p 2 0 0 0 Volquez p 2 0 0 0
Heisey ph 1 0 0 0 Watson p 0 0 0 0
Broxtn p 0 0 0 0 Lambo ph 1 1 1 0
     Melncn p 0 0 0 0
Totals 29 1 4 1 Totals 31 2 9 2
Cincinnati 000 000 010—1
Pittsburgh 000 000 02x—2

E—R.Martin (3), S.Marte (4). DP—Cin-
cinnati 2, Pittsburgh 1. LOB—Cincinnati 
6, Pittsburgh 5. 2B—J.Harrison (30). 3B—
J.Harrison (7). SB—B.Hamilton 2 (53). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Cincinnati
Leake 7 6 0 0 0 1
Broxton L,4-2 BS,6-13 1 3 2 2 0 0
Pittsburgh
Volquez 7C 3 1 1 3 6
Watson W,10-1  B 1 0 0 0 0
Melancon S,25-29 1 0 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Volquez (Mesoraco, Phillips). 
T—2:30. A—37,209 (38,362).     

 Nationals 8, Mariners 3
Washington     Seattle
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Span cf 5 1 2 0 AJcksn cf 5 0 1 0
Rendon 3b 4 2 4 1 Ackley lf 5 1 2 0
Werth dh 4 1 1 2 Cano 2b 3 1 2 0
LaRoch 1b 4 0 0 1 KMorls dh 4 0 2 1
Dsmnd ss 5 1 2 1 Seager 3b 4 0 1 1
Harper lf 4 1 3 1 Zunino c 4 0 0 0
WRams c 4 2 2 2 Morrsn 1b 4 0 0 0
ACarer 2b 4 0 0 0 CTaylr ss 4 1 1 0
Schrhlt rf 4 0 0 0 EnChvz rf 4 0 1 1
Totals 38 8 14 8 Totals 37 3 10 3
Washington 102 200 021—8
Seattle 200 000 001—3

DP—Seattle 2. LOB—Washington 6, Se-
attle 8. 2B—Rendon (33), En.Chavez (10). 
3B—Ackley (4). HR—Rendon (18), Werth 
(14), Desmond (22), Harper (8), W.Ramos 
2 (9). SF—LaRoche. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Washington
Zimmermann W,10-5 6 7 2 2 1 8
Storen H,18 1 0 0 0 0 2
Clippard 1 0 0 0 0 1
R.Soriano 1 3 1 1 0 1
Seattle
F.Hernandez L,13-5 7 10 5 5 1 1
Beimel  C 2 2 2 0 1
Maurer  B 0 0 0 0 0
Rodney 1 2 1 1 1 0

T—2:55. A—35,616 (47,476). 

 Tigers 7, White Sox 1
Detroit     Chicago
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Kinsler 2b 5 2 1 2 Eaton cf 4 1 3 0
TrHntr rf 4 0 2 2 AlRmrz ss 5 0 0 0
MiCarr 1b 5 0 0 0 JAreu 1b 3 0 3 0
VMrtnz dh 5 1 2 0 Viciedo 1b 1 0 0 0
JMrtnz lf 5 1 3 0 A.Dunn dh 3 0 0 1
Cstllns 3b 4 0 1 1 AGarci rf 3 0 1 0
Avila c 4 1 1 1 Gillaspi 3b 3 0 0 0
Suarez ss 4 1 1 0 Flowrs c 3 0 1 0
Carrer cf 4 1 2 1 Nieto c 1 0 0 0
     De Aza lf 4 0 1 0
     CSnchz 2b 4 0 1 0
Totals 40 7 13 7 Totals 34 1 10 1
Detroit 002 500 000—7
Chicago 100 000 000—1

E—Verlander (6), J.Abreu 2 (6). DP—
Detroit 1, Chicago 1. LOB—Detroit 7, Chi-
cago 11. 2B—Kinsler (34), Tor.Hunter (26), 
J.Martinez (26), Castellanos (27), Avila
(21), Eaton (21), J.Abreu (32), A.Garcia
(4), Flowers (13), De Aza (19). SB—Suarez 
(3), Carrera (3). SF—Tor.Hunter, A.Dunn. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Detroit
Verlander W,12-11 7 9 1 1 2 8
Ji.Johnson 1 0 0 0 0 0
McCoy  B 1 0 0 1 0
Alburquerque  C 0 0 0 0 0
Chicago
Carroll L,5-9 5 10 7 3 0 2
Belisario 2 0 0 0 0 0
Lindstrom 1C 2 0 0 0 1
Cleto  B 1 0 0 0 0

Carroll pitched to 1 batter in the 6th. 
HBP—by Ji.Johnson (A.Garcia). T—3:28.
A—17,071 (40,615).   

 Cubs 7, Cardinals 2
Chicago     St. Louis
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Coghln lf 5 1 1 0 MCrpnt 3b 5 1 1 0
J.Baez 2b 4 1 1 2 Wong 2b 4 1 1 0
SCastro ss 4 0 1 0 Hollidy lf 4 0 1 1
Valuen 3b 3 1 1 1 MAdms 1b 4 0 0 0
Soler rf 3 2 3 3 JhPerlt ss 4 0 2 1
Castillo c 4 0 0 0 YMolin c 3 0 0 0
Alcantr cf 4 1 1 1 Tavers rf 4 0 0 0
Valaika 1b 4 0 0 0 Jay cf 4 0 2 0
Hndrck p 2 0 0 0 SMiller p 1 0 0 0
NRmrz p 0 0 0 0 Grichk ph 1 0 1 0
Watkns ph 1 1 1 0 Neshek p 0 0 0 0
Strop p 0 0 0 0 Grenwd p 0 0 0 0
Szczur ph 1 0 0 0 Descals ph 1 0 0 0
Grimm p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 35 7 9 7 Totals 35 2 8 2
Chicago 010 000 141—7
St. Louis 200 000 000—2

LOB—Chicago 3, St. Louis 9. 2B—Cogh-
lan (21), J.Baez (4), S.Castro (32). HR—
Valbuena (14), Soler 2 (3), Alcantara (6). 
SB—Wong (19). S—S.Miller. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
Hendricks 6 5 2 2 1 3
N.Ramirez W,2-1 1 2 0 0 0 1
Strop 1 0 0 0 0 2
Grimm 1 1 0 0 0 4
St. Louis
S.Miller 7 4 2 2 2 3
Neshek L,6-1  C 4 4 4 0 1
Greenwood 1B 1 1 1 0 1

HBP—by Hendricks (Y.Molina). WP—
Grimm. T—2:52. A—43,181 (45,399).  

 Diamondbacks 5, Rockies 2
Colorado     Arizona
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Blckmn rf 3 0 1 1 Inciart cf 3 0 0 0
Stubbs cf 4 1 1 0 Pnngtn 2b 1 1 0 0
Mornea 1b 4 0 0 0 DPerlt rf 3 2 1 0
Arenad 3b 4 0 1 1 Trumo 1b 2 1 0 0
CDckrs lf 4 0 0 0 MMntr c 3 0 0 0
McKnr c 3 0 0 0 Lamb 3b 4 1 1 4
Rutledg ss 3 1 1 0 AlMart lf 4 0 0 0
LeMahi 2b 3 0 1 0 Gregrs ss 3 0 0 0
Brgmn p 2 0 0 0 Cllmntr p 2 0 1 0
Fridrch p 0 0 0 0 OPerez p 0 0 0 0
Barnes ph 1 0 1 0 EMrshl p 0 0 0 0
Brothrs p 0 0 0 0 Pachec ph 1 0 0 0
Ottavin p 0 0 0 0 Ziegler p 0 0 0 0
     A.Reed p 0 0 0 0
Totals 31 2 6 2 Totals 26 5 3 4
Colorado 000 000 110—2
Arizona 000 001 04x—5

DP—Colorado 1, Arizona 1. LOB—Colo-
rado 3, Arizona 5. 2B—Arenado (32), Col-
lmenter (2). 3B—D.Peralta (8). HR—Lamb
(2). CS—Blackmon (8), M.Montero (4). 
SF—Blackmon. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Colorado
Bergman 5B 2 1 1 5 5
Friedrich 1C 0 0 0 0 2
Brothers L,4-6 0 0 3 3 3 0
Ottavino BS,5-6 1 1 1 1 0 2
Arizona
Collmenter 6B 2 1 1 0 5
O.Perez H,13  B 0 0 0 0 1
E.Marshall BS,1-1  B 1 0 0 0 0
Ziegler W,5-2 1 3 1 1 0 1
A.Reed S,3B6 1 0 0 0 0 2

Brothers pitched to 3 batters in the 
8th. WP—Friedrich, Brothers, E.Marshall.
PB—McKenry. T—2:54. A—22,585 (48,633). 

Calendar
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 

players.
Sept. 30 — Postseason begins.
Oct. 22 — World Series begins, city of 

American League champion.
November TBA — Deadline for teams 

to make qualifying offers to their eligible
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series.

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 12th
day after World Series.

Nov. 10-12 — General managers’ meet-
ings, Phoenix.

Dec. 2 — Last day for teams to offer 
2015 contracts to unsigned players.

Dec. 8-11 — Winter meetings, San Di-
ego.  

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 29
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New York 6, Toronto 3
New York     Toronto
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Ellsury cf 5 1 2 2 Reyes ss 5 0 0 0
Jeter ss 5 0 1 0 MeCarr lf 4 0 0 1
Prado 3b-2b 5 0 2 0 Bautist rf 3 1 1 1
Teixeir 1b 5 0 0 0 Encrnc 1b 4 0 0 0
McCnn c 4 1 1 0 DNavrr c 4 0 3 0
Beltran dh 2 1 0 0 Valenci 3b 4 0 0 0
Gardnr lf 3 1 1 1 StTllsn 2b 3 0 0 0
ISuzuki rf 4 1 1 0 Kawsk ph-2b 1 0 1 0
Drew 2b 2 0 1 0 ClRsms dh 3 1 2  
Headly ph-3b 2 1 1 1 Pillar cf 4 1 2 1
Totals 37 6 10 4 Totals 35 3 9 3
New York 000 000 501—6
Toronto 000 100 200—3

E—Jeter (10), Gardner (1), D.Navarro 
(3), St.Tolleson (4). DP—New York 1. 
LOB—New York 7, Toronto 8. 2B—McCann 
(15), Gardner (19), Drew (11), D.Navarro 
(17), Col.Rasmus (21), Pillar (6). 3B—Ells-
bury (3). HR—Ellsbury (14), Headley (3), 
Bautista (27). SF—Me.Cabrera. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Capuano W,2-3 6B 8 3 2 1 4
Warren H,20 1B 0 0 0 0 1
Outman 0 1 0 0 0 0
Dav.Robertson S,35-38 1B 0 0 0 0 1
Toronto
Buehrle L,11-9 6 7 4 4 1 4
Loup 1C 1 1 1 2 2
Cecil  B 0 0 0 0 0
McGowan 1 2 1 1 0 1

Buehrle pitched to 4 batters in the 
7th. Outman pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th. HBP—by Warren (Bautista). T—3:20. 
A—43,318 (49,282). 

Scoreboard

MLB

Roundup

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The way 
Buster Posey was swinging, man-
ager Bruce Bochy figures he had 
at least one more hit in him.

Instead, they called it a night 
after Posey went 5-for-5 and 
drove in three runs in just six in-
nings, leading the San Francisco 
Giants to a 13-2 rout of the Mil-
waukee Brewers on Friday night 
for their fourth straight win.

“It would have been nice for 
him to go for six, but the rest was 
more important,” Bochy said.

Posey tripled in a pair of runs 
on the way to his second career 
five-hit game. The star catcher 
is batting .500 (20-for-40) with 
five home runs and 13 RBIs in his 
past nine games.

Gregor Blanco hit a two-run 
homer to back Ryan Vogelsong’s 
first victory in four starts. The 
Giants scored a season high in 
runs and have their longest win-
ning streak since five straight 
victories in early June.

San Francisco took a half-game 
lead on St. Louis in the wild-card 
race.

“We’ve got a short way to go but 
a long way to go,” Vogelsong said.

Hunter Pence hit a trio of run-
scoring singles, Joe Panik had 
four hits and Angel Pagan wound 
up a home run shy of the cycle.

The Giants’ 19 hits were their 
second most in the 15-year history 
of AT&T Park behind 20 on Aug. 
14, 2001, against the Marlins.

Vogelsong (8-9) snapped an 
0-5 skid at home, where he had 
received zero runs of support in 
each of his previous five outings at 
AT&T Park. He gave up two runs 
and four hits in seven innings.

Vogelsong’s run support was 
his most ever, and he ended a 
three-start winless stretch with 
just his third victory since June 

The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Once 
again, Carlos Santana was a huge 
hit in Kansas City.

Santana, who homered five 
times at Kauffman Stadium in a 
series last month, hit a two-run 
homer as the Cleveland Indians 
topped the Royals 6-1 on Friday.

The loss cut the Royals’ lead to 
a half-game over Detroit in the AL 
Central. Cleveland closed within 
4 1⁄2 of Kansas City.

Santana connected in the ninth 
inning for his 22nd home run, 
helped Cleveland win for the fifth 
time in six games.

“I have teams, Minnesota, Kan-
sas City, I have good sense when I 
come here,” Santana said.

Santana said he hit a changeup 
from Francisley Bueno that was 
right down the middle.

“I hope the streak continues,” 
Indians manager Terry Francona 
said. “That’s a nice swing. He can 
get streaky with his homers.”

Boosted by his big four-game set 
in July, Santana is 14 for 26 with 
six homers, 13 RBIs and a 1.269 
slugging percentage this year in 
Kansas City.

Santana also had an RBI single 
as he kept wrecking the Royals. 
He is hitting only .229 overall this 
year.

Danny Salazar (5-6) pitched 
four-hit ball for five shutout 
innings.

“I was feeling good with my 
fastball,” Salazar said. “I was 
throwing it hard. That was my 

only thought.”
He didn’t come back out after 

a 44-minute rain delay in the bot-
tom of the sixth.

“We just couldn’t get anything 
going offensively,” Royals man-
ager Ned Yost said.

Jason Vargas (10-7) gave up 10 
hits and four runs in six innings. In 
his past two starts, both losses, he 
has allowed 21 hits in 12 innings.

Zach Walters hit an RBI double 
in the second to put Cleveland 
ahead.

 The Royals did not score until 
the ninth on an RBI single by Al-
cides Escobar, who matched a ca-
reer high with his fourth hit.

Padres 3, Dodgers 2 (12):
Yasmani Grandal singled in the 
winning run with two outs in the 
12th inning as host San Diego beat 
NL West-leading Los Angeles. 

Angels 4, Athletics 0: Jered 
Weaver outpitched Jon Lester and 
Albert Pujols hit his 516th career 
homer as host Los Angeles ex-
tended its AL West lead over Oak-
land to three games. 

Nationals 8, Mariners 3: Antho-
ny Rendon hit one of Washington’s 
four homers off Felix Hernandez 
as visiting Washington showed off 
its power while snapping a three-
game losing streak. 

Pirates 2, Reds 1: Josh Harri-
son hit an RBI triple and scored on 
Jose Tabata’s tiebreaking single 
in the eighth inning as host Pitts-
burgh beat Cincinnati. 

Orioles 9, Twins 1: Chris 
Davis hit his fourth career grand 
slam and host Baltimore got a 

dominating pitching performance
from Miguel Gonzalez to beat 
Minnesta. 

Tigers 7, White Sox 1: Justin
Verlander pitched seven solid in-
nings and visiting Detroit won for
the fifth time in six games. 

Yankees 6, Blue Jays 3: Jacoby
Ellsbury and Chase Headley hom-
ered as visiting New York doubled 
up Toronto. 

Cubs 7, Cardinals 2: Jorge
Soler hit two homers for the Cubs 
and fellow rookie Javier Baez had
a tiebreaking two-run double in
the eighth inning off All-Star re-
liever Pat Neshek as visiting Chi-
cago beat St. Louis. 

Red Sox 8, Rays 4: Rookie 
Mookie Betts hit his first career
grand slam and Anthony Ranaudo 
pitched six effective innings to
lead Boston over host Tampa Bay. 

Rangers 13, Astros 6: Michael
Choice and Rougned Odor each hit
a three-run homer to power visit-
ing Texas over Houston. 

Mets 4, Phillies 1: Jacob de-
Grom pitched seven crisp innings
and host New York scored the
tiebreaking runs when Philadel-
phia left fielder Grady Sizemore
dropped an easy pop fly. 

Diamondbacks 5, Rockies 2:
Jake Lamb hit a grand slam for his
second career homer as host Ari-
zona rallied to beat Colorado. 

Braves 5, Marlins 2: Justin
Upton homered and had three 
RBIs, Jason Heyward drove in
the go-ahead run in the seventh
inning as host Atlanta beat Miami 
and won its third straight. 

Hot Indians blast Royals 

Giants’ Posey goes 
5-for-5 in victory

21. The Giants had lost his last 
seven home games.

“I’ll take 13 all the time,” the 
pitcher said.

He worked on his curveball in 
the later innings and felt his off-
speed stuff improved as he went 
along. The right-hander struck 
out the side in the seventh and his 
night was done.

Wily Peralta (15-9) was chased 
after a season-low three innings 
and lost for the third time in four 
starts. He surrendered six runs 
on nine hits, struck out one and 
walked two.

“Everything was off. I fell be-
hind everybody,” Peralta said. “I 
just have to forget it.”

Pence extended the NL’s lon-
gest active hitting streak to 11 
games with his first-inning RBI 
single.

The Giants scored in each of 
the first five innings at home for 
the first time since June 13, 2012, 
when Matt Cain pitched a perfect 
game.

“We are more loose and having 
fun again,” Blanco said.

Before the game, Brewers’ 
pitcher Matt Garza pitched a sim-
ulated game in what likely was his 
final test before returning from 
the disabled list to the Brewers’ 
rotation next week.

As long as Garza comes 
through the outing without fur-
ther problems when he reports 
to AT&T Park on Saturday, he 
could start as soon as Thursday at 
home against St. Louis. Manager 
Ron Roenicke said Garza threw 
his fastball, slider and curveball 
effectively. 

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP 

San Francisco Giants’ Buster 
Posey watches his two-run triple 
against the Milwaukee Brewers 
in the fifth inning on Friday in 
San Francisco.

Buster Posey 
is the sixth 
Giants’ player to 
get five hits in a 
game at AT&T 
Park and the first to 
do it twice.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Did you know

CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP 

The Cleveland Indians’ Carlos Santana runs the bases past Kansas City Royals third baseman Mike 
Moustakas after hitting a two-run home run in the ninth inning on Friday in Kansas City, Mo.
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The Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — The 
San Francisco 49ers have been 
preparing for months to play on 
without Aldon Smith over an ex-
tended period.

Now they know the exact time-
frame: He is suspended for more 
than half the season.

The star linebacker received 
his nine-game penalty from the 
league Friday stemming from a 
series of off-field legal issues.

A statement from the NFL said 
Smith had violated the NFL’s sub-
stance abuse and personal conduct 
policies. Smith won’t be eligible to 
return until Nov. 10, the day after 
the 49ers’ game against the New 
Orleans Saints.

“Our organization has known 
this decision would come and we 
have prepared for it as a team,” 
49ers general manager Trent 
Baalke said in a statement. “Aldon 
has taken responsibility for his ac-
tions and has continued to show 
growth personally and profes-
sionally. We will continue to sup-
port him, but it is time to put this 
matter behind us and focus on the 
season ahead.”

The 24-year-old Smith, one of 
the NFL’s top pass rushers, missed 
five games last season to undergo 
treatment at an in-patient facility 
following his DUI arrest Sept. 20.

It was unclear whether Com-
missioner Roger Goodell would 
consider that absence toward time 
served. Smith was suspended two 
days after Browns wide receiver 
Josh Gordon’s indefinite suspen-
sion by the NFL was upheld and 
he will miss at least 16 games for 
another violation of the league’s 

substance abuse policy.
Just before training camp began 

last month, Smith was sentenced 
to serve three years of probation 
and to spend 11 days with a work 
crew after he pleaded no contest 
to drunken driving and weapons 
charges.

He has repeatedly said he has 
been sober since his DUI arrest 
last September. Smith played in a 
27-7 home loss to the Colts on Sept. 
22, two days after he was arrested 
and jailed on suspicion of DUI and 
marijuana possession. After the 
game, he publicly apologized for 
his behavior and later announced 
he would leave for treatment.

 In his latest run-in with the law, 
Smith was arrested April 13 at Los 
Angeles International Airport. Po-
lice said Smith was randomly se-
lected for a secondary screening 
and became uncooperative with 
the process, telling a TSA agent 
that he had a bomb. No charges 
were filed.

In November, he pleaded not 
guilty to three felony counts of 
illegal possession of an assault 
weapon, stemming from a June 
2012 party at his home. Investiga-
tors said several shots were fired, 
two partygoers were injured and 
Smith was stabbed. In the  investi-
gation, prosecutors say detectives 
found five unregistered, illegal 
weapons in Smith’s house. 

Cowboys’ Dixon fined 
for hit against Miami

IRVING, Texas — Rookie Dal-
las safety Ahmad Dixon has been 
fined $22,050 for a hit on Miami 
receiver Matt Hazel in a pre-

season game last week.
Dixon was penalized for un-

necessary roughness for hitting 
Hazel after the ball had sailed 
past him near the goal line in the 
Dolphins’ 25-20 win last Saturday. 
He was fined for hitting a defense-
less player in the head and neck 
area.

 While at Baylor last year, Dixon 
was ejected from a game under 
the college targeting rule for hit-
ting a receiver with his helmet. 

Source: Bills, QB Orton 
agree on 1-year deal

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — A 
person familiar with the deal has 
confirmed the Buffalo Bills have 
agreed to sign veteran quarter-
back Kyle Orton to a one-year 

contract in addressing a key need 
behind starter EJ Manuel.

The person spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity Saturday 
because the Bills have not an-
nounced the deal. ESPN first 
reported the agreement Friday 
night.

Orton is an eight-year veteran, 
who spent the past two seasons 
with Dallas before being cut in 
mid-July.

He was Chicago’s fourth-round 
pick in 2005, and also played in 
Denver and Kansas City. He has 
a 35-35 career record.

The signing was Buffalo’s lat-
est quarterback shuffle during a 
week in which Jordan Palmer was 
signed and released, and after 
Thad Lewis also was cut.

Green-Ellis, Moorman 
among list of cuts

Running back BenJarvus
Green-Ellis was released by the 
Bengals on Friday, among a hand-
ful of players out of jobs — for now 
— as NFL teams started to trim 
their rosters to get down to the
mandatory 53 players by Saturday
afternoon.

Green-Ellis was Cincinnati’s top
rusher the past two seasons, but
the running back with the amusing
nickname was made expendable
once the Bengals drafted LSU’s 
Jeremy Hill in the second round
in May. Cincinnati also waived 
linebacker Brandon Joiner, defen-
sive tackle LaKendrick Ross and
quarterback Tyler Wilson.

Also among the announced cuts: 
Buffalo punter Brian Moorman
and quarterback Jordan Palmer, 
Tampa Bay kicker Connor Barth, 
Jacksonville center Mike Brew-
ster, Atlanta linebacker Pat An-
gerer and Chicago running back 
Jordan Lynch, a former Heisman
trophy finalist as a quarterback at
Northern Illinois.

  Defensive end Larry English
and offensive lineman Jamon 
Meredith also were among those
released by the Buccaneers.

 Also among Atlanta’s cuts were
linebacker Yawin Smallwood, a
seventh-round pick from Con-
necticut, and wide receiver Fred-
die Martino, who caught a 67-yard 
touchdown pass in Thursday’s 24-
14 preseason win at Jacksonville.

 Washington waived punter Rob-
ert Malone, leaving Tress Way as
the apparent winner of the Red-
skins’ punting competition. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL/NFL

Cook, No. 8 Spartans top Jacksonville St.
BY NOAH TRISTER

The Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Con-
nor Cook threw a long touchdown 
pass for Michigan State’s first 
points of the season — and coach 
Mark Dantonio’s immediate reac-
tion was concern.

That’s because Cook needed to 
be helped off the field after a late 
hit to his left leg.

“That looked pretty ugly out 
there, but he rebounded after that, 
and he went right back in the foot-
ball game,” Dantonio said. “I’m 
pretty sure he’s fine, based on how 
he played.”

Cook shook off that early scare 
to finish with three touchdown 
passes, and No. 8 Michigan State 
rolled to an easy 45-7 victory over 
Jacksonville State on Friday.

Cook completed his first nine 
passes in a nearly flawless perfor-
mance. He sat out the second half 
after going 12 of 13 for 285 yards.

Michigan State won the Big 
Ten and the Rose Bowl last year 
thanks to its outstanding defense, 
and although that unit lost a few 

standouts, it was hard to tell the 
difference in this season opener 
against the Gamecocks.

Jacksonville State is considered 
one of the top teams in the Foot-
ball Championship Subdivision, 
but the Spartans showed no vul-
nerability to an upset in this one.

“They’re every bit as good as 
advertised,” said John Grass, who 
was in his first game as Jackson-
ville State’s coach after being pro-
moted from offensive coordinator.

“I was proud of our kids on how 
we finished the game. We dug a 
hole early and you can’t do that 
against a team like Michigan State. 
They’ve got a team that’s going to 
make a run at a national champi-
onship. I really believe that.”

Talk such as that would have 
been put on hold if Cook had been 
seriously injured. The talented 
junior made a nice throw on the 
run to Tony Lippett for a 64-yard 
touchdown to open the scoring, 
but Jacksonville State’s Folo John-
son came diving in and hit Cook 
around the knee.

“I was a little dinged, but noth-
ing too serious,” Cook said. “I 

hadn’t really gotten hit like that in
a while.”

Cook was able to come back for 
Michigan State’s next drive, and
he threw a 71-yard TD pass to Lip-
pett on his next pass. A 17-yard 
strike to AJ Troup made it 21-0.

When the Spartans opened the
season last year, they weren’t sure
who their starting quarterback 
should be, and the offense was 
woeful for the first month or so.

Cook grew more comfortable as
the season progressed, and now 
Michigan State is hopeful its of-
fense can take some pressure off 
that reliable defense.

“When you have an explosive 
offense like that clicking, it’s dan-
gerous for any team to be playing 
against,” Michigan State safety
Kurtis Drummond said. “See-
ing them come out there clicking
early like that is getting us more
confidence and allowing us to play
more at ease.”

 Lippett had four catches for a
career-high 167 yards. Backup 
quarterback Tyler O’Connor ran 
for a 3-yard score in the third to 
make it 45-7. 

AL GOLDIS/AP

Michigan State quarterback Connor Cook (18) scrambles for 
yardage during the first quarter against Jacksonville State on Friday 
in East Lansing, Mich. The eighth-ranked Spartans won 45-7.

NFL notes

League hands 49ers’ Smith 9-game suspension

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP

San Francisco 49ers linebacker Aldon Smith, above, was suspended 
for nine games by the NFL after a series of off-field legal issues. 
A statement on Friday from the league said Smith had violated the 
NFL’s substance abuse and personal conduct policies.
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US OPEN

Scoreboard

U.S. Open
Friday

At The USTA Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center

New York
Purse: $38.3 million (Grand Slam)

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles

Men
Second Round

Gael Monfils (20), France, def. Alejan-
dro Gonzalez, Colombia, 7-5, 6-3, 6-2.

Kevin Anderson (18), South Africa, def. 
Jerzy Janowicz, Poland, 6-7 (6), 6-2, 6-1, 
6-3.

Marin Cilic (14), Croatia, def. Illya 
Marchenko, Ukraine, 7-6 (2), 6-2, 6-4.

David Ferrer (4), Spain, def. Bernard 
Tomic, Australia, walkover.

Grigor Dimitrov (7), Bulgaria, def. Dudi 
Sela, Israel, 6-1, 6-2, 6-2.

Feliciano Lopez (19), Spain, def. Tat-
suma Ito, Japan, 6-4, 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (4).

David Goffin, Belgium, def. Joao Sousa 
(32), Portugal, 6-4, 6-2, 6-0.

Richard Gasquet (12), France, def. 
Paolo Lorenzi, Italy, 7-6 (4), 6-3, 6-3.

Gilles Simon (26), France, def. Federico 
Delbonis, Argentina, 6-4, 3-6, 7-5, 6-1.

Roberto Bautista Agut (17), Spain, def. 
Tim Smyczek, United States, 6-3, 6-2, 6-1.

Dominic Thiem, Austria, def. Ernests 
Gulbis (11), Latvia, 4-6, 3-6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-3.

Teymuraz Gabashvili, Russia, def. Al-
exander Kudryavtsev, Russia, 6-1, 6-4, 7-6 
(4).

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Fabio 
Fognini (15), Italy, 6-3, 6-4, 6-1.

Tomas Berdych (6), Czech Republic, 
def. Martin Klizan, Slovakia, 6-3, 4-6, 6-2, 
3-6, 6-3.

Marcel Granollers, Spain, def. Ivo Kar-
lovic (25), Croatia, 7-6 (6), 6-7 (3), 7-6 (5), 
3-6, 6-4.

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
Sam Groth, Australia, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4.

Women
Third Round

Jelena Jankovic (9), Serbia, def. Johan-
na Larsson, Sweden, 6-1, 6-0.

Peng Shuai, China, def. Roberta Vinci 
(28), Italy, 6-4, 6-3.

Sara Errani (13), Italy, def. Venus Wil-
liams (19), United States, 6-0, 0-6, 7-6 (5).

Mirjana Lucic-Baroni, Croatia, def. Si-
mona Halep (2), Romania, 7-6 (6), 6-2.

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, def. An-
gelique Kerber (6), Germany, 6-1, 7-5.

Lucie Safarova (14), Czech Republic, 
def. Alize Cornet (22), France, 6-3, 6-7 (3), 
6-4.

Caroline Wozniacki (10), Denmark, def. 
Andrea Petkovic (18), Germany, 6-3, 6-2.

Maria Sharapova (5), Russia, def. Sa-
bine Lisicki (26), Germany, 6-2, 6-4.

Doubles
Men

Second Round
Mariusz Fyrstenberg and Marcin Mat-

kowski, Poland, def. Juan Sebastian Ca-
bal and Robert Farah (16), Colombia, 4-6, 
6-4, 6-4.

Eric Butorac, United States, and Raven 
Klaasen (12), South Africa, def. Robert 
Lindstedt, Sweden, and Jurgen Melzer, 
Austria, 6-7 (5), 6-2, 1-0, retired.

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, and 
Philipp Oswald, Austria, def. Martin 
Emmrich, Germany, and Lukas Rosol, 
Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-4.

David Marrero and Fernando Verdasco 
(7), Spain, def. Mate Pavic, Croatia, and 
Andre Sa, Brazil, 7-6 (4), 7-5.

Daniel Nestor, Canada, and Nenad Zi-
monjic (3), Serbia, def. Nicolas Barrien-
tos and Santiago Giraldo, Colombia, 6-2, 
6-2.

Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, and 
Michael Venus, New Zealand, def. Dan-
iele Bracciali and Andreas Seppi, Italy, 
6-2, 6-4.

Scott Lipsky and Rajeev Ram, United 
States, def. Michael Mmoh and Francis 
Tiafoe, United States, 6-1, 6-4.

Leander Paes, India, and Radek Ste-
panek (6), Czech Republic, def. Yen-hsun 
Lu, Taiwan, and Jiri Vesely, Czech Repub-
lic, 7-6 (3), 6-3.

Women
Second Round

Garbine Muguruza and Carla Suarez 
Navarro (12), Spain, def. Marina Erakovic, 
New Zealand, and Arantxa Parra Santon-
ja, Spain, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-3.

Andrea Hlavackova, Czech Republic, 
and Zheng Jie (8), China, def. Alison Riske 
and CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, 6-
7 (2), 6-3, 6-3.

Kimiko Date-Krumm, Japan, and Bar-
bora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech Repub-
lic, def. Chan Hao-ching and Chan Yung-
jan, Taiwan (14), 6-3, 6-2.

Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic, and 
Katarina Srebotnik (5), Slovenia, def. 
Varvara Lepchenko, United States, and 
Zheng Saisai, China, 6-4, 6-4.

Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesn-
ina (4), Russia, def. Petra Cetkovska, 
Czech Republic, and Katarzyna Piter, Po-
land, 6-4, 6-1.

Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, and Xu Yi-
Fan, China, def. Lauren Davis, United 
States, and Renata Voracova, Czech Re-
public, 6-3, 7-6 (6).

Vania King and Lisa Raymond, United 
States, def. Christina McHale, United 
States, and Anna Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 
6-0, 6-2.

Serena and Venus Williams, United 
States, def. Oksana Kalashnikova, Geor-
gia, and Olga Savchuk, Ukraine, 6-2, 6-1.

Mixed
First Round

Ashleigh Barty and John Peers, Aus-
tralia, def. Asia Muhammad and Taylor 
Harry Fritz, United States, 6-2, 6-2.

Anastasia Rodionova, Australia, and 
Robert Farah, Colombia, def. Raquel 
Kops-Jones, United States, and Juan 
Sebastian Cabal (8), Colombia, 4-6, 6-3, 
10-5.

Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, and 
Raven Klaasen, South Africa, def. Mi-
chaella Krajicek, Netherlands, and Marin 
Draganja, Croatia, 7-6 (1), 6-2.

Taylor Townsend and Donald Young, 
United States, def. Jacqueline Cako and 
Joel Kielbowicz, United States, 7-5, 6-3.

Chan Hao-ching, Taiwan, and Max 
Mirnyi, Belarus, def. Lucie Hradecka, 
Czech Republic, and Horia Tecau (5), Ro-
mania, 6-3, 6-3.

Abigail Spears, United States, and 
Santiago Gonzalez, Mexico, def. Timea 
Babos, Hungary, and Eric Butorac, United 
States, 7-6 (6), 1-6, 10-5.

Andrea Hlavackova, Czech Republic, 
and Alexander Peya (2), Austria, def. 
Arantxa Parra Santonja and David Mar-
rero, Spain, 6-3, 5-7, 11-9.

 BY HOWARD FENDRICH

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A day before 
facing Venus Williams — and a 
partisan crowd — at the U.S. Open, 
Italy’s Sara Errani came across a 
video posted on Twitter that gave 
her a little extra motivation.

It showed a pair of former play-
ers and coaches, Brad Gilbert and 
Darren Cahill, forecasting Fri-
day at Flushing Meadows. Both 
picked Williams to win.

The 13th-seeded Errani’s ears 
perked up particularly when 
Gilbert referred to her “cottage 
cheese” serve and predicted she’d 
win only four games.

So much for that. In a rivet-
ing third-round match of wild 
momentum swings, the 19th-
seeded Williams, a two-time U.S. 
Open champion, came within two 
points of victory four times be-
fore succumbing to Errani 6-0, 
0-6, 7-6 (5). 

“Let’s just say that during the 
match I thought about that (video) 
more than once,” said Errani, 
who pounded her chest with a 
fist and put a finger to her lips on 
court as if to hush doubters — or 
the loud folks in Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium pulling for her American 
opponent. 

 Errani is listed at 5-foot-4 ½ 
— 8 ½ inches shorter than Wil-
liams — and truly, there is just as 
big a disparity in their serving. 
Errani’s top speed Friday was 88 
mph, about 30 mph slower than 
Williams. Errani’s second serves 
were in the low 60s mph, but she 

got 86 percent of her first serves 
in.

“I know (people) say my serve 
is terrible, but it helped me get 
to where I’ve been,” Errani said. 
“It’s not easy to improve it. It’s 
definitely one of my weak points, 
but today it helped me.”

Her next opponent will be 
another surprise winner: 32-

year-old qualifier Mirjana Lucic-
Baroni of Croatia, who eliminated
No. 2-seeded Simona Halep of
Romania 7-6 (6), 6-2.  

 No. 5 Maria Sharapova, a five-
time major champion, avoided
that sort of upset by beating 2013
Wimbledon runner-up Sabine 
Lisicki 6-2, 6-4 in a match that 
ended after midnight. 

MATT ROURKE/AP

19th-seeded Venus Williams came within two points of victory four 
different times before ultimately succumbing to Sara Errani 6-0,
0-6, 7-6 (5) at 2014 U.S. Open in New York on Friday.

MATT ROURKE/AP

13th-seeded Sara Errani reacts after a point against Venus Williams 
during the third round of the 2014 U.S. Open on Friday in New York.

Italian holds 
off two-time 
Open champ

Venus falls to Errani

JASON DECROW/AP

Maria Sharapova returns a shot to Sabine Lisicki during the third round of the U.S. Open on Friday in 
New York. Sharapova won 6-2, 6-4 in a match that ended after midnight.
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Red-hot Posey goes 5-for-5 as Giants defeat Brewers  MLB, Page 29

MLB

First base umpire 
Doug Eddings, 
left, and second 
base umpire Brian 
O’Nora, right, watch 
a replay on the giant 
screen during a 
game between 
the Milwaukee 
Brewers and the 
Miami Marlins in 
Miami. 
ALAN DIAZ/AP

 BY BEN WALKER

The Associated Press

John Gibbons has a pretty standard 
rule for deciding when to discuss 
a bang-bang call with an umpire.

“We try to go out there anytime 
it’s close,” the Toronto manager says.

Same way across the majors: There have 
been more than 1,000 reviews so far in this 
new era of expanded replay — nearly half re-
sulting in a reversal — and it’s only August.

Now get ready for an even longer postsea-
son parade of that slow dance, where the 

skipper strolls onto the field, twirls 
around the ump and waits 

for the go-or-no sign 
from the dugout.

Makes sense, 
too. 

SEE RULE 
ON PAGE 

27

Could tweaks to MLB replay rule be in 
store for postseason play?

Under review

Enemy territory
Italian Errani holds off Venus Williams
before partisan crowd  US Open, Page 31


